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New currency coins in circulation 

^ ~ Thc Central Bank Jordan (CBJ) will 
d£' ^^ eSday ’ V 1010 ^ 0 ® new currency coins of the Me 
dinar, half dinar and quaner dinar denominations Thfedeci- 
sion foUaws the 1971 CBJ Law No. 2* and th *996 BySw 
*? J^ 1 * 11 ** of Jordanian Currency^No.l 1) The coins 
which have new specifications, will circulate alongside the 
existing coins of the same denomination. Both will remain 

mSsTk^p H ie ° f thC TH a * aS ^ 3 likeness of Hfs 

Majesty King Hussein encircled by the two phrases "Hus- 

fa-frAnK ° f ^ Hasheraite Kinfidom of Jor- 

; W ^ C * e reverse side has die denomination 
enorcled by Islamic ornaments, the denomination in writing 
in Arabic and English, the Hejira and GregoZ cS of 

issue, and the phrase “The Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan" 
in fcngltsh. 
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King receives message from Ciinton 

WASHINGTON (AFP) — U.S. special coordinator for the 
Middle East Dennis Ross has delivered to His Majesty King 
Hussein a message from President Bill Clinton on the 
future of the Arab- Israeli peace process, the Stale Depart- 
ment said. Me Ross also delivered a similar message to Sul- 
tan Qaboos of Oman and held talks with Saudi Ambassador 
to Washington Prince Bandar Ben Sultan during the 
stopover in London en route to Syria and Israel, Department 
spokesman Nicholas Bums said. The message from Mr. 
Clinton, which was delivered on Monday, outlines the 
results of the recent visit to Washington of Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin Netanyahu and expresses "our hope that 
negotiations between Israel and Arabs move forward on var- 
ious tracks,'' he said. Mr. Ross told Mr. Bums by phone that 
the meetings in London were “excellent, productive, even 
better than expected,’’ according to the spokesman. 
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Sultan Qaboos, 
Senegal president 
congratulate King 

AMMAN (Petra.) — His 
Majesty King ■ Hussein on 
Tuesday received a telephone 
call from Sultan Qaboos Ben 
Said of Oman, who congratu- 
lated the King on the success- 
ful surgery he underwent at a 
London clinic. Sultan Qaboos 
wished King Hussein contin- 
ued good health and happiness 
and the Jordanian people fur- 
ther progress and prosperity. 
The King also received a cable 
from President Abdou Diouf 
of Senega], congratulating 
him on the successful surgery 
and wishing him speedy 
recovery. 

Bundestag president 
starts visit 

AMMAN (Petra) — President 
of German parliament (Bun- 
destag) Rita Suessmuth 
arrived here Tuesday on a 
four- day visit during which 
she will hold talks with senior 
Jordanian officials and dis- 
cuss economic issues raised in 
the Amman economic summit 
as well as the peace process. 
In a statement upon arrival ar 
Queen Alia Airport. Dr. 
Suessmuth described Jordan- 
ian-German relations as 
"good" and praised the King- 
dom’s efforts to bring about 
peace in the Middle East. She 
was received at the airport by 
Speaker of the Lower House 
of Parliament Sa'd Hayel 
Srour and other officials. 

U.N. panel Approves 
payments for Gulf 


*• 

war losses 

8* Ed® *.**■ - 

GENEVA (AP) — Buoyed by 

sttsfV*--- 

the prospects of revenue from 

wapm 1 

Iraqi oil sales, a U.N. panel 
agreed Tuesday to award S323 

gtesk -• 

million to victims of Iraq’s 

£& »:■— 

invasion of KuwaiL The UN. 


Compensation Commission 


approved payments to some 

•* -- 

64,000 people who had losses 

* 

of up to 5100,000. The com- 


mission has had enough 

io PSA 

money so far to pay only $14 
million of the total 5200 bil- 
lion in claims. The so-called 


oil-for-food agreement is 


?" . 2’-~ r expected to provide the com- 




with SI 00 million each month. 

•• 

Bodies of 3 missing 

lititSifW A 

- Aax- ' 

since 1994 found 

*■ i* • 

AMMAN (AFP.) — Builders 


have accidentally found the 


remains of three people in a 


mud-submerged jeep who had 

m * : - 

been missing since flash 


floods struck the northern 


areas of the Kingdom in 

* 

3994. Two Jordanians, aged 


58 and 70, and a 23-year-old 

i 'fc. a*.* • 

Egyptian labourer, were 

ra* 

reported missing after the 


£ floods in Mafraq, 72 kilome- 

e* ‘ 

tres northeast of Amman. The 

b* 

bodies were found Monday 


when a fork-lift truck struck a 


Toyota Landcruiser totally 

, n , — 

submerged in the mud The 

isation 

. contractor, who was working 

nearthefloodsice,immediate- 

-n -' ly informed the police, who 


. -f? found three decomposed bod- 

- ' 

ies in the vehicle. 

Hundreds said dead 

w - 

in Libyan mutiny 



CAIRO (AFP) — A mutiny 


in a Libyan jail containing 


political prisoners left hun- 

w ™ ■ 

dreds dead among guards and 


detainees, the Libyan opposi- 


tion in Cairo said Tuesday. 


"According to information 


from Libyans who have trav- 


elled to Egypt, the mutiny 

■ ft- 4 --"'’ 

which erupted on July 5 in 


. «, Bouslim Prison near Tripoli 

■ *' - 

left hundreds dead among 
political prisoners and offi* 

tf.irifcYli TglFifr * + * 

cere,” an opposition leader 
told AFP. asking not to be 

&«*** ' >!r 
, tf* too®#* 

ygjgjjgpl •’ ■ 

named 


Jordan, France stress need to 
resume peace talks on all tracks 

De Charette: Paris will take initiatives 
to ensure revival of peace process 


By Mervat Suwadeh 

with agency dispatches 

AMMAN — French For- 
eign Minister Herve de 
Charette concluded a one- 
day visit to the Kingdom 
Tuesday during which he 
held talks with His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince 
Hass an. the Regent, and 
Prime Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti on the Mid- 
dle East peace process and 
bilateral relations. 

The talks also dealt with 
economic issues and 
French financial aid to the 
Kingdom. This year, France 
provided the Kingdom with 
loans amounting to JD 1 1.2 
million and Mr. de Charette 
said that his country will 
provide Jordan with grants 
on case-by-case basis. 

In a press conference 
before leaving for Israel on 
the fourth leg of his Middle 
Eastern tour, Mr. de 
Charette said that France, 
which is trying to be more 
involved in the Middle 
East is not competing with 
the United States for a role 
in the peace process, but 
rather seeking "cooperation 
and coordination" with it in 
order to revive the stale- 
mated peace talks. 

Mr. de Charette said that 


his country could offer “a 
favourable contribution,'’ 
alongside others, to the 
peace process in the Middle 
East. 

“We do not want to 
monopolise a role in the 
Middle East," Mr. de 
Charette said. "But we 
think that peace negotia- 
tions should be conducted 
on a dual track rather than a 
single one,” he told 
reporters. 

He said “you might think 
that we compete with the 
United States, and there 
could be reasons for this 
thinking, but for us it is 
matter of coordination not 
competition." 

Mr. de Charette arrived in 
Amman Tuesday afternoon 
on the third leg of a region- 
al tour aimed at giving 
impetus to the stalled peace 
process. 

Mr. de Charette also 
hailed Jordanian-French 
relations, saying that the 
two countries havfr "identi- 
cal views” on key issues 
related to the situation in 
the region. 

Mr. de Charette reiterat- 
ed his country’s stance 
regarding the Middle East 
peace process, which, he 
said, is based on the “strict 
application of the Security 



His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan, the Regent, and Prime Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti Tuesday hold talks with French Foreign Minister Herve de Charette 
and the accompanying delegation (Photo by Yousef AJ ’Allan) 


Council resolutions."- 

“The peace process 
should be based on two 
principles, first the right for 
self-determination for the 
Palestinians and second the 
land -for- peace principle," 
he maintained. 

Information Minister 
Marwan Muasher said that 


“Jordan hopes to see France 
and the European Union 
play a political role in 
relaunching the peace 
process and not limiting 
itself to just supporting the 
process economically.” 

Dr. Muasher also told 
reporters that the talks 
Pnnce Hassan and Mr. 


Kabariti held, with Mr. de 
Charette focussed on the 
outcome of Mr. de 
Charette's visit to Syria and 
Lebanon and the need to 
resume the peace process 
on all tracks. 

Dr. Muasher added that 

(Continued on page 7) 


Arafat, Levy find 
common ground 


EREZ CHECKPOINT, 
Gaza Strip (Agencies) — 
Breaking the ice with the 
Palestinians, Israeli Foreign 
Minister David Levy met 
Tuesday with Yasser Arafat 
and said the two discovered 
enough common ground to 
continue with peacemaking. 

Mr. Levy and Mr. Arafat 
repeatedly shook hands and 
smiled for the cameras after 
their two-hour exchange, the 
first top-level contacts since 
the May 29 election victory 
of Israeli right-wing leader 
Benyamin Netanyahu. 

The meeting was also a 
turning point for Mr. 
Netanyahu’s hardline Likud 
Party which for years had 
demonised Mr. Arafat as a 
murderer and denounced 
those holding talks with 
him, including Mr. 
Netanyahu's predecessor, 
Shimon Peres. 

“History. Who would have 
believed it?" said an Israeli 
TV commentator as the 
Levy-Arafat handshake was 
broadcast. 

Mr. Arafat was cordial and 
relaxed Tuesday during a 
joint news conference with 
Mr. Levy — in marked con- 
trast to his downcast 
demeanour in the weeks fol- 
lowing the defeat of Mr. 
Peres, his peace partner. 

“We shall work side-by- 
side in order to support this 
relationship for the benefit 
of Israel and the Palestinian 
people,” Mr. Arafat said. 

He said he and Mr. Levy 
approached each other with 
"open hearts,” and that he 
hoped the same spirit would 
guide future talks. 

Mr. Arafat said be expect- 
ed that the remaining ele- 
ments of the autonomy 


agreement, including a par- 
tial Israeli troop withdrawal 
from the West Bank town of 
Hebron, be carried out “very 
soon." 

Mr. Levy did not refer to 
any specific agreements, but 
profusely praised Mr. 
Arafat's openness and readi- 
ness to cooperate. 

“1 have no doubt that what 
we achieved today will give 
a push to the process that is 
meant to bring peace to 
Israel and the Palestinians," 
the foreign minister said. 

Israel Radio said the meet- 
ing was conducted in Arabic 
and Hebrew, with translators 
at their side. Die Moroccan- 
born Levy speaks some 
Mughrabu a Moroccan 
dialect of Arabic, which is 
often difficult for Palestini- 
ans to understand. 

Mr. Netanyahu reiterated 
Tuesday that he felt he 
should only meet with Mr. 
Arafat if it was vital for 
Israel’s security. He report- 
edly made the remarks in a 
closed-door session of par- 
liament’s defense and for- 
eign affairs committee. 

The prime minister said 
the Levy-Arafat exchange 
was aimed at starting talks 
between Israel and the 
Palestinians on how to fulfill 
pledges made in earlier 
peace agreements. 

"The purpose of these 
negotiations would be to 
complete the interim agree- 
ments that Have not been 
completed because of Pales- 
tinian Authority violations," 
Mr. Netanyahu told 
reporters in Jerusalem. 

I think this will help us put 
into place the formula I 

(Continued on page 7) 


No signs a bomb 
caused TWA crash 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) 
— A Clinton administration 
official said Tuesday that tests 
so far by the FBI on wreckage 
from TWA Flight 800 showed 
no signs that a bomb caused 
the explosion. 

"We have no results that the 
residues tested positive" to 
indicate that a bomb had been 
responsible, said the official 
who declined to be identified. 
He was elaborating on 
remarks by the White House 
that the wreckage appeared to 
show traces of chemical 
residue. 

The official said the residue 
tests, involving metal and 
plastic wreckage and not 
human tissue, bad been done 
overnight or earlier Tuesday 
at the FBI's laboratory at its 
Washington headquarters. 

“The testing here shows no 
residue of a bomb," the offi- 
cial said. But he added that 
further tests would be con- 
ducted as more wreckage, 
including the fuselage, was 
recovered from the Atlantic 
Ocean. 

White House Chief of Staff 
Leon Panetta earlier told 
reporters while travelling with 
President Bill Clinton in Cali- 
fornia that the results of the 
tests were expected within 24 
or 48 hours. The official said 
that apparently referred to two 
pieces of wreckage being 
shipped to the FBI laboratory 
Tuesday. 

Ml Panetta later said he had 
received his information from 
a White House briefing. 
“Until I hear differently I am 
going to stick with this 
informtiott.” 

Asked about speculation 
that a terrorist blast downed 
the Paris-bound plane on 
Wednesday with 230 people 
on board, Mt Panetta said! 
“The problem is until you get 
thar actual analysis, it’s tough 


to come to that conclusion." 

“But clearly, that's die area 
dial they’re looking at most 
closely and they need to ship 
it io the FBJ Jab ... to get an 
accurate assessment of what 
the chemical residue was.” 

Asked if the president was 
considering a visit to the fam- 
ilies of the victims, Mr. Panet- 
ta said a decision would be 
made soon on an “appropriate 
forum” for the meetings. 

In New York meanwhile, 
lawyers involved in lawsuits 
ova- the 1988 bombing of a 
Pan Am jet over Lockerbie, 
Scotland say they have 
already been contacted to rep- 
resent some of the families of 
victims of last Wednesday’s 
TWA crash. 

Lee Kremdler, lead plain- 
tiffs lawyer in the litigation 
against Pan Am and its insur- 
ers. told Reuters be has been 
hired by the family of two vic- 
tims and his office has 
received other calls. The New 
York firm of Baumeister 
Samuels, which was .also 
active in die- Lockerbie litiga- 
tion, said it bad received calls 
but had not yet been retained. 

Lawyers said that although 
no cause for the explosion has 
yet been determined, there are 
only three possibilities: A 
problem with the plane itself, 
a bombing or missile attack. 

Mr, Kreindler said while 
there was speculation the dis- 
aster that killed 230 people 
was caused by an explosive 
device, the Boeing 747 also 
has a history of structural 
cracks. 

than two per cent of 
the jet has been recovered so 
far, but both ABC and CNN 
television news have reported 
that investigators were lean- 
ing toward die sabotage theo- 
ry based on the evidence of a 
wing fragment found last 
week. 


Israeli agent tells of 
cold-blooded killing 
of two Palestinians 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — An Israeli securi- 
ty agent has described pub- 
licly for the first time the 
cold-blooded killing of two 
Palestinians captured after 
a bus hijack, a newspaper 
reported here Tuesday. 

Ehud Yatom, 48, who is 
leaving the internal security 
agency Shin Beth after 24 
years service, told the 
Yediot Aharonot daily he 
was proud of the operation 
in which all four Palestin- 
ian gunmen were killed on 
April 12, 1984. 

Mr. Yatom. in excerpts of 
an interview to be pub- 
lished in foil on Friday, said 
Shin Beth agents covered 
up the truth surrounding the 
killings and lied to a com- 
mission of inquiry about 
the events surrounding the 
hijacking of a bus near Tel 
Aviv. 


Two of the Palestinian 
commandos were killed 
when the bus was stormed 
and the two others captured 
and photographed by media 
covering the hijacking. 

The two Palestinian pris- 
oners were “put in the tran- 
sit (car) and set off. En 
route, I received an order 
from (Shin Beth chief) 
Avraham Shalom to kill 
them, and so I killed them,” 
Mr. Yatom said. 

"I am one of the few who 
came away from the affair 
with a clear conscience. I 
am proud of what I did," he 
said. 

The execution of the two 
Palestinians on the orders 
of the then — leader of 
Shin Beth caused a huge 
scandal in Israel at the time, 
but the 11 agents involved 
in the operation were all 
given a presidential pardon. 


‘Netanyahu to propose 
pullout from Lebanon’ 


OCCUPIED 

JERUSALEM (Agencies) 
— Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu is to 
propose to U.S. envoy 
Dennis Ross a conditional 
Israeli pullout from south- 
ern Lebanon in a bid to 
relaunch the peace talks 
with Syria, the daily 
Haaretz said Tuesday. 

Under the proposed deal 
Israel would withdraw 
from the border strip it has 
occupied in southern 
Lebanon since 1985 in 
return for the disarmament 
of Iranian-backed Hizbol- 
lah guerrillas, the paper 
said. 

Mr. Netanyahu will also 
ask for some kind of 
deployment to guarantee 
security along Israel's 
northern border with 
Lebanon, the scene of 
tense cross-border clashes 
and raids. 

According to Haaretz, he 


discussed his proposals 
with U.S. President Bill 
Clinton in Washington ear- 
lier this month and with 
Egyptian leader Hosni 
Mubarak in Cairo on 
Thursday. 

He is due to meet with 
Mr. Ross, the U.S. State 
Department coordinator 
for the Middle East, on 
Thursday, the paper added. 

Mr. Ross arrived in Syria 
on Tuesday for talks with 
President Hafez Al-Assad 
on how to resume Syrian- 
Israeli peace negotiations. 

Shortly before Mr. Ross 
arrived, Syria’s state-run 
radio said Damascus will 
not resume talks with Israel 
unless Mr. Netanyahu 
abandons his opposition to 
trading occupied Arab land 
for peace. 

"There will be no dealing 
with the government of Mr. 
Netanyahu unless it can- 
cels its settlement plans 


and clearly commits itself 
to the return of the occu- 
pied Arab lands,” the radio 
said. 

The radio repeated 
Syria’s criticism of the 
United States for failing to 
put pressure on Mr. 
Netanyahu during the pre- 
mier’s visit to Washington 
last month. 

Mr. Ross, who will visit 
Israel and Jordan before 
returning to Washington, 
held talks in London on 
Monday with His Majesty 
King Hussein and Sultan 
Qaboos of Oman on how to 
revive the Arab-Israeli 
peace talks. 

Experts say the Israeli- 
Syrian talks, on ice since 
February, could be 
resumed on the basis of the 
invitations sent by the 
United States to both sides 
to join the 1991 Madrid 

(Continued on page 7) 


Iran played ‘crucial’ role in Israel-Hizbollah prisoner swap 


TEHRAN (Agencies) — 
Iran played a “crucial” role 
in the unprecedented pris- 
oner swap between Israel 
and Lebanon’s Hizbollah, 
Iranian Foreign Minister 
Ali Akbar Velayati said 
Tuesday. 

“Iran, along with Germany, 
played a crucial role in 
making the deal a success," 
he .told the English-lan- 
guage daily Iran News. 

The minister confirmed that 
German envoy Bemd 
Schmidbauer, who mediat- 
ed the deal, was “recently" 
in Tehran and welcomed 
Germany’s “active role in 
the region, like France's in 
coordination with Iran." 


On Sunday the Hizbollah 
released 17 members of 
Israel’s proxy militia the 
South Lebanon Army 
(SLA) and returned the 
remains of two Israeli sol- 
diers, in exchange for the 
bodies of 123 anti-Israeli 
fighters and 45 Lebanese 
prisoners freed from . the 
notorious Khiam Jail in 
South Lebanon. 

Tehran for its part asked 
Bonn to work to determine 
the fate of three Iranian 
diplomats and a photogra- 
pher with Iran's official 
news agency IRNA missing 
in Lebanon since 1982.' 
Tehran believes they were 
kidnapped and taken to 


Israel. 

“We hope that the efforts 
of Mr. Schmidbauer will 
lead to determine the fate of 
Iranian diplomats who have 
been transferred to Israel 
according to reliable infor- 
mation," foreign ministry 
spokesman Mahmoud 
Mohammadi said Monday. 

He said his country would 
“spare no effort to ensure 
the release of Lebanese and 
Palestinian prisoners and 
return of remains by the 
Zionist regime." 

Israel’s former Prime 
Minister Shimon Peres 
admitted Monday for the 
first time that the Jewish 
state had had indirect con- 


tacts with Iran over the pris- 
oner issue in secret Ger- 
man-mediated negotiations. 

Mr. Schmidbauer said 
Tuesday he was convinced 
an Israeli pilot missing for 
10 years was still alive. 

‘T have signs that justify 
the impression that Ron 
Arad is alive,” Mr. Schmid- 
bauer told the German 
daily Bild. 

“There will soon be other 
discussions for the return of 
three other dead Israeli sol- 
diers and the exchange of 
the Israeli pilot Ron Arad," 
he added. 

Arad was shot down over 
southern Lebanon In 1986, 
and is the only one of six 


missing Israeli soldiers still 
thought by Israel to be 
alive and in detention. 

Israel has accused the 
Iranian-backed Hizbollah 
of holding Arad, but the 
organisation has denied the 
charges. 

Hizbollah leader Sheikh 
Hassan Nasrallah said 
Monday that his guerrillas 
had promised Mr. Schmid- 
bauer they would try to find 
news of Arad’s fate. 

Other unconfirmed 
reports have said that Arad 
was being held in Iran, but 
that has been denied by the 
Islamic republic. 
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U.S. authorises employees 
to leave Saudi Arabia 


Jordan Times, Wednesday, July 24, 1996 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
State Department said that all 
U.S. government employees 
based in Saudi Arabia, as well 
as their families, who wished 
to return home for security 
reasons could do so at gov- 
ernment expense. 

In a statement spokesman 
Nicholas Bums on Monday 
said Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher had 
approved the voluntary 
departure of all U.S. govern- 
ment employees in Saudi 
Arabia and their dependents 
at government expense. 

But Mr. Bums said; “The 
U.S. government is confident 
in the stability of Saudi 
Arabia and in its commitment 
to provide security for all 
Americans in the kingdom.” 

“By this action the U.S. 
government does not recom- 
mend that U.S. citizens or 
their families depart Saudi 


Arabia. The U.S. government 
does encourage them to take 
appropriate and prudent pre- 
cautions given the security 
situation in the region.” he 
said. 

A State Department spokes- 
woman said there were “sev- 
eral hundred” Americans 
involved in official duties in 
Saudi Arabia as well as up to 
5,000 U.S. troops at bases 
there who would qualify for 
free transport out of the coun- 
try. The statement did not say 
whether such departures 
would be considered tempo- 
rary or permanent 

Earlier on Monday, Saudi 
security forces sealed off a 
road in Riyadh and removed 
suspicious parcels after a 
bomb scare on the block 
where five Americans and 
two Indians were killed by a 
bomb last year, according to 
residents. 


The incident followed a 
second bomb attack last 
month in which 19 American 
airmen were killed at a mili- 
tary bousing complex in the 
eastern city of Dhahran. 

The parcels were found in a 
1.5-metre gap between newly 
enacted concrete security bar- 
riers and a high wall sur- 
rounding a U.S. housing 
compound, residents said. It 
was less than 500 metres 
from the site of last 
November's car bomb at a 
U.S.-run military training 
centre. 

About 40,000 Americans 
live and work in die kingdom. 

U.S. task force 
arrives in Riyadh 

Meanwhile, a U.S. task 
force has arrived in tbe Saudi 
capital of Riyadh to review 
security at U.S. military facil- 


ities after last month's bomb- 
ing. a U.S. military official 
said Tuesday. 

The task force headed by 
retired U.S. army General 
Wayne Downing arrived in 
Riyadh late Monday after it 
spent a week in Khobar inter- 
viewing U-S- military person- 
nel who witnessed the June 
25 truck bombing, Major Jim 
Stratford said 

It has looked at ways to 
improve security but it is too 
early for it to draft recom- 
mendations, Maj. Stratford 
added Tbe task force is due 
to return to the United States 
next week. 

Defence Secretary W illiam 
Perry has instructed the com- 
mander of U.S. forces in the 
Gulf to draw up plans for 
relocating troops now based 
in vulnerable urban areas like 
Riyadh. 


Egypt authorities seize Croatian 
ship for damaging coral reefs 


PORT SAID, Egypt (AFP) 
— Egyptian authorities 
seized a Croatian ship on 
Tuesday after it caused 
nearly one million dollars 
damage to coral reefs, 
police sources said 

Meanwhile, an Egyptian 
refuelling ship sunk in the 
Suez Canal due to high 
wind and waves, causing a 
two square kilometre slick 
of petroleum products, port 
sources said. 

The Croatian cargo ship 
struck coral reefs late 
Monday near the underwa- 
ter nature reserve of Ras 
Mohammed ar the southern- 


most tip of the Sinai 
Peninsula. 500 kilometres 
southeast of Cairo, the 
police sources said 

The ship then tried to flee 
the scene but was stopped 
by port police, who forced it 
to dock at the nearby resort 
of Sharm A1 Sheikh. 

Tbe damage caused to the 
reef values around three 
million Egyptian pounds 
($882,000), they said, 
adding that the crew, whose 
size and nationality was not 
specified were arrested and 
the ship seized by authori- 
ties. 

The sources did not speci- 


fy the destination or depar- 
ture point of the ship. 
Meanwhile, the refuelling 
ship, carrying 1,000 tonnes 
of “petroleum materials” 
sunk completely late 
Monday near the Port of 
Suez town on the canal’s 
southern mouth, 135 kilo- 
metres east of Cairo. 

Port authorities managed 
to save the boat's seven- 
member crew and equip- 
ment was deployed to clean 
up the resulting spill, which 
spread over a two-square- 
kilometre area, the sources 
said. 


Iraq plans food importation under oil deal 


BAGHDAD (R) — Iraqi 
food imports under partial 
. sales will- amount to 
about 2.3 million tonnes in 
six months, according to 
documents obtained by 
Reuters on Tuesday. 

The documents, part of 
Iraq's food distribution plan 
approved by the United 
Nations last week, show 
that the Iraqi government 
has earmarked $870 million 
for food imports. 

Some $450 million of the 
total $1.32 billion Baghdad 
will have after the oil sales 
will go for humanitarian 
goods like medicines and 
spare parts for water sanita- 
tion systems. 

Under the May 20 U.N. 
deal to allow limited oil 
sales while economic sanc- 
tions over Iraq’s 1990 inva- 
sion of Kuwait remain in 
place, Iraq must subtract 30 
per cent from the total $2 
billion in oil sales it is 
allowed to pay victims of 
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the invasion and to meet 
certain U.N. costs. 

The food imports will 
include 1.3 million tonnes 
of wheat, 319,000 tonnes of 
rice, 128,000 tonnes of 
cooking oil and 128,000 
tonnes of pulses. 

Iraq will start buying the 
food once proceeds from 
the limited oil sales deal are 
placed in the U.N. escrow 
fund, the documents said. 

Other substantial imports 
include 19.000 tonnes of tea 
and 7S.000 tonnes of soaps 
and detergents. 

Under the distribution 
plan, the monthly flour 
ration will jump from the 
current seven kilos (15.4 lb) 
to nine kilos (I9.8b), the 
amount of rice will double 
to 2.5 kilos (.5.5 lb) and 
sugar to two kilos (4.4 lb) 
from 0.5 kilos (1.1 lb). 

The World Food 
Programme (WFP) in 
Baghdad, responsible for 
distributing food in Iraq's 


three northern provinces 
and observing rationing in 
tbe resr of tftfe country, con- 
firmed tbe figures. 

Tun Myat, WFP’s country 
director in Iraq, said that the 
extra food rations would 
boost protein intake. 

“In certain areas of the 
country tbe situation is sim- 
ply appalling. The people 
are in pain and suffering," 
Mr. Myat said, 

Mr. Myat said on the basis 
of his discussions and find- 
ings he felt confident that 
“the Iraqis were committed 
to make sure the oil deal 
works." 

U.N. Secretary-General 
Boutros Gbali last week 
approved rules governing 
the distribution of humani- 
tarian supplies in Iraq, but 
before the Iraqi oil flows to 
international markets the 
U.N. sanctions committee 
will have to adopt rules con- 
trolling oil sales and food 
purchases. 


Chinese 
police 
arrest 3 
Iranians 
suspected 
of theft 


BEIJING (AFP.) — Chinese 
police have arrested three 
Iranians suspected of stealing 
goods and more than 20,000 
yuan ($2,400) in cash while 
travelling through several 
provinces, tbe Guangming 
daily said Tuesday. The three, 
who were arrested in the cen- 
tral province of Hunan, 
arrived in tbe farwestem town 
of Ununqi on May 22, and 
allegedly stole money in a 
swing through several 
Chinese pities from. July 1 to 
4, the paper said. The , Iranian 
embassy has been informed' of 
their case and tbe three remain 
in detention in the Hunan city 
of Changsha, it added. 



Israeli Foreign Minister David Levy (left) and Palestinian President Yasser Arafat shake hands at the end of then- 
press conference Tuesday (Reuters photo) 

Levy viewed as moderate among hardliners 


TEL AVIV (R) — It came 
as no surprise that David 
Levy was the first cabinet 
minis ter in Israel’s five- 
week-old right-wing gov- 
ernment to meet 
Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat 
Tbe 57-year-old foreign 
minister has led the effort 
to ease Arab concerns over 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu's opposition to 
trading land for peace and 
is seen a relative moderate 
among hardliners. 

A week after Mr. 
Netanyahu formed his 
Likud-led government in 
June. Mr. Levy made clear 
Israeli leaders would con- 
tm^e.meetipg.vyith.tiae. /nan 
his natty had. .for years 
branded a “teftdrisC’, M .‘ 
“The national and state 
obligation is to speak to tbe 
partner. This is the repre- 


sentative chosen by the 
population there," he said. 

Few doubted Mr. Levy 
would be the first member 
of Mr. Netanyahu’s gov- 
ernment to shake Mr. 
Arafat’s hand but the 
extent of his influence in 
Mr. Netanyahu's govern- 
ment remains to be seen. 
“David Levy, regrettably, 
is not involved at all in 
shaping Israel's foreign 
policy," said Labour 
Parliament Member Yossi 
Beilin, a key figure in 
peace talks with the 
Palestinians under the pre- 
vious left-centre Israeli 
government. 

-rt-fp IDavrdvLevy-' shakes ■ 
his, hand. -(but) is unable. 
tO -teH- him' anythi^ -(of ' 
substance), thi?“%B<£gIhg rl 
will proV£'to be cbmpTete 
unnecessary and maybe 
worse,” Mr. Beilin told 


Israel's army radio. 

The Moroccan-born 
Levy, foreign minister in a 
previous Likud govern- 
ment led by Yitzhak 
Shamir, bolted the party 
last year after a long rival- 
ry with Mr. Netanyahu but 
merged his Gesher faction 
with Likud for a promise 
he would get the job again. 

Last January. Mr. Levy 
said he supported giving 
back to Syria some of the 
Israeli-occupied Golan 
Heights in return for peace 
— a position that contra- 
dicts the guidelines of Mr. 
Netanyahu’s administra- 
tion. 

• Those -guidelines- did 1 not 
prevent Mr. -Levy .-from 
asserting in June- that -Israel^ 
and" ’Syrid 

halfway” if both' had a gen- 
uine interest in peace. 

Mr. Levy is credited with 


pushing thenPrime Min- 
ister Shamir to agree in 
1991 to the Middle East 
peace conference in 
Madrid that brought the 
Jewish state to the same 
table with Syrian. 
Lebanese, Jordanian and 
Palestinian representatives. 

But Mr. Levy, a former 
construction worker who 
climbed his way to the top 
as a union man, has not 
hesitated to align himself 
with political hawks to fur- 
ther his career. 

Earlier this month he put 
his job on the line to force 
Mr. Netanyahu to add Ariel 
Sharon to his government, 

• a. staunch opponent . of 
j g^I-PaJ^jSh<^^fl<ife 
, Organisation peace moves,' 
: in an alliaifc^ttiat analysts ' 
' sdid migHt^pose a' chal- 
lenge to Mr. Netanyahu’s 
leadership. 


Second hunger striking prisoner dies in Turkey 
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CHURCHES 
SL Mary of Nazareth 
Church Sweifieh.Tel. 810740 
Assemblies of God Church 
Tel. 632785. 

SL Joseph Church Tel. 624590 
Church of the Annunciation 
Tel. 637440. 

De la Salle Church Tel. 
661757. 

Terra Sancta Church TeL 622366 
Anglican Church Tel. 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Church 
Tel. 77 1 33 1. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
Tel. 775261. 

St. Ephraim Church Tel. 771751. 
Amman International 

Church Tel. 652526 
Evangelical Lutheran 
Church Tel. S24328. 
German-speaking 
Evangelical Congregation 
Tel. 845457 

Tbe Latter-Day Saints Tel. 


654932. 

Church of Nazarene TeL 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman Tel. 811295 
English-speaking Latin 
Catholics Parish Tel. 614190. 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the 
Department of Meteorology. 
Temperatures are expected to 
drop with winds northwester- 
ly moderate to active. In 
Aqaba, winds will be norther- 
ly moderate to active and seas 
calm. 

MinVMax. temp. 

Amman 20/31 

Aqaba 25/37 

Deserts 20/36 

Jordan Valley 23/37 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 34, Aqaba 38 
Humidity readings; Amman 
40 per cent, Aqaba 46 per cent 

USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

Dr. Ramzi Mzawi 894788 

Dr. Salman Daboubi 776751 
Dr. Bassam Karadsheh 

759200 

Dr. Abdul Wahab Awad 
846070 

Firas pharmacy 661912 


Ferdows pharmacy ...S902S0 
A1 Asema pharmacy 
..637055 

A1 Salam pharmacy ..636730 

Yaconb pharmacy 644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy 637660 
Nairoukh pharmacy 

..623672 

Nqjib pharmacy 847632 

IRBID: 

Dr. Ahmad Qanu 281484 

AJ Quds pharmacy ( — ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Samir Al Lawzi ...989601 
Khalifeh pharmacy -.9854 17 

EMERGENCIES 
Food Control Centre .63711 1 
Civil Defence Department 
661I1I 

Civil Defence Immediate 
Rescue 630341 
Civil Defence Emergency 
199 

Rescue Police 192. 621 II I, 
637777 

Fire Brigade 

617101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 

843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Department 
630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 

661176 

Ware rand Sewerage Comp- 
laints 897467 

Amman Municipality Co- 
mplaints 787 1 1 1 


ISTANBUL (AFP) — A 
second leftist prisoner on 
hunger strike died in 
Bayrampasa prison here 
early Tuesday, his lawyers 
said. . 

Ten other hunger strik- 
ing prisoners, also in 
Bayrampasa. were said by 
the Istanbul Association of 
Medical Doctors to be in a 
coma and liable to. die at 
any time. 

Altan Berdan Kerirn- 
giller, in prison since 
1992, had been suffering 
from internal bleeding and 
went into a coma before 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Reparis 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 

; 661101 

Jordan Television 773111 

Radio Jordan 7741 1 1 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 
815615 

Electric Power Company 
636381 

RJ Flight Information 08- 
53200 

Queen Alia Inti. Airport 08- 
53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

H ossein Medical Centre 
813813/32 

Khalidi Maternity, 644281/6 
Akileh Maternity, 642441/2 
Jabal Amman Maternity 

642362 

Malhas, J. Amman ....636 1 40 
Palestine, Shmeisani 
607071 

Shmeisani Hospital 669131 
University Hospital 845S45 
AI-Muasher Hospital 
667227/9 

The Islamic, Abdali 666126/37 

Al-Ahli, Abdali 664164/6 

Italian, AJ-Mubajreen 
777101/3 

Al-Bashir, 775111/26 

Army, Marka 

891611/15 


he died in Bayrampasa 
Tuesday morning on the 
65th day of his hunger 
strike. 

Kerimgiller, whose trial 
was still going on, was 
accused of taking part in 
the killing of two retired 
generals and a prosecutor 
as a leading member of 
the outlawed 

Revolutionary People’s 
Liberation Party and Front 
(DHKP/C). 

The state security court 
prosecutor had demanded 
a death sentence for 
Kerimgiller, who died at 


the age of 28. 

The Association of 
Medical Doctors said the 
10 other hunger striking 
prisoners could die even if 
the strike ended now. 

“Such a long hunger 
strike very seriously dam- 
ages the nervous system 
and the brain. And this 
may lead to death or last- 
ing and untreatable disor- 
ders,” Sebnem Korur 
Fincanci, the association’s 
secretary general, told 
reporters. 

Sources said several 
other hunger strikers in 


other prisons were also 
believed to be in a serious 
condition. 

Scores of leftist prison- 
ers began the strikes in 
protest at poor living con- 
ditions in May. Hundreds 
of other prisoners are sup- 
porting the extremists by 
holding rotational hunger 
strikes. 

On Sunday another left- 
ist prisoner. Ay gun Ugur. 
died in Umraniye prison 
here on the 63rd day of his 
hunger strike. Ugur, 25, 
was sentenced to 12 years 
six months in prison for 


involvement in armed 
attacks and membership to 
the outlawed Maoist TKP 
(ML) Turkish Communist 
Party (Marxist Leninist). 

Justice Minister Sevket 
Kazan, a close aide to the 
new pro-Islamic Prime 
Minister Necmettin 
Erbakan, has made no 
statement on the deaths of 
hunger strikers since the 
first loss of life Sunday. 

Last week Mr. Kazan 
said he was working on 
measures to improve con- 
ditions in prisons. 


Queen Alia Hospital 

602240/50 

Amal Hospital 

674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart 
and Special Surgery ..865 1 99 
ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital 

(09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

109)900560 

Ibn Sina . Hospital 
(09)986732 

Al Hflana Modern Hospital 

(09)990990 

IRBID: 

Princess Basina Hospital 
(02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 
(02)272275 

Ibn Al Nafees Hospital 

(02) 247100 
AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital 

(03) 314111 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALU 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied 
by Royal Jordanian (RJ) infor- 
mation department al tbe 
Queen Alia International 
Airport Tel. (08)53200 where 
it should always be verified. 
Information on other flights 
are supplied on pbone 08 
(52700) or 08(53250). 


ARRIVALS 

Jordanian 


(RJ) 


Royal 
Flights 

08:00 Damascus (RJ) 


09:30 

09:55 

Jeddah (RJ) 

10:10 ..Dubai. Abu Dhabi t RJ > 

10:50 Doha. Bahrain (RJ) 

15:45 New York. Amsterdam 
(RJ) 

17:30 ..Toronto. Montreal (RJ) 
18:00 Paris (Rn 

18:15 . 


19:00. 
19:10. 
19:15 . 
19:15 . 

..Brussels, Geneva (RJ) 
..Frankfurt. Vienna (RJ) 
— London, Berlin (RJ) 

19:50 . 


00:30. 


01:10 . 


04:25 Singapore, Kuala 
Lumpur (RJ) 

Other Flights 

12:00 Sanaa (1Y ) 

13:00 
(PK) 
13:15 . 

Karachi, Abu Dhabi 

13:40.. 


14:30 .. 


15:00.. 

Vienna (OS) 

16:20... 


19:00 .. 


20:40.. 
21:10 .. 

...Ixindon. Beirut (BA) 
Beirut (ME) 

22:00.. 
22:35 .. 


23:20 .. 
23:30 .. 

Amsterdam (KL) 

03:35 .. 

-Amalia (TK) 


06:30 Tel Aviv (LY) 

Royal Wings (RW) Flights 
19:45 ..Tel Aviv (QAIAMRW) 

DEPARTURES 
Royal Jordanian |RJ) 
Flights 

11:00 Rome (RJ) 

11:15 Amsterdam. New York 
(RJ) 

11:40 Berlin. London (RJ) 

12:10 ..Tunis. Casablanca fRJ) 

12:45 Istanbul (RJ) 

20:45 Colombo (RJ) 

20:45 Beirut (RJ) 

21:10 Riyadh (RJ") 

21:10 Cairo (RJ) 

21:20 New Delhi (RJ) 

21:30 Calcutta. Bongkok(RJ) 

22:00 Dhahran (add) (RJ) 

22:15 Dubai, Muscat (RJ) 

23:45 Sanaa (RJ) 

04:30 Riyadh (RJ) 

Other Flights 

04:00 Amsterdam ( KL) 

08:45 Beirut (ME) 

09:15 London (BA) 

*3:00 Sanaa ( (IY) 

13; 45 Jeddah (SV) 

14:15 Abu Dhabi. Karachi 
(PK) 

W:15 Cairo (MS) 

14:30 Doha, Muscat (GF) 

15:30 .Tunis (TU) 

15:50 Vienna (OS) 

17:20 Shariqah (AH) 

20:00 Dubai (EK) 

23:10 Tel Aviv (LY) 

23:30 Lamaca (CY) 

00:20 Amsterdam (KL) 

04:00 Athens (OA) 


04:35 Antalia (JK) 

07:25 Tel Aviv (LY) 

07:45 Beirut, London (BA) 

Royal Wings (RW) Flights 
20:30 Aqaba (QAIA) (RW) 


Uppeiflirmr price in fib per kg- 

Apple 

700/500 

Banana. 

muon 

Banana f mukhamraar) _52Q/520 

Banana (imported).. 

800/500 

Cabbage 

370/280 

Carrot 

140/80 

Cauliflower. 

200/130 

Cucumber (large) 

140/80 

Cucumber (small) 

-230/140 

Eggplant 

-...200/120 

Garlic 

650/400 

Grapes 

,.430/300 

Lemon 

.—600/400 

Marrow (large) 

250/150 

Marrow (small). 

......420/280 

Mulukhiah 

.... 110/71) 

Onion (dry) 

150/80 

Okra 

JHA/dOfl 

Oranse 

doonno 

Plumb. TW250 

Pea. eennen 

Peach 

.—670/400 

Pear 

77ftffi0n 

Pepper i hot) 

--320/200 

Pepper ( sweet) 

300/200 

Potato 

*20/220 

StrineBean 

500/300 

Sweet melon 

.-180/120 

Tomato 

110/70 

Water melon 

—.110/70 
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Home News 

Princess Basma reviews women’s 
progress with visiting officials 


Jordan Times, Wednesday, July 24, 1996 


3 


AMMAN (PETRA) — 
HRH Princess Basma 
Tuesday received at the 
Queen Alia Fund for 
Social Development 
(QAF) members of the 
steering committee of the 
African and Middle East- 
ern panel of parliamentar- 
ians, currently meeting in 
Amman. 

Princess Basma briefed 
the committee members on 
the achievement of Jordan- 
ian women, women’s role 
in public life, and in deci- 
sion malting in the family 
and at national levels. 

She stressed the need for 
creating a balanced link 
between population and 
development issues and 
said Jordan and its African 
friends-should share relat- 
ed experiences in these 
spheres. 

She praised the decision 
to form a national parlia- 
mentary committee on 
development and popula- 
tion issues, and called on 
all parties concerned to 



HRH Princess Basina Tbesday receives at the Queen Alia Fund for Social Develop- 
ment (QAF) members of the steering committee of the African and Middle Eastern 
panel of parliamentarians, currently meeting in Amman (Petra photo) 


cooperate with this panel. 
The meeting was attended 
by Ministry of Education 


Secretary General Izzat 
Jaradat, members of the 
board of QAF and the sec- 


retary general of the 
National Committee on 
Population. 


*J 


18 Arab 
airlines to 
send staff 
for training 
in Amman 


AMMAN (Petra) — Eigh- 
teen Arab airlines Tuesday 
said they would send their 
employees for training at 
the soon-to-be-established 
regional training centre. 
The Arab Air Carriers 
Organisation (AACO) 

recently decided to make 
Ammgn. the. .location for 
die. , framing' centre fair; 
Arab, and .othe&airlines,; ,V; 

At the close of a two-day 
meeting of the AACO 
Training and Develop- 
ment Committee, partici- 
pants from the 18 airlines 
represented also 

announced the appoint- 
ment of Mousa Anz, 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) vice 
president for training, as 
the centre’s director begin- 
ning in September. 

AACO Secretary Gener- 
al Abdul Wahab Tuffaha, 
is expected to sign an 
agreement with the Euro- 
pean Union (EU) today on 
financing the centre. 

According to Mr. Tirffa- 
ha, the centre will start 
operations at a temporary 
site in October pending 
the construction of perma- 
nent premises. 

Mr. Tuffaha said that the 
AACO centre will start its 
activities by holding a 
joint tr ainin g seminar for 
Arab airline employees 
with the International Air 
Transport Association 
(IATA). 

The topic of this seminar 
will be the handling of 
dangerous materials by 
airlines. 

He also announced that 
the committee appointed 


* X - 

Wv 

. .■ head of Saudia training 
.. (Saudi Arabian national 


^ .. air carrier) Hassan Tayeb 


to be in charge of training 

' ■ • 

at the new Amman region- 


al centre. 

j * ?*-**<*■■' 

• Jfi -\'“I 

During the two days of 

• 

meetings, the committee 

A.-- -w*! 

■ , members discussed issues 

t t ? 

. such as raising the stan- 

± ' 

dard of air transport and 

J 

ground services by Arab 

htfi *■' - - ■ 

airlines to meet the needs 

**.=*-* *■ 

.. of modern air transporta- 

Wofe * 

tion and to face foreign 

ft. “ 

airline competition. 


: ' The members also 
' reviewed the planned 


" agenda for the new train- 

g_,3BO •« 

7 ing centre. 


.. Also Tuesday, IATA 

■ 1 

moved its technical staff 


-■ from London to its new 

% ^ * 

regional office in Amman. 
IATA resident represen- 

* 

■' ! , tative Khaled Mahdi, said 


■' that the office will cooper- 


• ■ ’ ate with the Arab airlines 

** 

* in addition 10 Iran Air and 

jf **?-■*• 1 * 

Pakistan International Air- 


lines (PLA). 


Government talks to business, community 
leaders about instituting 2-day weekend 


By Samir Hijjawi 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The govern- 
ment is once again looking 
at the feasibility of introduc- 
ing a two-day weekend and 
has begun discussions with 
business and community 
leaders. Minister of Industry 
and Trade All Abul Rag he b 
said Tuesday. 

Mr. Abul Ragheb told the 
Jordan Times that "this is 
just an idea that is being 
floated to the private sector 
for study." 

“The basic ■ reason- (for- a 
tworday. weekend) is to give 
government...^. . .employees, 
more-time for rest ami fami- 
ly visits, especially to fami- 
lies living in remote regions. 
It is also a way of encourag- 
ing domestic tourism and 
cutting down on public 
spending,” according to Mr. 
Abul Ragheb. 

He said that parallel to the 



Ali Abul Ragheb 

concept of a longer week- 
end, the government is con- 
sidering increasing the minv 
bex of hours. ii? the, workday, 
by one hour. ■ 

Mr. Abul Ragheb also said 
that the day they are looking 
to add to the official Rriday 
day-off are either Thursday 
or Saturday. 

According to the minister, 
the impact of a second offi- 
cial day-off on businesses 


and banks does not have to 
be a' problem. 

“Closing down govern- 
ment offices for two days 
does not necessarily mean 
that banks and industrial 
companies have to close for 
two days. In some countries 
banks and industries close 
for one day, while govern- 
ment departments close for 
two days, as is the case in 
the-United States.” 

The Executive Council of 
the Federation of Jordanian 
Chambers of Commerce 
which met earlier this week 
discussed 1 (he government’s 
two-tiay 1 Weekend concept. 

The' cbifncft’k chainnati 1 
said he and his colleagues 
would consult with the vari- 
ous chambers of commerce 
in the goveraorates to sound 
out their views on the pro- 
posal and its impact on var- 
ious sectors, whether nega- 
tive or positive. 


Court to release editor on bail 


By Rana Husseini 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — An editor of a 
weekly tabloid who was 
apprehended Saturday on 
charges of lack of accuracy 
in news reporting and of tar- 
nishing the image of the 
country, is expected to be 
released today, according to 
President of the Jordan Press 
Association (JPA) Seif 
Sharif. 

Mr. Sharif said the JPA 
received assurances from 
Judge Tawfiq Quaisy that the 
editor of Sawt A1 Mara’ (the 
voice of woman). Nasser 
Qamash. will be released on 
bail today. 

According to government 
sources, the move against 
Sawt A1 Mara's editor was 
prompted by a popular out- 
cry that led parliament last 
week to issue a statement 
urging the authorities and the 
media to take measures to 
put an end to writings that 
harm national unity and Arab 
and Islamic valuesL 


His Majesty King Hussein 
responded to the parliament’s 
call by sending a message to 
the speaker of the Lower 
House also adding his voice 
in criticising some writers 
who attempt to undermine 
national unity. 

In his July 16 message, the 
King voiced hope that news- 
papers live up to the aspira- 
tion of the Jordanian people 
and that they propagate the 
values and principles of this 1 
country. 

Mr. Oumash. editor of the 
two-year-old weekly, was 
called to the prosecutor gen- 
eral’s office Saturday after 
the Press and Publications 
Department filed a complaint 
about an article that was pub- 
lished in the newspaper enti- 
tled: “Raghadan Bus Termi- 
nal. ...prostitution, rape and 
drugs.” 

The May 29, article 
charged that the Raghadan 
Bus Terminal is neglected by 
the authorities and is becom- 
ing a ring for drug exchange, 
and children acting as con- 


nections between prostitutes 
and customers in rerun) for a 
commission. The report also 
mentioned some rape inci- 
dents. 

Charges pressed against 
Mr. Qamash by Prosecutor 
General Jamal Zogby include 
overlooking objectivity, hon- 
esty and accuracy in report- 
ing on news, publishing inac- 
curate Dews, and tarnishing 
the reputation of public facil- 
ities in Jordan. 

“We are against the arrest 
of any journalist and we will 
fight this issue until Mr. 
Qamash and any other 
reporter being detained are 
freed from jails,” Mr. Sharif 
said. 

Mr. Qamash was denied 
bail three times since his 
apprehension Saturday, 
director of the newspaper 
Jamal Muhtaseb said. 

On Monday Reporters 
Sans Frond eres, the Paris- 
based special interest group 
which promotes journalists' 
rights worldwide, appealed 
to His Majesty King Hussein 


to defend press freedoms and 
protested against the deten- 
tion of Mr. Qamash. 

Meanwhile, Mr. Zogby 
said Editor of Shiban Weekly 
Jihad Momani and columnist 
Ahmad Ouidi Abbadi are 
expected to appear at the 
Amman Court of First 
Instance on charges of under- 
mining national unity, incit- 
ing people to commit crimes 
and fuelling bigotry. 

The paper has often pub- 
lished articles containing 
anti-Palestinian sentiments. 

A case was filed by some 
individuals against Messrs. 
Momani and Abbadi, Mr. 
Zogby said without elaborat- 
ing. 

In a recent special session. 
Lower House deputies called 
for fostering national unity, 
and later His Majesty King 
Hussein sent a letter ro par- 
liament supporting this same 
objective. 

According to Mr. Zogby, 
the court is expected to begin 
hearing the case in the next 
seven days. 



Minister of State for Foreign Affairs Khalid Madadha Tbesday receives copies of the credentials of four newly 
appointed non-resident ambassadors to Jordan. The envoys are Hekki Latvanen of Finland (top left), Lars 
Blinkenberg of Denmark (top right), Mohammad Korina of Guinea (bottom left) and Oscar Kalvati of Honduras 
(bottom right) (Petra) 


Blacksmith killed in attic collapse 


By Rana Husseini 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — One person 
was killed and another seri- 
ously injured Monday 
when an attic collapsed and 
buried them under rubble. 

The accident occurred in 
a blacksmith shop near 
Sahab, according to Civil 
Defence Department 
(CDD) officials. 

A CDD official said the 
roof collapsed because it 
stored more than 600 iron 
pipes weighing over three 
tonnes. 

“The bridges holding the 
attic were fragile because 
they were only soldered 
and not supported by 
cement,” the CDD official 
told the Jordan Times. 

Two company employees 
were working in the shop 
when the attic collapsed at 


3:15 pm. 

It took CDD rescue teams 
30 minutes to pull the vic- 
tims from under the rubble, 
said the official. 

The official identified the 
deceased as Bader Habib, 
30, who suffered internal 
bleeding and a smashed 
skull. 

The other employee, 
Fahed Hassouneh, 27, suf- 
fered from fractures and 
bruises and is listed in fair 
condition at A1 Bashir Hos- 
pital. A third employee, 
Atef Mohammed, wit- 
nessed the accident and 
went into shock, the CDD 
said. He is also being treat- 
ed at A1 Bashir Hospital. 

Police search for dues 
in Naour deaths 

Meanwhile, authorities 
Tuesday continued their 


investigations into the 
shooting deaths of three 
family members found in 
their Naour -home Sunday, 
official sources said. 

The victims were a man, 
his wife and mother. 

Prosecutor General 
Zuhair Atiat, the investiga- 
tor on the case, pointed to 
"a possible murder/sui- 
cide.” 

“We have not questioned 
any of the family members 
yet, but based on evidence ' 
in the crime scene, it is 
most probably a 
murder/suicide,” Mr. Atiat 
told the Jordan Times Tues- 
day. 

The deceased were identi- 
fied as Bebars Sadiq, 40, 
his 70-year-old mother, and 
his wife, Duha Seifeddin, 
33. 

A close relative of the vic- 
tims said that Mr. Sadiq 


was very concerned about 
his financial troubles and 
was depressed. The rela- 
tive said he believed that 
Mr. Sadiq may have taken 
his own life. 

Mr. Atiat said that prelim- 
inary investigations indi- 
cate that Me Sadiq may 
have gone for his gun on 
the second floor, run into 
his mother and shot her in 
the neck. 

He theu probably went to 
his room, locked the door, 
shot his wife, and then shot 
himself, Mr. Atiat added. 

The prosecutor said Mr. 
Sadiq had resigned from his 
job a day before the inci- 
dent He said police found 
JD 189 on him. 

According to Mr. Atiat 
authorities will start ques- 
tioning family members 
over next few days. 


Britain says peace process 
must be an EU priority 


i i 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — British For- 
eign Secretary Malcolm 
Rifkind has said that the 
Middle East peace process 
must be a priority for the 
European Union (EU) as it 
has a large stake in the 
security and stability of this 
important region. 

Speaking at a meeting of 
the EU General Affairs 
Council in Brussels last 
week, Mr. Rifkind said the 
Florence Declaration 
agreed to by the G-7 at a 
pre-summit meeting in late 
June, makes clear the EU’s 
interest in the continuation 
and success of the peace 
process. 

He said the next step must 


be the implementation of 
the agreements decided 
upon in Oslo and Florence, 
which first means redeploy- 
ment of Israeli troops from 
Hebron. 

"But recognising Israel’s 
vital priority for security 
and the recent governmen- 
tal change, the country 
must be given time to for- 
mulate its policies,” ' Mr. 
Rifkind added. 

According to his state- 
ment, which was released 
yesterday by the British 
embassy in Amman, the 
second important step to 
concentrate on will be the 
relaxation of the closures of 
the West Bank and Gaza 
and the resumption of high 
level contacts between the 
Israelis and Palestinians. 


The EU, the foreign sec- 
retary affirmed, was assist- 
ing the Palestinians with 
counter-terrorism to reach 
"true and lasting security,” 
which be said ‘Ties in an 
equitable . settlement 
between Israel and its Arab 
neighbours, based on land 
for peace where the rights 
of all have been con- 
t cemed.^ ■ 

The European Union will 
play a. major role in sup- 
porting the Middle East 
peace process and will not 
allow it "to slip between the 
fingers of the world,” Mr. 
Rifkind stressed. 

According to the Florence 
Declaration, the European 
Union will continue to 
maintain its economic sup- 
port for the Palestinians. 
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The Philadelphia Youth Orchestra from the United Stales, the Jordanian Armed 
Forces band and the National Music Conservatory Monday play at the south 
theatre at the fifteenth Jerash Festival for Culture and Arts (photo by Yousef A1 
* Allan) 
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Sri Lankan army battle Tigers 
in bid to win back garrison 


COLOMBO (AFP) — Ta- 
mil Tiger guerrillas Tues- 
day battled Sri Lankan army 
reinforcements trying to re- 
capture an army garrison, as 
a terrified survivor said the 
camp had been destroyed by 
“human waves” of rebels. 

The Liberation Tigers of 
Tamil Eelam (LTTE) said 
its fighters had pinned down 
the soldiers, who were 
awaiting further reinforce- 
ments to relieve the rebels’ 
mounting pressure in the 
island's embattled north- 
east. 

But the government 
reported a further but slow 
advance towards the camp, 
located at Mullaitivu, some 
320 kilometres from here. 

A Defence Ministry state- 
ment said two landing craft 
had established a large 
beachhead south of Mullai- 
tivu after the air force had 
destroyed more than 100 
LTTE boats. 

"Troops... continue to 
advance while encountering 
heavy enemy resistance,” 
the statement added. 

“Since the troops operate 
in an area covered with jun- 
gle. a considerable time is 
being spent to mop up pock- 
ets of enemy resistance." 

The LTTE says it has 
killed 1,208 soldiers and 


officers for the loss of 241 
guerrillas since it launched 
the assault on the coastal 
garrison on July IS. 

The government has given 
no up-to-date toll but earlier 
admitted to losing at least 
300 soldiers while killing 
400 guerrillas. The military 
said more than 1U0 troops 
were wounded. 

“Heavy mortar fire from 
the LTTE fighters has 
pinned down the troop rein- 
forcements from making 
any headway,” a LTTE 
statement from London 
said. 

“The troops are digging in 
and awaiting further rein- 
forcements,” it said. 

Sri Lankan Deputy De- 
fence Minister Anuruddha 
Ratwatte pledged Sunday to 
recapture the camp, and said 
the LTTE was resisting the 
army advance with barrages 
of mortars and shells. 

Military sources said the 
garrison camp was on fire. 

In the first witness ac- 
count of the fighting, a sol- 
dier who survived the Mul- 
laitivu massacre by climb- 
ing up a tree said Tuesday 
that the garrison had been 
overrun by "human waves.” 

W.G. Damnike, 19, said 
from his hospital bed in the 
northwestern town of Anur- 


dhapura that hundreds of 
young male and female 
guerrillas took part in the 
pre-dawn offensive, the 
biggest by the LTTE to date. 

“I have never seen such an 
attack.” he said. “We fought 
as good as we can, but the 
Tigers pounded our camp 
with mortars. They literally 
rained mortars and shells 
□on-stop. 

“When I ran out of ammu- 
nition, I climbed a coconut 
tree with two other soldiers 
and remained there fora full 
24 hours. The mortar firing 
went on and on ... The 
Tigers poured in like human 
waves. There was no stop- 
ping them.” 

“Many soldiers who were 
wounded bled to death,” the 
survivor said. “The camp 
was fu lly destroyed (fry the 
LTTE). There is nothing left 
in the camp.” 

He later fled towards the 
Mullaitivu lagoon when the 
Tigers in the area switched 
location. He then took to the 
dense forests, where he 
dodged bombings by the Sri 
Lankan Air Force, and was 
ultimately rescued by army 
reinforc emen ts. 

The LTTE statement said 
more than 50,000 Tamils 
living close to the Mullai- 
tivu Camp had taken refuge 


in jungles following “indis- 
criminate shelling” by the 
airforce. 

The fighting came as se- 
curity forces went on a ma- 
ximum security “red alert" 
in Colombo to prevent trou- 
ble on a flashpoint anniver- 
sary. 

Police and soldiers with 
rifles were on guard near 
key government installa- 
tions. and carried out ran- 
dom checks of vehicles in a 
bid to detect Tamil Tigers 
who have often struck in the 
city. 

A small band of LITE 
rebels ambushed an army 
patrol in the island's north 
on July 23, 1983, killing 13 
soldiers. 

It was the biggest slaugh- 
ter of troops, drawn mainly 
from the Sinhalese majority 
community, by Tamil guer- 
rillas until then. It sparked 
off reprisals in Colombo by 
Sinhalese mobs which left 
some 600 people dead. 

The anti-Tamil carnage 
has since come to known as 
“black July.” An LITE ra- 
dio broadcast Tuesday said 
the Mullaitivu raid was to 
commemorate the anniver- 
sary. 


Critic of Bangladesh dictatorship declared president-elect 


DHAKA (AFP) — Shaha- 
buddin Ahmad, a widely- 
respected critic of Bang- 
ladesh's past lurches toward 
dictatorship, was declared 
president-elect Tuesday by 
the Election Commission, 
which said his nomination 
was unopposed. 

Mr. Ahmad, 66 , will suc- 
ceed President Abdur Rah- 
man Biswas, whose five- 
year term ends on Oct. 8 , as 
the country's 12 th bead of 
state, an Election Commis- 
sion source said. .. 

:: :Mr. Ahmad, a former top 
judge, ha^. been ' declared 
“elected the president of the 
People’s Republic of Bang- 
ladesh uncontested,” an 
Election Commission Ga- 
zette notification said. 

“Since Justice Shahabud- 
din Ahmad was the only 
candidate and since bis 
nomination papers were 
found valid after scrutiny 
held today ... (he) has been 
elected uncontested.” it 
added. 

Bangladesh's presidential 
election had been scheduled 
for Aug.l. but with Mr. 


Ahmad selected unopposed, 
voting has become redun- 
dant 

Mr. Ahmad served as the 
country’s acting president at 
the head of a caretaker gov- 
ernment which organised 
Bangladesh's first free elec- 
tions in 1991. 

Mr. Ahmad, a former 
chief justice of the Supreme 
Court, was nominated by 
the Awamj League govern- 
ment of Prime Minister 
Sheikh Hasina Wajed, die 
commission said. He is not 
affiliated with any political 
party. . . 

In Bangladesh's parlia- 
mentary system, the presi- 
dent is the titular head of 
state and commander-in- 
chief of the armed forces. 

Mr. Ahmad’s nomination 
was almost universally wel- 
comed by Bangladeshi me- 
dia and party leaders, with 
all national dailies promi- 
nently carrying his picture 
Tuesday. 

It was apparently not an 
easy task for Sheikh Hasina 
to convince Mr. Ahmad to 
come out of retirement and 


accept the nomination. 

The ruling Awami League 
“is very happy that a per- 
sonality like Justice Shaha- 
buddin, whose neutrality is 
above question and who is 
acceptable to 120 million 
Bangladeshis, has agreed," 
said Suranjit Sen Gupta, an 
advisor to the premier. 

“We hope that he will be 
the symbol and example of 
politics of national consen- 
sus in and outside the coun- 
try,” he said. 

The Bangladesh Nationa- 
list. jRart^. led by.-former. 
Prime- Minister J^aleda,, 
Zia, and. 'the'minoriry i Jattya 
Party (j'p)'of Hussain Mo- 
hammad Ershad. also wel- 
comed Mr. Ahmad’s nomi- 
nation. 

“Good luck and good 
health to Justice Shahabud- 
din," said Mrs. Khaleda's 
parliamentary deputy. Bad- 
ruddoza Chowdhury. 

JP Secretary General An- 
war Hossain said: “I wel- 
come him. as he earned his 
own reputation earlier as the 
acting president.” 

“He was hailed for organ- 


ising the 1991 free elections 
and 1 think the choice is 
very good for Bangladesh." 

But the Independent 
newspaper said Gen. Ershad 
appeared unhappy and re- 
fused to comment. 

Mr. Ahmad was the coun- 
try’s chief justice when he 
became the acting president 
as the consensus candidate 
of the country’s major polit- 
ical groups in December, 
1990. after Gen. Ershad was 
deposed as president in a 
pro-democracy campaign. 

•; t, Mr. ' Ahmad .consented to 
be nominated Sunday when 
. Sheikh Hasina telephoned 
him in a last-ditch effort to 
win him over. 

“I have tried sincerely 
since becoming prime min- 
ister that you become the 
president, not only becuase 
you are acceptable both at 
home and abroad, but you 
are also my well-wisher as 
well as guardian,” she said. 

“I personally need a 
guardian to run state affairs 
... I hope you will accept my 
request considering me as 
your daughter.” 


Flash flood threatens Dhaka 


DHAKA (AFP) — Flash 
floods which have gripped 
half of Bangladesh and 
affected 2.5 million people 
threaten the capital, Dha-ko, 
officials said Tuesday. 

The floods are also claim- 
ing more areas of the coun- 
try, though the situation in 
the worst-hit northern dis- 
tricts is improving as waters 
begin receding around ma- 
jor rivers, they said. 

Rivers crossing central 
and southern districts regis- 


tered a dramatic rise in 
water levels as gushing 
flood waters emptied into 
the Bay of Bengal, they 
said. 

They added that the over- 
all situation in 33 of Bang- 
ladesh's 64 administrative 
districts was “either static or 
improving." 

“With the improvement of 
flood situation in the north- 
ern districts, air-dropping of 
relief materials will be 
stopped from today 


(Tuesday), but aid opera- 
tions would continue in the 
affected areas," Relief 
Ministry official Sham-sud- 
din Ahmad said. 

Flood Information Centre 
officials said low-lying 
areas of central Dhaka and 
suburban areas had been 
inundated, threatening flood 
protection embankments as 
water levels rose in the 
Major Jamuna and 
Buriganga rivers. 

Army and paramilitary 


troops are working around 
the clock alongside civilian - 
agencies to help the flood- 
hit population, officials 
said. 

The floods, the second 
since early June, have left 
nine people dead and more 
than 2.5 million people 
affected, a Relief Ministry 
spokesman said. 

However, the unofficial 
toll rose to 39 in more than 
two months of flooding. 
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A woman on a raft made with banana trees lashed 
together, tries to reach higher ground as floods sweep 
areas near Bangladesh’s capital of Dhaka, inundated 
her rickety’ home Tuesday (Reuter photo) 



Mother, sister and relatives wail over the body of a 
young boy drowned after he slipped from the rooftop 
where they moved after floods submerged their house 
in the Dhaka suburbs. The floods have killed nearly 60 
people, mostly in the northern districts (Reuter photo) 







Sri L ankan policemen check identification of passengers of a bus entering the capital 
Colombo, where security has been stepped up Tuesday. Sri Lanka is bracing for rebel 
attacks to mark the 13th anniversar y of th e start of a bloody ethnic war between the 
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) and mainly Sinhalese government troops 
(Reuter photo) 

Suu Kyi urges tourists and 
investors to boycott Burma 


SINGAPORE (AFP) — Burmese opposi- 
tion leader Aung San Suu Kyi Tuesday 
urged foreign tourists and investors to boy- 
cott her country in order to put pressure on 
the militaiy junta in Rangoon. 

“We would like people to keep away dur- 
ing visit Myanmar year as a symbol of sol- 
idarity with the movement for democracy in 
Burma,” she told Singapore-based satellite 
network Asia Business News (ABN). 

Myanmar is the name given to Burma by 
the junta, known as the State Law and 
Order Restoration Council (SLORC). “Visit 
Myanmar Year” is a tourism promotion 
campaign launched by the SLORC, starting 
in November. 

The interview coincided with the ongoing 
annual meeting in Jakarta of the Associa- 
tion of South East Asian Nations (ASEAN), 
which gave the Burmese junta an added 
measure of legitimacy by granting it obser- 
ver status at the weekend. 

The SLORC, which seized power in 198S 
and refuses to honour the results of 1990 
general elections won massively by the 
opposition, has embarked on a hotel-build- 
ing spree in anticipation of a surge in tourist 
arrivals. 

Ms. Suu Kyi, .who was freed from six 
years of house arrest one year ago, told 
ABN that "wi 2 would like everybody who; 
loves democracy and human rights 46 keep ’ 
away from Burma to demonstrate the fact 
that they do not want to support a regime 
that practises injustice and oppression." 

“I don’t think any tourist has ever been 
invited to examine the prisons of Burma or 
to study forced labour camps or to see what 
it is like when people are moved from their 
homes of many, many years,” she said. 

She also urged foreign investors to shun 
Burma, calling in particular for French oil 
giant Total to sever its ties with the junta. 
Total is engaged in a major energy project 
in Burma. 

“We do not think now is the time for any 
foreign company to invest in Burma 
because the investments do not benefit the 
public at large. These investment only ben- 
efit a privileged few," she said. 

Earlier this month, European brewers 
Heineken and Carisberg scrapped plans to 
invest in Burma amid pressure from human 
rights groups in their home countries to pull 
out of the projects. 

Despite continued Western pressure, 
Burma is expected to be eventually admit- 
ted as a full ASEAN member in a few years. 

ASEAN members say this policy of con- 
structive engagement, involving close 
diplomatic contact and growing economic 
ties, would work better than sanctions to 
bring Burma into the international main- 
stream. 

ASEAN now includes Brunei, Indonesia, 
Malaysia, the Philippines. Singapore, 
Thailand and Vietnam. 

In Jakarta, U.S. Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher Tuesday urged South East 
Asian nations to use their' influence on the 
military regime in Burma, warning that 
Rangoon’s repression of human rights 
threatened regional stability. 

In a speech at the Asian Regional Forum 
of the Association of South East Asian 
Nations (ASEAN) meeting here. Mr. 
Christopher called on the countries to “con- 
sider the impact of current conditions in 
Burma on the region." 

He also called on them to obtain “con- 
crete results” from the military junta, 
known as the State Law and Order 


Restoration Council (SLORC). 

“The SLORC’s refusal to heed the desire 
of a majority of the Burmese people for a 
transition to democratic rule and its 
increased harassment of the democratic 
opposition ... raises the chance of instabili- 
ty, bloodshed and migration within Burma 
and across its borders," he said. 

"The steady deterioration of the rule of 
law has increased the threat that Burma’s 
burgeoning drug trade poses to citizens 
from Bangkok to Berlin. Shanghai to San 
Francisco,” he added. 

He also referred to the envoys sent by 
Washington to the region to discuss the 
Burmese situation with South East Asian 
nations who support a policy of “construc- 
tive engagement” with their neighbour. 

The policy is in opposition to a stonger 
stand advocated by the United States and 
the European Union, but so far Washington 
has been unable to convince ASEAN to 
change its position. 

In fact, ASEAN’s members last weekend 
warmly welcomed Burma’s accession to 
observer status — the first step towards full 
membership — and some of their leaders 
have been prickly towards what they con- 
sider as Western “interference” in national 
.affairs. 

This closer cooperation between ASEAN 
and Burma “make it especially important 
that the process of reconciliation move for- 
ward, not backward” between the junta and 
the opposition, lead by Ms. Suu Kyi, Mr. 
Christopher said. 

During a dinner Monday night, Mr. 
Christopher told his counterparts in 
ASEAN that the lack of democratic prog- 
ress in Burma could lead the U.S. Congress 
to force President Bill Clinton to impose 
economic sanctions against Burma. 

But the U.S. government would prefer not 
to tie its hands with a law and would like to 
see Burma's neighbours take a stronger 
stand. 

“We want to maintain a certain flexibili- 
ty.” said a senior U.S. official, who spoke 
on the condition of anonymity. He noted the 
U.S. did not have many more ways to pres- 
sure Burma, having already stopped bilater- 
al aid and imposed an embargo on arms 
sales. 

The official said Washington was not 
seeking to coerce ASEAN members. 

“We don’t expect them to change their 
public postures but we will continue to 
encourage them to weigh in on the SLORC 
to exercise restraint and release prisoners ... 
We will convey the mood in Washington," 
the source said. 

Mr. Christopher’s speech to the forum, 
which brings together 21 nations to discuss 
regional security issues, also touched on 
relations between China and Taiwan. He 
said the two countries should “continue tak- 
ing steps to reduce recent tensions in the 
Taiwan Strait, including a resumption of 
cross-strait dialogue." 

Mr. Christopher also said "we continue to 
uige North Korea to respond positively” to 
a proposal for four-party talks among 
Pyongyang, Seoul. Washington and Beijing 
on peace on the Korean peninsula. 

He called on ASEAN to increase contri- 
butions to the Korean Peninsula Energy 
Development Organisation, which was set 
up to provide North Korea with new 
nuclear power plants in exchange for a 
freeze on Pyongyang’s suspected nuclear 
weapons programme. 


U.S. threatens probe if U.N funds 
are used for Ghali reelection 


UNITED NATIONS (AFP) 
— The United States Mon- 
day threatened to investi- 
gate any use of U.N. per- 
sonnel or funds directed 
towards the reelection of 
LLN. Secretary General 
Boutros Ghali. 

James Rubin, the spokes- 
man for U.S. Ambassador to 
the United Nations Made- 
leine Albright, told repor- 
ters that Washington’s op- 
position to a second five- 
year term for Dr. Ghali was 
"irreversible." 

Moreover, he said, “we 
had concerns that U.N. 


employees and resources 
were going to be expended 
in an effort to obtain or pur- 
sue the reelection of the cur- 
rent secretary-general. 

He said “that would be 
inappropriate, and if that 
were to happen, we would 
want to look into the appro- 
priateness of any officials at 
the U.N. or resources going 
into that purpose." 

The United Nations is cur- 
rently in the throes of a 
financial crisis, and is owed 
$3.1 billion by member 
states. Roughly half is owed 
by Washington which has 


been withholding funds 
until wide-ranging reforms 
are implemented. 

On June 19. Dr. Ghali an- 
nounced that he would run 
for a second term, anticipat- 
ing publication of a New 
York Times article an- 
nouncing that Washington 
had decided to oppose his 
candidacy. 

Since then, the United 
States has made it clear that 
it would use its security 
council veto to block Dr. 
Ghali. Dr. Ghali’s mandate 
ends on Dec. 31. 


Schiffer: Reported 
breakup with . 
Copperfleld just- * 
an illusion 

BONN (AFP) — German 
supermodel Claudia Schif- 
fer Tuesday denied press 
reports of a breakup bet- 
ween her and fiance David 
Copperfleld saying that the 
two were still an item. 
“There is absolutely no 
truth to all this.” Schiffer 
told the popular German 
daily Bild, reacting to a 
press report in the British 
magazine Here!. “We are 
together and we see each 
other much more often than 
people think,” she said. 
“Who could care less that Vi 
we travel half around the 
world by plane to see each 
other for two days. We just 
want to live our life away 
from our daily work." The 
British magazine Monday 
had quoted a senior Chanel 
source as saying that the 
25-year-old German beamy 
and the .American magi- 
cian. 39. had split up. The 
two first met in 1994 dur- 
ing a David Copperfleld 
show in Berlin and became 
engaged soon after. 

3 held for pirating 
video of Japanese 
pop star 

TOKYO (AFP) — Police 
have arrested three people 
suspected of illegally tap- 
ing a concert by Japanese 
teen idol Takuya Kimura 
and selling copies of the vi- 
deo through mail order, a 
police spokesman said 
Tuesday. The 23-year-old 
male student and two 25- 
y ear-old women arrested 
near Tokyo Monday gener- 
ated estimated sales of 80 
million yen ($740,000) 
through pirated video tapes 
of Kimura and other Ja- 
panese pop stars, he said. 
Police seized 1,400 copies 
of video recordings of a 
concert by Kimura in Tok- 
yo almost two years ago. 

The tapes were distributed 
to mail-order customers 
across Japan at a price of 
6,000 yen each, the spokes- 
man said., The arrests came 
only a week after Japanese 
cosmetics giant Kanebo 
Ltd. launched the second 
stage of a highly-succesful 
advertising campaign fea- 
turing the 2 3 -year-old male 
heart-throb promoting a 
new type of lipstick. „ 
Widely known as Kimu- 
taku, a diminutive combin- 
ing both his family and 
given names, Kimura is a 
member of pop group 
Smap and is currently con- 
sidered the hottest young 
male property in the Japa- 
nese entertainment world. 

A television drama featur- 
ing the 23-year-old-scar 
won record ratings for Fuji 
Television Network Inc. 
when it premiered earlier 
this year. 

Man who 
confessed to 
murder of British 
girl arrested 

RENNES, France (AFP) 

7 - French Gendarmes 
investigating the rape and 
murder of a 13-year-old 
British girl on a school trip 
in Britanny have arrested a 
man who confessed to the 
crime, the investigating 
magistrate said Tuesday. 

The man, aged around 40 
and of no fixed address, ^ 
was picked up Saturday# 1 
near Sourdeval in north- 
west France and was 
placed under arrest in 
Saint-Maio after he con- 
fessed to the rape and mur- 
der of Caroline Dickinson 
in a youth hostel in the vil- 
lage of Pleine-Fougeres, 
magistrate Gerard Zaug 
said. “Some tests are un- 
derway following samples 
taken from the victim’s 
body and on the scene of 
the crime,” Mr. Zaug said 
in a statement. “The results 
of these tests should con- 
firm the confessions of the 
defendant.” Judicial offi- 
cials had earlier said that a 
composite portrait of the 
man, who has a record of 
sexual abuse, had. been 
shown Monday to inhabi- 
tants of Pleine-Fougeres. A 
source close to the youth | 

hostel said a reconstruction ! 

of the crime had been car- *- 
ried out in the building 1 

Monday in the suspect’s i 

presence. The girl was* with | 

a group of 40 children from 
a college in England. < 
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Chechen rebels criticise 
Moscow but want talks 


A statement t*y Mr. Yan- 


the goal of 


“Chechenya's indepen- 


Mr. Yandarbiyev accused; 


The agreements provided 


forces 


m 


The ceasefire is formally 
still in force but has been 
widely violated since Rus- 
sian forces, accusing the 
rebels of breaking it, 
launched military opera- 
tions in several parts of the 
north Caucasus territory, in 
which civilians have been 
killed. 

Mr. Yandarbiyev called on 
the United Nations and the 
Organisation for Security 
and Cooperation in Europe, 
which has mediated in 
peace talks, to set up a com- 
mision to investigate who is 
responsible for the renewed 
violence. 

It also reiterated calls for 
U.N. peacekeepers to be 
brought into the region ‘To 

g rotect civilians, against. 

ussia's state terrorism.” 
■Moscow. h^. 

Jar demands : in the past 
because it considers the 
conflict an internal Russian 
affair. 

Russian news agencies 
said Russian aviation was 
unable to attack the rebels 
for the second day in a row 
Tuesday because of bad 
weather. But artillery and 
tanks continued to pound 
rebel positions in the south- 
ern Shatoi region. 

Interfax News Agency 
said General Anatoly 
Kvashnin, the commander 


of the North Caucasus Mi- 
litary District, had arrived 
in the Chechen capital Gro- 
zny. 

He was expected to meet 
the top Chechen military 
commander, Aslan Maskha- 
dov. to try and revive talks. 

Meanwhile a senior Rus- 
sian military official Tues- 
day denied a claim by 
Chechen separatists that 
Russian forces had used 
chemical weapons in 
Chechenya. 

General Vladimir Orlov, 
deputy commander of the 
Russian army's Biological 
and Chemical Weapons For- 
ces. told ITAR-TASS news 
agency that the allegation 
was “disinformation.” 

" On Monday Chechen sep-' 
arau st ■ spokesman . MoyJUdi 
1 accused, j Russian’, 
forces' of firing, artillery 
shells filled with chemicals 
which killed three rebel 
fighters. 

Gen. Orlov said Russian 
forces had “never, nor will 
they ever, use chemical 
weapons in Chechenya." 

The separatists have pre- 
viously accused Russian 
forces of using chemical 
weapons since the conflict 
erupted in December 1994, 
but Moscow has always 
rejected the allegations. 



No drastic reshuffle planned — Yeltsin 


There will be changes 


aign. , , 

The talks covered the 


Mr. Yeltsin, who was re- 
elected president for a new 
four-year term on July 3, 
has already confirmed Mr. 
Chernomyrdin in his post 
and instructed him to form 
a new cabinet 

He has also instructed 
the new national security 
supremo Alexander Lebed 
to crack down on corrup- 
tion and crime, and has 
appointed a Lebed pro- 
tege. General Igor Rodio- 
nov. as defence minister. 

Liberal economist and 
former First Deputy Prime 
Minister Anatoly Chubais, 
who masterminded Mr. 
Yeltsin's reelection cam- 
paign, was given the pow- 
erful twin posts of top 
advisor to Mr. Yeltsin and 
head of the presidential 

staff. 


Mr. Yeltsin said the huge 
military-industrial com- 
plex would not be repre- 
sented by one portfolio but 
would come under the 
aegis of a deputy prime 
minister in charge of 
industrial policy. 

He declined to name 
future ministers, saying 
the cabinet list would not 
be published until the 
prime minister got a vote 
of confidence from the 
State Duma, the lower 
house of parliament. 

The vote is due to take 
place after Mr. Yeltsin's 
Aug. 9 swearing-in. 

Under Russia's presiden- 
tial constitution, die Duma 
does not vote on the com- 
position of the entire gov- 
ernment 


Filipino 
army 
defends 
Muslim 
peace deal 

ZAMBOANGA. Philip- 
pines (AFP) — The Philip- 
pines military Tuesday 
strongly defended a 
planned peace agreement 
with the country’s main 
Muslim rebel group, say- 
ing the deal would margin- 
alise an extremist faction 
blamed for terrorism and 
kidnappings. 

Lieutenant Colonel Lino 
Lapinid, a regional civil 
relations commander, said 
he expected Abdurajak 
Janjalani. leader of the 
Islamic radical faction Abu 
Sayyaf,- to- -consider other 
options after the Muslim 
guerrilla leader Nur- Mis- 
uari 1 deddecTtO participate 
in Elections. 

Mr. Misuari, chairman of 
the main Muslim insurgent 
group, the More National 
Liberation Front (MNLF), 
has been persuaded by 
President Fidel Ramos to 
run as the ruling coalition’s 
candidate for governor of a 
four-province Muslim au- 
tonomous region in the 
south on SepL 9. 

His decision effectively 
signalled a shift from the 
the MNLFs 24-year 
armed struggle to partici- 
pation in the electoral pro- 
cess. 

It is seen as a step to- 
wards the signing of a final 
peace accord later this 
year. 

“He (Janjalani) may be 
pondering deep inside as to 
what side he will take by 
now,” Col. Lapinid told 
reporters here. 

He said there have been 
“lesser sightings” of Abu 
Sayyaf gunmen in their 
strongholds in the southern 
islands of Sulu and Basil an 
in recent weeks after Mr. 
Misuari's announcment of 
his candidacy. 

The Abu Sayyaf, whose 
members are young radical 
Muslims, has been blamed 
for a series of anti-Chris- 
tian bomb attacks and kin- 
dapping s in the south, in- 
cluding a raid on the town 
of Ipil in April 1995 in 
which 53 persons were 
killed. 

They have publicly said 
they are fighting for a sep- 
arate Islamic state in the 
southern island of Min- 
danao, home of this laigely 
Roman Catholic nation’s 
Muslim minority. 

Military officials have 
said that the bomb attacks 
were aimed at sabotaging 
peace talks between the 

government and the 
MNLF aimed at setting up 
a wider Muslim autono- 
mous region. 

Manila and the MNLF 
last month reached- an 
interim agreement to set up 
a Muslim-dominated re- 
gional council to oversee 
development projects in 14 
southern provinces. 

The council is intended 
to pave the way for the set- 
ting up of the larger Mus- 
lim autonomous region 
within the next three years. 


Burundi expels thousands 
more Rwandan Hutu refugees 


BUJUMBURA (R) — Burundi 
expelled thousands more Rwandan 
Hutu refugees overnight, stepping up 
its army-led operation to force Stem 
home, the U.N. refugee agency said 
Tuesday. 

Rwandan government officials said 
the exercise, first started Friday, would 
continue despite protests from the 
U.N. High Commissioner for Refu- 
gees (UNHCR). 

Paul Strombeig, spokesman for the 
UNHCR in Rwanda, told Reuters by 
telephone that between 6,000 and 
7,000 more refugees were expected 
Tuesday. A total of 10.900 have 
arrived in Rwanda since Friday. 

Burundi's Tutsi-dominated army, 
which accuses the refugees of aberting 
Hutu rebels in Burundi, began expul- 
sions from Kibezi Camp. 

Mr. Strom berg said the army was set 
to move into another camp at Ruvurau 
Tuesday and all indications showed 
expulsions would also be conducted 
from the Magara Camp — the biggest 
with 41,000 refugees. 

“So far there has been no let-up. All 
indications are that they (Burundians) 
will move into other camps and con- 
tinue with the exercise." he said. 

“The operation continued into the 
early hours of Tuesday morning and 
we expect between 6,000 and 7.000 
more refugees today," be added. 

Before the operation began there 
were about 85.000 Rwandan Hutus in 
camps in northern Burundi. 

Mr. Stromberg said a third Rwandan 
refugee died of suffocation late 
Monday. Two others had died earlier 
after the Burundi army crammed them 
in container trucks and forced them 
back to their homeland. 

Many of them took part in the 1994 
slaughter of up to one million Tutsis 
and moderate Hutus in Rwanda. They 
fled fearing reprisals by the Tutsi- 
dominated Rwandan army which took 
power after the genocide. 

The army accelerated its expulsion 
of the refugees as Burundi began a 
week of mourning for the 300 latest 
victims of ethnic massacres. 

Burundi's divided government hon- 
oured the latest victims of the ethnic 
civil war in a mass funeral Tuesday at 
Bugendana in the centre of the coun- 
try. 

-• More; than 300 Tutsis were 'massa- 
cred last Saturday in Bugendana Gamp 
for internally displaced : people: ■ 1 The 
army and Tutsi politicians blamed 
Hutu rebels and the government 
declared a week of national mourning. 

At the United Nations, U.N. 
Secretary-General Boutros Ghali, cit- 
ing the weekend massacre, urged the 
Security Council Monday to take 
immediate action to prevent another 
catastrophe in central Africa and to 
press ahead with plans for a multi- 
national force. 

His urgent letter to Council 
President Alain Dejammet of France 
reflected the long-standing fears of a 
repeat in Burundi of the 1994 geno- 
cide in Rwanda. 

The Burundi army accused Hutus of 
helping Hutu rebels in the weekend 



Burundian soldiers walk past a line of bodies of some of those killed in an 
attack on a displacement camp by Hutu rebels which left some 330 mostly 
Tutsi civilians dead. American and African diplomats are trying to get 
approval for a military intervention force which would try to avert full- 
scale genocide in this war-tom Central African nation (Reuter photo) 


massacre as the government appealed 
on national radio for people not to 
seek revenge. 

The government has accused Hutu 
rebels of the attack, bur the comman- 
der of the military region of Gitega, 
Lieutenant Colonel Anicet Mahi- 
gombeye, told AFP Monday that “only 
around 100” of the 1,000 to 1,500 
attackers were Hutu extremists. 

The military administrator at the 
Bugendana Camp. Captain Renovat 
Nshimirimana. put the number of 
assailants at more than 2.000. half of 
them rebels. 

Hutu rebels unleashed the wave of 
violence which engulfed the country 
after the assassination of the country’s 
first Hutu president, Melchior Nda- 
daye, in October 1993. 

The array, predominantly from the 
Tutsi minority, has its power base in 
the capital, while the hilly countryside 
is run by local chiefs from the Hutu 
majority. 

“Neighbours of the camp (Hutus) 
took part (ra the attack): Among them, 
there were local chiefs. There was 
total Complicity.' They were like mad 
dogs,” Col. Mahigombeye said. 

“They came from a radius of 1 0 kilo- 
metres , he said, drawing a circle in 
red felt tip round four or five local 
places. 

Asked why the army had not taken 
in these “neighbours" for questioning, 
he replied that their first priority had 
been “to calm things down, round up 
the survivors and evacuate the wound- 
ed" 

“An investigation will take place 
later,” he added laconically. 

He said it was not safe to visit the 
neighbouring villages. It was therefore 
not possible for journalists to inter- 
view suspects. 

The accounts of survivors are always 


in Kirundi, the national language. 
They are translated into French^ n the 
presence of the militaiy. 

Hum rebels have admitted attacking 
a military position at Bugendana, but 
claim that it was the army which mas- 
sacred the Tutsi refugees in the guise 
of retaliation. 

According to the military, the re- 
fugee camps are several kilometres 
from Bugendana itself. 

One soldier was killed and two 
injured during the attack, according to 
the army. There were only IS soldiers 
in charge of camp security. 

Col. Mahigombeye, who has been 
military commander of Gitega for two 
years, acknowledged that the situation 
there had deteriorated. 

According to him. the rebels have 
been following a three-point strategy. 
Initially the rebels stir up discontent 
among people against the authorities 
and the army. 

Then they begin recruiting young 
people, who are trained in camps in 
■ the Kibira National Park, in a moun- 
tain chain reaching- mote ‘than 2,600 
metres altitude, northeast of the capital 
Bujumbura. • ’ ' I '■»* >" 

The third phase is attaching mi re- 
targets. “People start acting in collu- 
sion. They no longer denounce the 
assailants. The final stage is the exter- 
mination (of Tutsis). os it happened at 
Bugendana.” 

He does not believe the rebels are 
better armed or organised than before. 
“But the extra that they do have is 
indoctrination." he said. He believes 
around 10 per cent of the population is 
collaborating with the rebels. 

“The army can do its job. But that 
can cause trouble if it does it alone. 
The politicians should also do their 
job," he said, calling for a close coop- 
eration between the army and the 
country's political leaders. 


Japan school girl dies 
from food poisoning 

TOKYO (R) — A 1 0-year-old school girl who was in crit- 
ical condition from acute food poisoning that has affected 
thousands in Sakai, western Japan, died Tuesday evening, 
Japanese media reported. 

The girl had been one of three children on life support 
after falling victim to a food poison epidemic caused by 
the 0-157 colon bacteria which has affected more than 
6,200 children in Sakai, a suburb of Osaka in western 
Japan. 

Nearly 480 people, mainly schoolchildren, are still, in 
hospital. 

The total number of deaths from the germ this yr*.- is 
now seven. 

Medical authorities announced Tuesday two more deaths 
in a severe outbreak of food poisoning as the rate of new 
infections in the suburbs of Osaka resumed rising after a 
short-lived decline. 

The two victims, a 56-year-old factory worker and an 85- 
year-old woman, died of kidney failure related to an 
advanced stage of the 0-157 colon bacillus infection 
known as hemolytic uremic syndrome, officials said. 

Prime Minister Ryu taro Hashimoto ordered universities 
and other institutions to help identify routes of the infec- 
tion which has mainly affected primary school children 
and is believed to be linked to school lunches. 

“It is a very worrisome situation," Mr. Hashimoto was 
quoted as telling Chief Cabinet Secretary Seiroku 
Kajiyama Tuesday morning. 

would like once again to ask for strong support from 
prefectures and municipalities.” 

The outbreak of food poisoning has been concentrated in 
Sakai, an industrial suburb of Osaka, where 6,409 cases of 
0-157 infection since July 13 had been reported as of 
Tuesday. 

That tally included 76 new cases recorded Tuesday, up 
from 45 new cases Monday, the officials said. 

Sakai officials said 29 victims remained in critical con- 
dition. 

“The man died after a short period of time. From a clin- 
ical point of view, it was extremely rare." the head physi- 
cian at die Kyoto hospital where the man was being treat- 
ed told Japan Broadcasting Corp. (NHK). 

Although he died Sunday night, officials were unable to 
co nfir m that the man’s death was linked to the colon bacil- 
lus until Tuesday morning. The man, who was hospitalised 
after complaining of fever and diarrhoea, worked at a 
Kyoto factory where two fellow workers contracted the 
same bacterial infection. 


China floods affect 
industry; weather clears 


BEIJING (R) — Chinese 
troops are building up 
embankments and factories 
slowing production to send 
workers to plug leaks in 
dykes holding back the 
mighty Yangtze River from 
bursting its banks after 
heavy rains, officials said 
Tuesday. 

In central Hubei province, 
troops and police mounting 
a round-the-clock watch on 
embankments holding in 
the rain-swollen Yangtze 
River were joined by work- 
ers who rushed to plug 
leaks as the pressure of the 
water intensified, local offi- 
cials said. 

In central Hunan pro- 
vince, where 195 people 
have died in floods in the 
last few days, officials said 
torrential rains had stopped. 
The water level in China's 
largest freshwater lake, the 
Dongting, was falling from 
a historic high but remained 
above the danger level. 

“The water level is falling 
but some places have been 
swamped by the floods for 
a long time and this has 
increased the risk of land- 
slides and collapses so 
troops are on a round-the- 
clock alert,” a provincial 
government official said. 

“We don’t know how long 
it will take before the 
Dongting Lake falls back to 
its previous normal level,” 
he said. 

A late night meeting of 
provincial and flood control 
officials had decided to 
move work from fighting 
the floods to reconstruction 
amid forecasts that more 


storms appeared unlikely, 
he said. 

“Now we need help and 
are collecting donations 
from across the province to 
help with rebuilding,'’ he 
said. 

He estimated agricultural 
and rural losses in Hunan 
alone at 20 billion yuan 
(S2.4 billion) but said dam- 
age to industry in urban 
areas was limited since 
most flooding had been in 
the countryside. 

However, 1 .23 million 
hectares (3.0 million acres) 
of arable land had been 
damaged with crops des- 
troyed on 409,00(1 hectares 
(1.0 million acres j, he S3id. 
Losses to rice were limited 
because it was still early in 
the main laie-growing sea- 
son, he said. 

Floods across a belt of 
central and southern pro- 
vinces have killed at least 
864 people in China this 
year and left millions 
homeless or stranded. 

Total economic losses 
from the floods in Hunan, 
Hubei, Zhejiang, Jiangxi, 
Anhui, Guizhou, Guangxi 
and Jiangsu provinces were 
estimated at about 63.73 
billion yuan ($7.68 billion j. 

About eight million sol- 
diers, police, students of 
military academies and 
civilians had been fighting 
the floods along the 
Yangtze River in central 
Hunan and Hubei provinces 
for days, rescuing thou- 
sands of stranded victims 
and scrambling to prevent 
rivers from bursting their 
banks. 
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Blinking in collective interest 


WHEN THE government of Abdul Karim 
Kabariti was formed in February, the contention 
of many was that the new prime minister would 
have one main task, to work towards change in 
Iraq and ensure a friendly post-Saddam regime. 

Little was said then, even within the most 
informed circles, about tbe main task that the 
Kabariti government would have to be entrusted 
with internally, prominently among which is the 
lifting, or as the government likes to put it, the 
rechannelling of bread subsidies. 

While the prime minister has done a great deal 
for and spent much time on such matters as the 
Middle East peace process and improving rela- 
tions with other Arab countries, the issue of lifting 
the subsidies has of late become a major occupa- 
tion and needless to say the ultimate test upon 
which failure or success of his government rests. 

“It will either lift Kabariti to the status of great 
prime ministers in the history of this country or 
lead to his government’s downfall,” as a seasoned 
analyst commented recently. 

The analyst was referring to a statement His 
Majesty King Hussein made earlier this month 
likening Mr. Kabariti to Prime Ministers Haza’a 
Majali, Wasfi A1 Dal and Abdul Hamid Sharaf, all 
of whom left their mark on the history of the 
Kingdom. 

Mr. Kabariti, dose aides say, considers the goal 
of reducing the budget deficit, estimated this year 
to reach JD200 million, as a national duty from 
which there can be no escape. They say that by 
“rechannelling bread subsidies and lifting it on 
animal feed and fodder, the prime minister will 
not only reduce the deficit but altogether save the 
Economic Readjustment Programme that started 
in 1989 following the near collapse of the dinar.” 
Those aides reject contentions by the Opposition 
Mt it wasinone other than the Readjustment 
Ptogramme that has led to the many hardships 
-^firom whifih Jordanians suffer today. 

“The dinar collapsed and lost most of its value 
before the Intervention of the International 
Monetary Fund,” says one close associate of the 
prime minister. “Since the introduction of the 
programme, however, economic indicators have 
been Improving all tbe time: inflation dropped 
from 23 per cent in 1989 to four percent this year; 
unemployment fell from 25 per cent to 15 per 
cent; and economic growth rose from minus two 
per cent to plus six in the seven-year period since 
1989.” 

For these and other reasons, the government 
seems to scoff at the parliamentary opposition, 
especially for threatening to call for a vote of con- 
fidence in the prime minister and his team. In any 
case, the government is well aware that the oppo- 
sition cannot move a motion of no-confidence 
before December when Parliament holds its win- 
ter regular session. By that time the government 
hopes the storm over bread prices would have 
passed anyway. 

But even if the 41 deputies, who made the 
implicit threat in a letter they signed and 
addressed to Speaker Sa’d Hayel Srour this week 
urging the government to drop its plan on subsi- 
dies, insisted on a vote of no-confidence the gov- 
ernment feels sure that it can defeat the bill. 

The question now is whether Mr. Kabariti and 
his colleagues feel confident that the mood in the 
street has changd positively enough for citizens to 
accept the government’s prescription for solving 
the problem of subsidies. If indeed public opinion 
has come to understand what is at stake for 
Jordan and share with the government that steps 
must be taken in order to stay afloat economical- 
ly, then there would be no doubt that our parlia- 
mentarians too will eventually reach the same 
realisation as the government’s. 

This is not, cannot be, a matter of who possesses 
more will and wit, the opposition or the Cabinet. 
It is rather that we all can choose to blink first if 
our true concern is national security and econom- 
ic well-being. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


THANKS TO the mediation efforts of the German gov- 
ernment. the remains of Israeli and Lebanese resistance 
men have been exchanged through tbe International 
Committee of the Red Cross, said a writer for Al Ra’i 
daily. The exchange followed a series of attacks and 
counterattacks by the two sides on each other's posi- 
tions that left more dead and injured over the past few 
months added Mahmoud Rimawi. But unlike the situa- 
tion that followed the end of other wars around the 
world when the exchange marked the start of the end of 
conflict, the area in southern Lebanon is still facing ten- 
sion and the two sides are clearly and openly declaring 
their hostile stands towards one another, he said. The 
writer said that the dangerous situation is still there 
because of the Israeli occupation of southern Lebanon 
which prompts the resistance to carry out attacks 
against the occupiers and draw counterattacks from 
Israel. The war is far from being over despite the 
exchange of the remains of the dead and the present lull 
in the fighting is temporary, added the writer who said 
the attacks will sooner of later be resumed as long os 
the Israelis remain intransigent in their position. 
Renewal of fighting in southern Lebanon, he warned, is 
bound to keep the whole region in turmoil and ruin 
chances of peace. 


Washington Watch 


By Dr. James Zogby 


The Arab American political agenda for 1996 


THE YEAR 1996 will be a 
record year for Arab 
American involvement in 
electoral politics. Plans are 
already under way to insure 
the community’s participa- 
tion in both parties’ nation- 
al conventions, the cam- 
paigns of President Bill 
Clinton and of Republican 
Bob Dole, and state and 
local elections across tbe 
U.S. 

When the Republican and 
Democratic National 
Conventions meet next 
month in San Diego and 
Chicago, respectively, a 
combined number of over 
100 Arab Americans will 
be active participants as 
delegates or party leaders. 
This represents the largest 
□umber of Arab Americans 
to have won election to 
party posts, and reflects a 
decade of work by Arab 
American political 

activists. 

As in tbe past, this year’s 
conventions will feature 
major Arab American 
events in honour of the 
respective parties. This 
year’s events, however, 
will be even more promi- 
nent than those of previous 
conventions. 

At the Republican 
National Convention in 
San Diego, the Arab 
American reception will 
take place directly across 
from the convention centre 
in a special pavilion built 
for tbe convention by tbe 
Chrysler Corporation. 

The Arab American event 
will be organised by the 
Arab * American Institute 
(AAI) in cooperation with 
Chrysler and under the 
sponsorship of Senator 
Spencer Abraham, who 
will serve as the event’s 
chairman. 

A local host committee of 
prominent Arab American 
political leaders and busi- 
nessmen worked to insure 
adequate funding and com- 
munity. participation in the 
tribute. Senator Abraham’s 
involvfemem has guaran- 
teed that .the Arab 
American will be wed- 
attended and recognised by 
party officials as a major 
convention event 

The fact that this year’s 
Democratic National 
Convention will have tbe 
largest number of Arab 
American delegates elected 
is significant in and of 
itself. Since President 
Clinton ran unopposed, 
securing delegate positions 
was more difficult than in 
previous years when Arab* 
Americans could win by 
running attached to com- 
peting candidates. The pre- 
vious record number of 
Arab American delegates 
to a major party convention 
came in 19S8 when Arab 
Americans were elected as 
Jesse Jackson delegates. To 
win this year Arab 
Americans bad to be elect- 
ed and slated by the Clinton 
campaign; and thus the 
larger number of those 
elected reflects the respect 
given to the Arab American 
community by the Clinton 
White House and cam- 


paign. 

This year’s Arab 
American event in Chicago 
at the Democratic National 
Convention will take place 
in the Democratic Party’s 
headquarters hotel. Its co- 
c hairs will be the three 
Arab American Democratic 
Members of Congress, 
Nick Rahall of West 
Virginia, John Baldacci of 
Maine and Pat Danner of 
Missouri; and, like its 
Republican counterpart, the 
event’s success will in part 
be due to the active 
involvement of Chicago 
Arab American business- 
men and political leader- 
ship. 

As Arab Americans enter 
the fall campaign, their 
roles will be insured 
because both the Clinton 
and Dole campaigns have 
sanctioned official Arab 
American support commit- 
tees. Arab Americans have 
been recognised as a con- 
stituent group by 
Republican campaigns 
since the Reagan campaign 
established an official com- 
mittee in 1984. In 
September 1992, the 
Clinton campaign organ- 
ised the first such an Arab 
American Democratic sup- 
port committee. The early 
recognition and establish- 
ment of Arab American 
campaign groups this year 
represents a new break- 
through for the community. 

The Arab Americans for 
Dole Committee will be 
chaired by George Salem, a 
Palestinian American attor- 
ney who served as an offi- 
cial in the Reagan and Bush 
campaigns and was also an 
official in the Reagan 
administration. 

Already in formation, the 
Arab Americans for Dole 
Committee includes dozens 
of • prominent Arab 
American Republicans in 
20 states, including such 
recognised leaders as 
Honorary Chairman 

Senator Abraham, 

Congressmen Ray LaHood, 
former Assistant to 
President Reagan Mitch 
Daniels, and Honorary 
Dole Chairman and former 
Oregon Governor Victor 
Atiyeh. 

The Arab Americans for 
Clinton-Gore Committee is 
being chaired by tbe 
Democratic Arab American 
members of Congress and 
an unusually prominent list 
of Arab American leaders 
including few trustees of 
tbe party and the president 
of a major labour union. 
United Auto Workers — 
tbe first Arab American to 
hold such a post. 

The presence of five 
trustees is itself a signifi- 
cant breakthrough for Arab 
Americans, since trustees 
are those who have con- 
tributed in excess of 
$100,000 to the national 
party. This year those Arab 
Americans have already 
raised in excess of '$1.5 
million for the party, evi- 
dence of the new serious- 
ness Arab Americans are 
demonstrating in their 
national political involve- 


ment. 

1 will be heading tbe Arab 
American Clinton-Gore 
steering committee and 
coordinating the work of 
the Arab American 
Democrats. This group 
includes 40 elected offi- 
cials and 28 Democratic 
party officials. 

This year Arab 
Americans are central to 
the Democratic Party’s 
efforts to create a National 

Democratic Ethnic 

Coordinating Commirtee, 
which is to represent all tbe 
ethnic groups in tbe party. 
Since the ethnic vote in key 
electoral states (Illinois, 
Michigan, Ohio, 

Pennsylvania and New 
Jersey) is considered criti- 
cal to the victory in 
November, Arab 

Americans will play a note- 
worthy role in this year's 
election. Although it has 
yet to be formally 
announced, tbe Dole cam- 
paign will in all probability 
also form an ethnic council. 

As part of their organised 
effort, Arab Americans will 
be engaged in local organ- 
ising, voter registration and 
voter mobilisation. 

Already, the AAI has com- 
piled an Arab American 
voter database of more than 

550.000 registered voters, 
with plans under way to 
update the database by reg- 
istering at least another 

50.000 new voters by 
November. 

Targeting the key 
Midwestern states, where 
more than 40 per cent of 
Arab Americans reside, 
will be important to the 
community's success in 
establishing itself as a 
recognised voter group in 
1996. 


Democrat who has already 
won two statewide races by 
large margins, and is one of 
the favourites to moke the 
two-candidate run-off elec- 
tion in November. Leyoub, 
who is of Lebanese descent 
and a strong supporter of 
the Arab American com- 
munity’s concerns, has 
gathered support from tbe 
Arab Americans nation- 
wide. 

Congressman Nick 
Rahall II is the senior Arab 
American member of 

Congress. A ten-term 

Representative from West 
Virginia, Rahall has been at 
the forefront of national 
Arab American organising 
efforts, and one of the lead- 
ing voices in Congress on 
U.S. -Middle East issues, 
particularly Palestinian 
rights and Lebanese sover- 
eignty. 

Congresswoman Pat 
Danner, a two-term 
Democrat from Missouri, 
has a long record of public 
service in her home region. 
Having defeated an eight- 
term incumbent in 1992, 
Danner handily cruised to 
victory in the 1994 elec- 
tions and is considered a 
strong favourite to win 
reelection. 

John Baldacci, the con- 
gressman from Maine’s 
second district, briefly con- 
sidered an effort to draft 
him for the Senate race 
against incumbent 

Republican William 
Cohen, but opted to run for 
reelection in his district. 
Baldacci has spoken elo- 
quently of his Arab 
American roots, and shown 
strong growth as a national 
legislator during his first 
term in office. 

Ray LaHood, a fres hman 


“The (Arab American) community ; 
has a central role & play ' in 
advancing its own social and polit- 
ical interests as an American con- 
stituency, while at the same time 
working to become a bridge of 
understanding between the con- 
cerns of the Arab World and those 
of the U.S” 


In addition to the national 
race, this year a record 
number of 41 Arab 
Americans are running for 
state and local positions. 
This number includes one 
new candidate for Senate, 
four Arab American mem- 
bers of Congress running 
for reelection and three 
new congressional candi- 
dates. 

Richard Leyoub, the cur- 
rent attorney general of 
Louisiana, is running for 
the Senate seat being vacat- 
ed this year by J. Bennet 
Johnston. Leyoub is a 


Republican Congressman 
from Dlinois, is a veteran of 
Capitol Hill, having served 
for four years as chief of 
staff to former House 
Minority Leader Robert 
Michel after a career in the 
Illinois State House. 
LaHood has been an active 
participant in the Arab 
American Caucus in 
Congress and has estab- 
lished a reputation as a dili- 
gent and hardworking 
member of the 104th 
Congress. 

The new congressional 
candidates include 


Democrats Chris John 
(Louisiana’s open 7th dis- 
trict) and Clem Balanoff 
(Dlinois 11th district), and 
Republican John Sununu, 
Jr. (2nd district of New 
Hampshire). Both John and 
Sununu face primaries in 
September to make it to the 
November race in districts 
where they would have a 
good chance of winning. 
Balanoff has already won 
bis primary and faces a 
rematch with the incum- 
bent. freshman Republican 
Jerry WelJer. 

Additionally, 10 Arab 
Americans are running for 
state senators and represen- 
tatives and 14 judgeships in 
states across the U.S. 

On top of a full electoral 
programme, Arab 

Americans are active this 
year in a range of Middle 
East peace issues as well. 

A major national petition 
on Lebanon is gathering 
signatures across the coun- 
try, from Rhode Island to 
Michigan to California. 
The petition — which 
urges the U.S. to push for 
Israeli compliance with 
U.N. Security Council 
Resolution 425 including 
withdrawal from Lebanon, 
and calls for increased lev- 
els of aid to help rebuild the 
Lebanese infrastructure — 
currently has tens of thou- 
sands of signers. 

At tbe same time, a lob- 
bying effort is underway to 
get members of Congress 
not to endorse an anti- 
Lebanon “Sense of the 
Congress'* resolution, and 
endorse instead a pro- 
Lebanon bill being sup- 
ported by Senator Abraham 
and Congressman Rahall. 
And Arab Americans are 
working to build a broad 
consensus in support of .tbe 
Middle East peaceproeess. 

This is a dangerous time 
for tbe Middle East, and 
Arab Americans seek to 
play a role speaking to the 
administration, congres- 
sional candidates and tbe 
larger U.S. public about tbe 
dangers that face tbe peace 
process if it is stalled, and 
tbe steps that must to taken 
to insure continued 
progress towards a compre- 
hensive peace. 

While clearly faring chal- 
lenges beyond their 
resources, Arab Americans 
bave made remarkable 
progress towards their 
carving out a role in U.S. 
politics. 

The community has a 
central role to play in 
advancing its own social 
and political interests as an 
American constituency, 
while at the same time 
working to become a 
bridge of understanding 
between the concerns of 
the Arab World and those 
of the U.S. 


Saudi Arabia faces employment challenge 


By Christine Hauser 
Reuter 

RIYADH — "Saudi Arabia is 
faring the tough challenge 
of how to find more jobs for 
its citizens and maintain a 
generous welfare system at 
a time of state belt-tighten- 
ing, officials, businessmen 
and economists say. 

They say these issues are 
more crucial than ever to 
underpin social stability as 
the population grows and 
the nation recovers from the 
shock of two bombings in 
less than a year. 

The recent attacks, which 
killed 24 Americans and 
two Indians, raised fears of 
home-grown dissent in the 
kingdom, a key Western ally 
and the world’s largest oil 
producer and exporter. 

Although the attacks tar- 
geted americans, some ana- 
lysts and Saudi officials see 
a link with economic pres- 
sures, lingering discontent 
and frustrations fuelled by 
perceptions that many Saudi 
princes are immune to hard- 
ships faced by others. 


Excessive spending by 
some members of the royal 
family is now exposed by 
the economic decline, 
whereas in the oil boom 
years it was not so obvious, 
said a Saudi businessman. 

“These people want a 
job...They see all this 
money and ask ‘where is it 
going?’" said another Saudi 
businessman. “You should 
see the poverty in the vil- 
lages and the unemploy- 
ment." 

“The real challenges are 
economic. If Saudi Arabia 
can educate people and 
open new jobs, not in the 
government but in the pri- 
vate sector..Jdost of the 
extremists we see in our 
country now are coming 
from poor families," a 
senior Saudi government 
official said. 

“Lack of education or 
poverty. This is what causes 
security problems. We need 
now to deal with the causes, 
not the result," another 
Saudi official said. 

Unemployment, which 
some economists estimate 


as high as 20 per cent, is 
climbing and 60 per cent of 
the population is under the 
age of 20. 

About six million expatri- 
ates work in Saudi, which 
has a population of about 18 
million. Fewer than seven 
per cent of the private sector 
employees are Saudi, econ- 
omists and bankers say. 

The Saudi government 
had for decades of oil 
wealth provided its citizens 
with a generous welfare sys- 
tem that paid for most of 
their basic needs, now it 
says it is trying to address 
the unemployment problem 
in its 1995-2000 develop- 
ment plan. 

The plan says 659,900 

new Saudi job entrants must 
be absorbed, with about 80 
per cent having secondary 
school education or less. It 
forsees 340,000 new jobs in 
the period, 30 per cent of 
them in professional or 
technical fields. 

Saudi citizens had for 
decades favoured well-paid, 
half-day managerial jobs in 
the state sector, but a state 


spending squeeze due to 
low oil prices in the early 
1990s has changed that and 
the government can no 
longer create more public 
sector jobs to accommodate 
saudis. 

In 1995, Riyadh slashed 
some subsidies, hiked utility 
prices and told citizens to 
get ready for a period of 
adjustment as it tries to deal 
with a cash crunch. 

“The real challenge with 
lower government revenues 
is how can you continue to 
keep the people happy," 
said a Riyadh-based econo- 
mist who works for the gov- 
ernment. 

“The social contract is the 
basis of the (government’s) 
legitimacy. It is the thrust of 
everything the government 
seems to be doing and will 
probably be doing. The very 
basic element of the social 
contract is finding employ- 
ment for people." 

The “population is grow- 
ing faster than the econo- 
my" said a U.S. embassy 
report on Saudi economic 
trends in 1996. It said per 


capita gross domestic prod- 
uct (GDP) fell by more than 
half since the early 1980s, 
to $6,700 in 1995 from 
$18,800 in 1981. 

Economists estimate 
annual population growth in 
Saudi Arabia at berween 
three and four per cent until 
the end of the century. 

The kingdom, in a sign of 
its determination to employ 
its citizens, is using a big 
stick method with the pri- 
vate sector by withholding 
loans from companies of 20 
people or more which do 
not increase Saudi labour by 
at least five per cent. 

But Saudis “don’t have 
the job skills to get the 
salaries they demand ” said 
the economist. “Menial jobs 
for Saudis are as incongru- 
ous as (U.S. presidential 
candidate) Dole in denim,” 

But some economists and 
bankers say Saudi attitudes 
towards jobs are changing 
and you can even find Saudi 
taxi drivers these days, an 
idea unthinkable a few years 
ago. 



Paralytic 

para-fixtures 

By Ali Kassay 

As one drives in tbe 
beautiful streets of 
Western Amman, as so 
many people seem to do in 
the absence of other idle- 
ness, and to fulfil the 
Jordanian passion for 
being looked at. one 
notices a remarkable phe- 
nomenon. 1 do not refer to 
the Jordanian youth fruit- 
fully and creatively 
employing their time in 
loafing around, nor to the 
brand new deluxe cars 
which adorn ibe streets in 
numbers that rise in direct 
proportion to the severity 
of the economic crisis that 
holds the country in its 
grip. I refer to street 
crossings for the disabled. 

At many an intersection 
on the streets of Western 
Amman, such as Zahran 
Street and in Shmeisani, 
one notices signs indicat- 
ing a crossing for the dis- 
abled. As if this thought- 
fulness by the municipali- 
ty were not uncharacteris- 
tic enough in itself, one is 
further surprised by the 
presence of a ramp at the 
marked spot, permitting 
the disabled person to 
wheel his chair off the 
half- metre -high pavement 
and onto the street. 

So, our friend manages 
to reach the divider in the 
middle of the street 
There he comes unstuck, 
because there is often no 
ramp on the other side that 
permits him fo complete 
his journey to the opposite 
pavement. He then has 
the choice of returning to 
i|*j fete. point oj^depafltpi&.or 
4 spending tjte rest- oft his 
life on the tste." 

But another question 
presents itself: Unless 

this person happens to 
have been bora on the spot 
next to tbe traffic light 
where there is a crossing 
for tbe handicapped, com- 
plete with wheelchair and 
road skills, bow on earth 
did he get there? After all, 
the crossings designed for 
the use of the disabled are 
so few and far in between, 
and they are interspersed 
with numerous obstacles 
that make a perambulation 
in the streets an equally 
challenging prospect for 
the physically unimpaired. 

An even more peculiar 
sight caD be fouiid at the 
arrivals lounge of the air- 
port. In the centre of. the 
hall, one of tbe pillars 
bears high the familiar 
sign of a facility for tbe 
handicapped. 1 was 
intrigued by this sight oq 
one occasion when T was 
waiting for another 
delayed flight which, I 
had beeD assured by the 
airport information ser- 
vice twenty minutes pre- 
viously, would arrive 
punctually. I decided to 
investigate what services 
are provided for the dis- 
abled at that pillar. 

Could it be an informa- 
tion point ? Perhaps a 
telephone post at which 
the person could 
announce his arrival? 
Directions to a toilet for 
the disabled? Actually, 
none of the above. Tbe 
pillar which proudly dis- 
played that sign stood 
aloof in a windswept 
space. Affixed upon it 
was a display box tearing 
a dust-faded picture of a 
group of camels that 
seemed, along with the 
rest of us, to be hoping for 
better things, but without 
much conviction. Even 
that was positioned too 
high up to be appreciated 
by a person confined to a 
wheelchair On another 
side two loose electricity 
wires dangled absent- 
mindedly, their tips 
wrapped with insulating 
tape. That, apart from a 
few smears and smudges, 
was all. Could the airport 
management be recom- 
mending euthanasia by 
electrocution as a way out 
of one’s problems ? 



ir 


Netanyahu 


continued frow 


al 




which 


m 




referring w l 
V*'“" . •***»«« 

l j J | ,n% itatowu r 

:ni 


•A :i negotiations I 
i VC 

. . rT-lv. it * 

1 --n- the desire to ¥ 
■■'l — Golan HsfcS 

Israel is I* 

in 1981. 

v-unvaho. howev 
Mentis rated « 
...her territorial « 
r.i the Arabs strea 
L ■ his right*wi 

r.-.iion" of the l«J 


’ iveupicd Arafe & 


n-' ' 

.!l<> 

-.-..I 1 

lP’r 
[>*■“ 

principle 

I 


i-ll-’l.- 


"£'.‘ sieves that few 

femrtt 

to the Arabs 1 


Arafat, Levy ft 

tinned from pmjft I 


:n Washing# 
. rh.it is reciproc 




,('nn' 

•r r- 

Jlll 1 

\l, \ jhu told ft 

.;v ;h::I he wjft stt 

..J. ,.S " projtrts 

■' n.'t a tactic J 
: .,l . ! * ,;n’ to move ft 
: ■r.v.ird." comni 
!*. , f . .nun Ya*r Am&ao 
jj. Mr Netanyahu i 

\i : ‘ v. described ft) 
nj^ a Mr Levy as “ver 
,on*irii. ■ •" • scry fitttfi 
»;:r • pen hearts," an 
Mr Levy t»» o 
h;. r>>: to M 

Vuir. 

h's *■■■! j ‘e expected nrgt 
ijt re-. -■ u!k> to ncRura 

-.ir 


W-: 

it hjrtx 
UK :-!A 

H:- : 
•■br.r.i: 

r-fr.'V.-r 

pi? Fj".* 
«n.n :: 

v 

M 


:!! .eree U] 

on Fte 

• r j::dc. 
'«::J he G? 

meeting 
Mr Ar.it a 

•?:n;an.> de 
v ’-r.ieli It 

• -'mm* 

;■ visibly 


•rerrJ the evnert 
~~n T-.,esJav 
-“i*. p he 


i-rj-eir-fj Jemima 
"V* he-.e Joai 
J , -™l> cot 

ti>? udre.ite ixsu 
■-rail! • .■.i.-rcom 

Mr VUsnyahu 
Cut the 
the 






to , n-JH a 

JKUv.ion^ he 
■JnJ the f.ilestii 
'-'''•nienn.-.uv j 
d l"n:j-deiaved 
Nil-mi trom i] 
row " “f Hebr 
<-t extent 
tn rural are; 
mui the r 
^''nations on 
element 
Mr. Netanval 

J'en nnh v ai 
thar he iv ill 

a; C 

«*w^n'theP!ai 
Ule Pilous La 
"lent. 

■ Jl Palestinian 
srael and the 

t0 ™ 
renewing the a 
^tionincr 

i n 

>W; 

■^dam-.-.sas 
S-™ To 

betwee 

ST" of * 

sides h 
of “ 

^cording l0 
lOp^P^M 

Sir 

l 0uld k, 

Mil rr- 

lev^hve dial 

Cl^ br °h) « 

^ Cl own 






k*.,. 

*i 'Wzm.'-* 

ft* a&kttMs- '" 

I Ikqpufti* ». 

V W A 4a ~ 

r * J» ■:; 

***?«*-:. 

lit i 


Jordan Times, Wednesday, July 24, 1996 


7 



Netanyahu to propose Lebanon pullout 


Jordan, France stress need to resume peace talks on all tracks 


(Continued from page 1) 

conference at which the 
Arab-Israeli talks were 
launched 

Syria, referring to the 
1991 invitation, is demand- 
ing that negotiations are 
based on the principle of 
trading occupied Arab land 
for peace. It is notably dri- 
ven by the desire to win 
back the Golan Heights, 
captured by Israel in 1967 
and annexed in 1981. 

Mr. Netanyahu, however, 
has consistently ruled out 
any further territorial con- 
cessions to the Arabs stress- 
ing that his right-wing 
Likud Party has a “different 
interpretation" of the land- 
for-peace principle. 

Likud believes that Israel 
has already returned 
enough land to the Arabs by 


giving back the Sinai 
Peninsula to Egypt in 1982, 
which made up about 90 
per cent of the territory cap- 
tured in the 1967 Arab- 
Israeli war. 

However, Israeli leaders 
from all sides of the politi- 
cal spectrum have repeated- 
ly stressed the Jewish state 
has no territorial claims 
over southern Lebanon, and 
that the troops are solely 
there to protect northern 
Israel from guerrilla attack. 

The proposal comes hot 
on the heels of an unprece- 
dented prisoner and body 
swap between Israel and 
Hizbollah on Sunday which 
was mediated by Germany. 

Before the arrival of Mr. 
Ross in Damascus, Syria 
called for a U.S. action plan 
to kickstart the Israeli-Arab 
peace process. 


“An American blueprint 
for a peace settlement is 
needed now more than 
before. The Arabs, after 
months of talks paralysis, 
are waiting for the first ini- 
tiative from both the new 
government in Israel and 
the U.S.,*’ said the official 
Syria Times daily. 

“More than ever its (U.S.) 
chiding and encouragement 
are needed to hold all sides 
to their commitment to 
making peace. Mr. Ross 
can do a lot if he rides the 
right boat and uses the right 
tolls,” the paper added. 

The Syria Times warned 
that “time is running out in 
the Middle East" and that a 
new shuttle by U.S. Secre- 
tary of State Warren 
Christopher may be needed 
to pur the peace process 
back on track. 


(Continued from page 1) 

the Jordanian and French 
sides discussed bilateral 
relations, Jordan's relations 
with the European Union 
(EU) and the rescheduling 
of the Kingdom's debts to 
France. 

Before leaving for Israel 
for his first meeting with 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu. Mr. 
de Charette said that the 
“international concern" 
over the peace process that 
was prompted by the elec- 
tion of Benyamin 
Netanyahu as prune minis- 
ter of Israel was “wrong”, 
stressing that France 
“accepts facts as they come 
and does not intervene in 
the internal affairs of other 
countries.” 

Later in the day, Mr. de 


Charette met with Palestin- 
ian officials at the French 
consulate general in 
Jerusalem, after deciding 
against a visit to the Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisa- 
tion’s (PLO) unofficial 
headquarters Orient Home 
following intense Israeli 
pressure. 

Among those present 
were speaker of the Pales- 
tinian Legislative Council. 
Ahmad Qoureia and Higher 
Education Minister Han an 
Ashrawi. 

Mr. de Charette, who vis- 
ited Syria on Monday and 
Lebanon on Tuesday, 
before arriving in Jordan, 
was to travel to the Gaza 
Strip later on Tuesday for 
talks with President Yasser 
Arafat 

On Wednesday he will 
return to Jerusalem to meet 


Mr. Netanyahu and Foreign 
Minister David Levy. 

Israel had warned Mr. de 
Charette not to visit Orient 
House in annexed East 
Jerusalem, which Mr. 
Netanyahu has threatened 
to close if Palestinians do 
not stop political activity 
there. 

However, the French min- 
ister said he avoided Orient 
House because the top 
Palestinian official in 
Jerusalem, Faisal Husseini, 
was absent on an overseas 
visit 

He reiterated the French 
stand on Jerusalem. “Orient 
House is the expression of 
the basic fact that the 
Jerusalem issue is not 
resolved and it must be 
through negotiations 
between Israel and the 
Palestinians." 


In Amman, Mr. de 
Charette said "France 
respects the Palestinian 
presence in East 
Jerusalem.” 

Mr. de Charette has also 
said France is seeking a 
greater role in helping to 
salvage the peace process. 

‘Tram now on France is a 
major player in the Middle 
East and it intends to take 
on the full weight of its 
responsibilities," he said in 
Beirut. 

Mr. de Charette said 
France would launch its 
own initiatives to secure the 
resumption of the Arab- 
Israeli peace process. 

“Either they (the stalled 
talks) develop or I want to 
go anywhere, even to the 
moon, to get them started 
he said during his visit to 
Lebanon. 


“We don’t intend to stand 
still... We will be active, pre- 
sent and at the side of 
Lebanon," Mr. de Charette 
told reporters in Beirut. 

“Be assured that during 
this period France will take 
initiatives to ensure that 
things progress and that the 
peace process, I hope, can 
resume its path.” 

Mr. de Charette said his 
talks with Mr. Assad con- 
vinced him Syria wanted 
the resumption of peace 
talks which Israel broke off 
after suicide bombings in 
Israel this year by Islamic 
militants. 

“I was convinced.. .that 
Syria ardently wants the 
pursuit, the resumption of 
the peace process and the 
application of all the (Unit- 
ed Nations) Security Coun- 
cil resolutions" he said. 
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Arafat, Levy find common ground 


(Continued from page 1 ) 

spoke about in Washington 
and Cairo, that is reciproci- 
ty." 

Mr. Netanyahu told the 
legislators that he was seri- 
ous about making progress 
with the Palestinians. “Reci- 
procity is not a tactic to 
delay. I want to move the 
process forward." commit- 
tee spokesman Yair Amikam 
quoted Mr. Netanyahu as 
saying. 

Mr. Arafat described the 
talks with Mr. Levy as “very 
constructive, very fruitful 
and with opea hearts,” and 
asked Mr. Levy to pass on 
his best wishes to Mr. 
Netanyahu. 

He said he expected regu- 
lar peace talks to resume 
“very soon. 

We will agree upon when 
it happens, on the level and 
the place." 

His top aide, Mahmud 
Abbas, said he expected a 
summit meeting soon 
between Mr. Arafat and Mr. 
Netanyahu — something 
the Palestinians demand but 
which thejsraeli leatierhas 
refused to" commit himself 
to. 

Mr. Levy, visibly relaxed, 
shared the general optimism 
after Tuesday's meeting 
which he said bad succeeded 
in “institutionalising” 
Israeli-Palestinian talks. 

“We have decided to work 
jointly and in cooperation on 
the delicate issues. I believe 
we will overcome the obsta- 
cles." 

Mr. Netanyahu said earlier 
Tuesday that the main aim of 
the Arafat-Levy meeting 
was to open a “channel for 
discussions between Israel 
and the Palestinians." 

Contentious issues include 
a long-delayed Israeli troop 
pullout from file West Bank 
town of Hebron, the next 
stage of extending autono- 
my in rural areas on the West 
Bank and the resumption of 
negotiations on a final peace 
settlement. 

Mr. Netanyahu has so far 
given only vague promises 
that he will respect the 
autonomy accords signed 
between the Palestinians and 
the previous Labour govern- 
ment. 

A Palestinian official said 
Israel and the Palestinians 
agreed to move towards 
renewing the agreement on 
stationing international 
observers in Hebron and 
releasing Palestinian women 
prisoners. 

.Another official said that 
Mr. Arafat will convey to 
Syrian President Hafez Al 
Assad a message from Israel 
urging Syria to resume the 
peace talks and to hold a 
meeting between the foreign 
ministers of the two coun- 
tries. 

Both sides have accused 
the other of violating the 
agreements. 

According to Israel Radio, 
Mr. Levy pressed Mr. Arafat 
to put a stop to Palestinian 
political activity in Israeli- 
annexed East Jerusalem, 
which the Jewish stale says 
violaies the accords. 

But Mr. Arafat said be was 
confident the differences 
could be overcome. “We 
will continue the successful 
and positive dialogue on all 
levels in order to solve this 
issue (Hebron) and all other 
hanging issuesT he said. 

However, he, warned that 
the Palestinians would not 
renegotiate the autonomy 
accords to allow Israel to 
water down its commitments 


on issues such as Hebron. 

“You have to understand 
that what has been agreed 
upon is enough,” he said. 

Mn Arafat and Mr. Levy 
did not announce a date for a 
resumption of talks on a 
final settlement for the West 
Bank and Gaza Snip, which 
were opened briefly by for- 
mer Premier S him on Peres 
before Israel's May 29 elec- 
tions. 

However, Mr. Levy 
assured Mr. Arafat that Israel 
had no intention of postpon- 
ing the negotiations, Israel 
Radio reported. 

But before the Arafat-Levy 
meeting, hardline Israeli 
Minister Ariel Sharon 
denounced Mr. Arafat as a 
“war criminal." 

“The Israeli government 
signed a bad deal with Yass- 
er Arafat, who is a war crim- 
inal," Mr. Sharon told Israel 
Radio. 

Another extremist member 
of the government. Agricul- 
ture Minister Rafael Eytan, 
railed against the talks 
between Mr. Levy and Mr. 
Arafat • 

“Arafat does not merit a 
meeting at a level higher 
than border guard.” be told 
the radio. 

The head of the PLO’s par- 
b ament-in -exile, Salim Zaa- 
nun, warned that if Mr. 
Netanyahu backtracked on 
the autonomy accords the 
Palestinians could restore 
clauses calling for the 
destruction of Israel to their 
charter erased in May. 

“If the current Israeli gov- 
ernment retreats from what 
has come before it, then it is 
natural that we restore these 
texts," Mr. Zaanun told the 
Arab daily Al Alam Al 
Youm. 

Council defies 
Arafat 

Meanwhile in Ramallah 
the Palestinian self-rule 
council on Tuesday began 
drawing up a temporary con- 
stitution despite an order 
from Mr. Arafat to put 
the project on hold. 

The 88 deputies in the 
autonomous parliament 
opened discussions expect- 
ed to last several weeks by 
tackling Chapter D of a 
planned constitution, relat- 
ing to dvil rights. 

Chapter L dealing with a 
system of government, was 
put on ice. Earlier a letter 
from Mr. Arafat was read to 
the council ur ging deputies 
not to stan the debate over 
the draft constitution drawn 
by a parliamentary commit- 
tee, and demanding that a 
PLO committee draw up 
another version. 

‘T urge you not to put this 
issue on the agenda for the 
moment," said the letter read 
out to deputies by Legisla- 
tive Council President 
Ahmed Qoureia. 

“The project submitted to 
the council is not valid for 
several reasons (...) I there- 
fore urge you to wait for the 
project that will be put 
before you by the- ad hoc 
committee of the PLO," it 
added. - - 
But deputies took little 
notice of the plea, voting 
almost unanimously with a 
shew of hands to start the 
debate. 

The constitution to cover 
the remainder of the interim 
period of Palestinian auton- 
omy up to May 1999 is of 
vital importance for the self- 
rule council, which cannot 
-pass legislation until it is in 
place. 
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Best Trade Documentation Bank 

Winner: HSBC 

Voted #1 by the readers of "Project & Trade Finance", a Euromoney Publication, 
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8 Economy 


King Fahd urges steps 
to lure investment 


JEDDAH, Saudi Arabia 
(AFP) — King Fahd of 
Saudi Arabia has called for 
measures to encourage 
Saudis to invest at home 
and take advantage of eco- 
nomic reforms, the official 
Saudi Press Agency (SPA) 
reported Tuesday. 

King Fahd, beading a 
weekly cabinet meeting on 
Monday night, said such 
measures should include 
raising the return from 
investments in the king- 
dom. 

“Under the liberal eco- 
nomic system adopted by 
Saudi Arabia, intensive 
efforts should be undertak- 
en to allow private capital 
to be invested at home,” the 
king said, according to 
Information Minister Fuad 
A1 Farsi. 

He said King Fahd, who 
suffered from a stroke in 
1995, underscored the role 
of the private sector in eco- 
nomic recovery. 

Saudi Arabia, the world's 
oil superpower, has 
launched reforms to revive 
its economy after it slowed 
because of low crude 
prices. 

The reforms cover privati- 
sation of some pnblic insti- 
tutions and improvement of 
investment laws to attract 
domestic and foreign capi- 
tal. Officials said such pro- 
grammes would gain 
momentum in the current 
1995-1999 development 
plan, which focuses on eco- 
nomic diversification. 
According to Gulf 


bankers, more than $30 bil- 
lion in overseas Saudi 
assets have been repatriated 
over the past four years and 
more are expected to return 
to benefit from the sale of 
government facilities. 

Low oil prices have also 
created a persistent deficit 
in Saudi Arabia’s budget, 
forcing it to borrow and cut 
spending- Tbe shortfall was 
slashed to around $4.9 bil- 
lion in 1996 from nearly 
$10 billion in 1994 and a 
record $31.6 billion in 
1991. 

SPA said King Fahd 

stressed the role of trade in 
the Saudi economy, saying 
Saudi Arabia was ooe of the 
countries having the high- 
est ratio between its trade 
and the gross domestic 
product(GDP). His figures 
showed imports accounted 
for around 45 per cent of 
the GDP and exports for 
more than 40 per cent. 

Oil forms the bulk of 
Saudi Arabia's expons and 
provides more than 80 per 
cent of its total income. 
Under an OPEC-decreed 
quota, Saudi Arabia pro- 
duces around eight million 
barrels per day (bpd) of 
crude, of which nearly 6.2 
million bpd are exported. 

Meanwhile, the presi- 
dent of tbe country’s con- 
sultative council said Saudi 
Arabia should not be 
ashamed of running budget 
deficits, which have been 
brought about by a fall in 
oil prices and war in the 
Gulf. 


Sheikh Mohammad Bin 
Ibrahim Bin Jubeir also 
said the problem of unem- 
ployment could be largely 
resolved if young people 
went to parts of the country 
where there was work to be 
done, rather than hanging 
around at home. 

Sheikh Jubeir told a news 
conference that the Saudi 
budget deficit was a known 
fact of life. 

*‘It’s not something one 
should be ashamed of if 
there is a budget deficit 
Most countries haye a bud- 
get deficit. It arises from 
lower oil prices and the 
repercussions of tbe first 
and second Gulf wars," he 
said. 

Saudi Arabia is currently 
enjoying higher oil prices, 
but is still squeezing spend- 
ing to try to eliminate more 
than a decade of budget 
deficits, projected at $4.9 
billion in 1996. 

Sheikh Jubeir said Saudi 
Arabia still had plenty of 
work to offer its young peo- 
ple if they were prepared to 
go and find it. 

“Students live on campus 
and they expect to live and 
work in the community 
they know, but this is not 
possible. There is work 
elsewhere in the mountains 
and the deserts, but gradu- 
ates do not want to work in 
these regions,'’ be said. 

He said many graduates 
were too ready to wait 
around in Riyadh. Jeddah 
or Medina until a job came 
up. 


Irish national income per head 


set to outstrip Britain — Quinn 


DUBLIN (AFP)— Ireland 
will enjoy per capita 
’income whifchi T is ' higher 
’ than that in Britaimby. the 1 
turn of thejceptufy if a dra- 
matic up-swing in the 
national ■ economy contin- 
ues, Finance Minister 
Ruairi Quinn has said. 

“On the current projections, 
we will, if we maintain the 
present progress that we 
have maintained to date, 
have a per capita income 
that will be higher than that 
of the UJC," lie told Irish 


Radio. 

If Mr. Quinn’s rosy predic- ■ 
• tions come true, the country f 
,wQl haye successfully cast, 
off an image shared with 
Greece and Portugal of tbe 
“poor man of Europe." 

Since 1989, Ireland has 
achieved growth rates that 
are well above the Euro- 
pean average. Irish gross 
domestic product (GDP) 
rose by five per cent in 

1992, by 4.1 per cent in 

1993, and by six per cent in 

1994, 


Economists have predicted 
. that- GDP ^figures for 1995 
: Wifiesbow »i growth of 7.5 
,-per cent fonibe year, j ; 
Ireland^ bas»<. managed to 
keep its budget deficit 
below three per cent of 
GDP. The country has also 
secured continuous reduc- 
tions in public debt. As a 
result, Ireland has already 
fulfilled the convergence 
criteria for a single Euro- 
pean currency doe to be 
launched on Jan. 1, 1999. 


THE Daily Crossword by Harold B. Counts 


ACROSS 
.1 Row 
5 Cicatrix 
9 Compact 

14 Singer VikJti 

1 5 — sapiens 

16 Literary device 

17 Vicinity 

18 Butterine 

19 Piece of music 

20 Reserve player 

23 Fall asleep 

24 Love seat 

25 Headless nail 
27 — length 

30 Zenanas 
33 Military student 
37 Besides 

39 Religious image 

40 Winglike 

41 Massage 

42 Japanese 
Nobelist 

43 Variable star 

44 No ifs, — or buts 

45 Xanthippe, e.g. 

46 Stagger 
48 Scram! 

50 Taboos 
52 Set 

57 Man on the beat 
59 Idler, of sorts 
82 Fragrance 

64 TV award 

65 Lilliputian 

66 Horses 

67 Disencumbers 

68 Inland sea 

69 — nous 
(confidentially) 

70 Fencing sword 

71 American 
Beauty 
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An ngnts resarvec. 


DOWN 

1 Non-union 
workers 

2 Gay — 
3‘-wealir 

4 Treatise 

5 Rain 

6 Fountain drink 

7 Part of USA; 
abbr. 

8 Suite items 

9 Rugged 
mountain range 


10 Food scrap 

1 1 Train feature 

12 China 

13 Changed the 
color 

21 Miami cagers 

22 Ancient Hebrew 
vestment 

26 — Stew 

28 Thomas or 
Herbie 

29 Runners 

31 Speck 

32 Singer Hank 

33 Jargon 

34 — vera 

35 IA city 

36 Muse of poetry 
38 Obi 

41 African plateau 
region 
45 Fly alone 
47 Box up 
49 Face 
51 Money in 
Ecuador 



53 Perfume from 
flowers 

54 City on the Nile 

55 Lab burners 

56 Sheriock 
Holmes' creator 


57 Arrived 

58 Algerian port 

60 Desk item 

61 Pelt 

63 Debussy's 
la—" 


Tax free zones are hell for workers — ICFTU 


BRUSSELS (AFP)— Tax- 
free areas intended to aid 
tbe economies of develop- 
ing countries are bell for 
tbe people who work in the 
industries they favour, acc- 
ording to an international 
trade union report 

Employees are exploited 
and underpaid, and att- 
empts to organise them- 
selves are promptly suppr- 
essed, tbe International 
Confederation of Free 
Trade Unions (ICFTU) said 
after a survey of its affiliat- 
ed unions worldwide. 

Last year, the ICFTU 
counted 230 such export 
zones in nearly 70 coun- 
tries, including more than 
100 in Latin America and 
the Caribbean, 64 in Asia 
and 31 in Africa, employing 
an increasing number of 
workers subjected to condi- 
tions bordering on the inhu- 
mane. 

According to the 


International Labour Org- 
anisation (ILO), the number 
of employees in these areas 
grew at an annual rate of 
nine per cent from 1975 to 
1986 and 14 per cent 
between 1986 and 1990. 

In Africa they numbered 
250,000, in Latin America 
1.2 million and in Asia 
three million, to which 
should be added between 
14 milli on and 40 million 
Chinese employed in the 
coastal sp ecial economic 
zones, the ICFTU said. 

But these “free” zones 
were free only for the 
employers, who enjoyed 
tbe same liberties as a fox 
free in the chicken bouse, 
the report charged. 

Low wages and a “union- 
free environment” were tbe 
main advantages trumpeted 
by governments in trying to 
attract investors, in viola- 
tion of I LO conventions, 
the ICFTU noted. 


In Asia, for example. 30 
per cent of workers in the 
export-processing zones 
were paid below their 
national legal minimum 
wage in 1995. 

In many cases employers 
imposed such high produc- 
tion quotas that the work- 
ers, mainly women, had to 
take work home with them 
to finish in o rder to be paid. 

Tbe ICFTU cited the case 
of a South Korean textile 
company in Honduras, 
where workers, often in 
their teens, had to labour up 
to 80 hours per week to 
achieve their quotas. 

In a Catch-22 situation, a 
15-year-old girl was quoted 
as saying: “When we reach 
tbe quota, tbe bosses raise it 
tbe next day so that we are 
always behind." 

Another worker, Lesly 
Rodriguez, earning around 
$21.50 a week, added: 
“They told me that a Liz 


Egypt triples wheat production 
over 13 years — expert 


CAIRO (AFP) — Egypt 
has tripled its wheat pro- 
duction. and doubled pain 
production in general, over 
the past 13 years to cover 
55 per cent of its domestic 
needs, an agricultural 
expert said here Monday. 

Egyptian grain produc- 
tion rose from eight million 
tonnes in 1982 to 17 mil- 
lion in 1995, while the 
wheat harvest grew from 
two million tonnes to six 
million, said Saad Nassar, 
head of the Centre for Agri- 
cultural Studies. 

Tbe total amount of culti- 
vated land grew from 2.5 
million hectares (6.2 mil- 
lion acres) to three million 
hectares (7.7 million acres), 
which produce tbe equiva- 


lent crop of 5.6 million 
hectares (14 million acres), 
he told a seminar bene in 
preparation for the World 
Food Conference to be held 
in Rome in November. 

With the rise in ' wheat 
production, Egypt can 
cover 55 per cent of its 
wheal consumption, which 
has increased to 1 1 million 
tonnes a year, Mr. Nassar 
said. 

Egypt hopes to raise its 
wheat self-sufficiency to 75 
per cent by 2002 amid 
plans to reclaim 60,000 
hectares (150,000 acres) of 
desert land for agriculture 
per year for tbe next five 
years and increase yield per 
hectare, he said. 
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want to report a drive-by shooting! 
He was on a tricycle and he 
had a water pistol!” 


Oman committed to 
raising non-oil revenue 


MUSCAT (R) — Oman’s 
Economy Minister Ahmad 
Bin Abdul Nabi Mekki said 
in remarks published Sun- 
day ibe Gulf slate was com- 
mitted in the long-term to . 
increasing non-oil revenue 
and urging its citizens to 
invest. 

Mr. Mekki, speaking to 
tbe Oman central bank 
magazine, said Oman's 
1996-2000 economic plan 
depends on “increasing rev- 
enue by reducing spending 
and raising non-oil revenue 
by..jjot resorting to draw- 
ing down general reserves". 

Oil makes up around 
three-quarters of Oman’s 


revenues. 

“There are a number of 
steps taken to widen the 
non-oil revenue base,” Mr. 
Mekki said. These included 
following up on privatisa- 
tion and encouraging 
investment. 

Oman, a small, indepen- 
dent oil producer, b as the 
most open economy and 
liberal investment laws in 
the Gulf. It has taken steps 
to boost its stock exchange 
and lure foreign invest- 
ment 

Mr. Mekki also said ame- 
nding the Arab Gulf state’s 
tax and stock exchange 
laws was under discussion. 


Unscramble these (our Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. - • ■ 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
• by Hsnrl Arnold and Mice Areirton 


I’ve got nothing to do 
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Ainpe 
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ALDLAB 


CAUGHT UP OH 
WEEK-END CHORES 
MA DE HIM FEEL 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer here T T T T T 


'teste may's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles; FENCE DEMON PRIMED ISLAND 
Answer What the patients considered the charity 
workers - FRIENDS IN DEED 


Peanuts 


we HATED THE CAMP 
50 U)E LEFT.. 


WHAT U)E WANT NOW 
15 TO GET OUR 
MONEY BACK.. 



WE REALIZE 
THAT THIS 
COULD BE A 
PROBLEM.. 


HOWEVER, WE FEEL THAT A 
600V ATTORNEY 5H0ULP BE 
ABLE TO PRESENT TO., 




Andy Capp 





Clairbome brand sweater 
costs $90 in the United 
States. I earn 38 cents an 
hour making iL” 

Widespread poverty and 
unemployment are major 
obstacles to tbe organisa- 
tion of trade unions in the 
countri es concerned, the 
ICFTU said. Employers, 
able to rely on an inexha- 
ustible labour pool for jobs 
that require little skin, take 
advantage of this to black- 
mail w orkers . 

The ICFTU noted that the 
tax-free zones are estab- 
lished in countries close to 
industrialised states — 
Central America and the 
Caribbean for the United 
States, Malaysia and 
Indonesia for Japan and 
Australia, and North Africa 
for Europe — where it said 
political and social condi- 
tions were to be deplored. 


HOROSCOPE 
FORECAST FOR 
WEDNESDAY JULY 
24,1996 

By Thomas S. Pierson, 
Astrologer, Carroll 
Righter Foundation 


ARIES: (March 21 to 
April 19) Get advice from 
seasoned persons in busi- 
ness today on becoming 
more prosperous in the 
days ahead. Come to an 
understanding with your 
mate later mis evening 
and you will have a har- 
monious time together. 
TAURUS: (April 20 to 
May 21) Talk with fellow 
associates today and 
exchange views and make 
revisions to some plan 
you have for success, 
becoming more prosper- 
ous. You will soon gain 
greater prestige on some 
new projects, so be clever. 
GEMINI: (May 21 to 
June 21) Your mind is 
focused on your activities 
today if you are going 
according to the planets, 
so gain even greater 
expertise. Later this 
evening you can be with 
close friends and have 
some fun at your regular 
locations. 

MOONCHILDREN:(Jun- 
e 22 to July 21) Make 
sure you know what is 
best to do today where 
recreation is concerned. 
Consider the cost well 
before you consider any 
outside activities or that 
you do not run short of 
funds when they are 
needed in the days ahead. 
LEO: (July 22 to August 
2 1 ) There are situations at 
home which you do not 
comprehend and this is a 
good day today to clarify 
them. This evening is 


A 




good for you to meet "with 
knowledgeab 


jeable persons to 
discuss the current pro- 
ject you are involved 
with. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Study 
your newspaper today for 
information you will find 
useful in the days ahead, 
and which will help you 
find greater .^success-. 
Lajer this-evening will be 
good for ypu io go out on 
the town with your loved 
ones. ■ - 

LIBRA: (September 23 
to October 22) Find out 
where you are headed 
monetarily today so that 
you can make any appro- 
priate financial decisions. 
Trim any difficulties into 
great stepping stones to 
your success and you will 
notice much prosperity 
for the days ahead. 
SCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 21) Work on 
your personal aims today 
since you have been too 
preoccupied with busi- 
ness ana other matters of 
late. This evening will be 
good for you to consult 
with some bigwig and 
make a good plan of 
action for some new pro- 
jects. 

SAGITTARIUS: (Nove- 
mber 22 to December 21) 
Concentrate on how you 
want to live in die days 
ahead and study methods 
on 


and means of operatic 
for gaining such aims. 


You can meet with some 
bigwig later this evening 
and iron out the details 
for some new methods of 
operation. 

CAPRICORN: (Decem- 
ber 22 to Jan. 20) A 
dynamic and clever close 
friend has ideas today for 
better gaming your own 
aims, so get in touch with 
this person. Later this 
evening you can go out 
on the town with your 
mate and have a romantic 
time together, however, 
don’t stay out too late. 
AQUARIUS: (January 

21 to February 19) Make 
sure you do not take any 
risks where your career 
activities arid other 
important duties are con- 
cerned. This evening will 
be a good time for you to 
get out and see some 
close friends whom you 
have not visited for some 
time. 

PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 20) Study your 
advanced ideas today and 
get them on a workable 
plan and you can add to 
your abundance easily. 
This evening can be spent 
with some knowledge- 
able person who has 
some ideas for your suc- 
cess, so listen carefully. 
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Reuters 
launches 
3000 series 
products 


L0\D<A' — Reuters 

Holding FLC recently ltfh 
ached it,' . ; >X> series of 
x'k product' for fuuncid 
market* The four product*, 
market' -ecu rs ties, bre#- 
>ur : an d money, incorpo- 
rate 2 ::£" to a new dskst- 
bKenhi-icncal and back* 
grand information wttb 
sorr-crtinc: analytics, SA 
h etrcing Reuters 
ral-irme j.ju. Reuters, the 
and financial iofor- 
nsfcn organisation, said 
a 2 'Wf'mcr.t the 3000 
a as "one of its most 
*®pcj||y important and 
fl^ehen product 
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^ a tacilirv io send and 
rcfl-e electronic mail sec- 
■■ 3 new muUi-med&i 
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T* and Reuters financial 
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Birthstone of July: Ru- 
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Beshir opens Sudan’s 
first oil refinery 


KHARTOUM (AFP) — 
Sudanese President Omar 
AI Beshir inaugurated the 
country’s first oil refinery 
Monday, declaring a victo- 
ry for Sudan’s self-suffi- 
ciency. 

“This refinery stands as a 
monument to the accom- 
plishments of the Sudanese 
people in defiance of the 
hypocrites,” President Bes- 
hir said in an opening 
speech broadcast on state 
radio. 

Parliament speaker Hassan 
AI Turabi and most of Pres- 
ident’s Beshir’s cabinet 
were at the Abu Khirais 
refinery, located 400 kilo- 
metres west of Khartoum 
outside the provincial capi- 
tal AI Obeid, for the cere- 
mony described by the 
radio as a “gathering of 
unprecedented size.” 
“History will testify that 
our nation has launched 
forward and liberated itself 
from the shackles of tute- 
lage and the begging for 
handouts offered by oth- 
ers," President Beshir said. 
“Certain circles have tried 
to attach strings on their aid 
to Sudan, thinking that we 
cannot go ahead without 
their money and experi- 
ence. Bat we have freed 
ourselves,” he declared. 
Energy Minister Awad 
Ahmad AI Jaz said the 
refinery was “the product 
solely of Sudanese 
resources and expertise ” 
adding an invitation to 
business leaders to “come 

Reuters 
launches 
3000 series 
products 

LONDON (R) — Reuters 
Holdings PLC recently lau- 
nched its 3000 series of 
new' products for financial 
markets. The Four products, 
markets, securities, trea- 
sury and money, incorpo- 
rate access to a new data- 
base of historical and back- 
ground information with 
supporting analytics, as 
well as existing Reuters 
real-time data. Reuters, the 
news and financial infor- 
mation organisation, said 
in a statement the 3000 
series was “one of its most 
strategically important and 
comprehensive product 
packages for nearly a dec- 
ade.” The products also in- 
clude a facility to send and 
receive electronic mail sec- 
urely, a new multi-media 
news package including 
Reuters realtime textual 
news and Reuters financial 
television, and a netscape 
browser which enables cli- 
ents to retrieve annual rep- 
orts of U.K. quoted compa- 
nies. 


and invest in Sudanese oil ” 
In the past few days thou- 
sands of tons of crude have 
been transported by train 
over 510 kilometres from 
the Hijlij oil fields further 
west to Abu Khirais. 

The Russian company Zan- 
gas is building a pipeline 
from the fields to the refin- 
ery, expected to be com- 
pleted in two years. 

The refinery will have an 
initial production of 10,000 
barrels per day, later to 
increase to 20,000, accord- 
ing to officials. 

An offical in the energy 
ministry said 65 per cent of 
its production would go to 
furnace fuel for electrical 
power stations, 19 per cent 
for gas, 10 per cent for 
kerosene and six per cent 
naftba to be mixed with 
imported fuels. 


South Korea’s Daewoo signs 
major Moroccan investment 


RABAT (R) — South 
Korean electronics group 
Daewoo Corporation 
signed an agreement Mon- 
day to invest $500 million 
in Morocco’s telecommuni- 
cations, tourism and elec- 
tronics sectors. 

The accord was signed in 
Rabai by Daewoo President 
Woo-Cboong Kim and 
Prime Minister Abdul Latif 
Filali at the Royal Palace of 
Rabat. 

Moroccan officials said 
Daewoo was also consider- 
ing further investment in 
the banking and investment 
sector as well as exploring 
the possibility of building a 
car plant in Morocco. 

‘This is the biggest 
investment for an Asian 
company in the history of 
Morocco,” a senior official 
said after the signing. He 
said Daewoo planned to use 


the North African country 
as a platform to expand its 
business in the Mediter- 
ranean basin, the Middle 
East and Africa. 

The investment will cre- 
ate 2^00 jobs in Morocco, 
officials said. The deals 
cover an investment of 
$100 million in the hotel 
sector with a further $200 
million in the electronics 
sector, including new plants 
for household appliances. 

The remaining $200 mil- 
lion will go into the 
telecommunications sector, 
where Daewoo would 
install new telephone 
exchanges. 

Daewoo will also take 
part in an international ten- 
der, which is expected to be 
held in October, to run the 
first private telephone net- 
work in Morocco, the offi- 
cials said 


Morocco said this year it 
would open up its telecom- 
munications sector to pri- 
vate investment but oniy in 
the retail end of the busi- 
ness. The state would retain 
control over fixed assets. 

Moroccan telecommuni- 
cations has huge potential 
for expansion. There are at 
present only 1.2 million 
telephone subscribers in a 
country of 27 million peo- 
ple. Mr. Woo-Cboong said 
he wanted to develop his 
country’s business in Africa 
and the Middle East 

"We were in competition 
not only with developing 
but with developed coun- 
tries. There were a lot of 
countries coveting this con- 
tract,” Trade and Industry 
Minister Driss Jettou told 
reporters. “We hope it will 
give other companies some 
ideas” 
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A review of news from the Arabic press 


Philadelphia Investment Bank 
chooses merger to raise capital 


** THE PHILADELPHIA Investment 
Bank has chosen the option of merger 
instead of floating new shares for sub- 
scription in older to increase the bank’s 
capital to JD 20 million as required by the 
Central Bank. 

Board Chairman Isa Misbah Kathemi 
told the general assembly that the bank’s 
assets grew by JD 3.1 million to reach JD 
60.4 mtDion at the end of 1995. He indi- 
cated that the bank concentrated on 
increasing deposits from individuals last 
year and, as such, time deposits of public 
institutions dropped while savings 
deposits rose by 265 per cent despite hav- 
ing implemented the “golden saving pro- 
gramme” only in November 1995. 

Mr. Kathemi said the bank also paid spe- 
cial attention to develop business with the 
commercial sector and that reflected in an 
increase of 142 per cent in the areas of let- 
ters of credits, guarantees and drafts. This 
increase generated a rise in commissions 
by about 65 per cent last year. 

Despite these positive factors, the prof- 
itability of the bank was negatively affect- 


ed by the continued drop of share prices at 
the stock exchange. As a result, the bank 
had to raise the allocation for the decline 
in share prices by JD 564,298 in addition 
to another JD 286,033 allocation for bad 
debts. 

Noting that operating and capital expen- 
diture also increased due to the opening of 
new branches, Mr. Kathemi revealed that 
accumulated losses have climbed from JD 
136 million at the end of 1994 to JD 2.6 
million at the end of 1995. 

According to the annual report, the 
bank's portfolio of securities for trading 
and investment amounted to JD 5.29 mil- 
lion of which JD 3.67 million were securi- 
ties and shares for trading purposes. The 
repon showed that credit facilities rose by 
14.6 per cent last year reaching JD 25.8 
million whereas the deposits dropped by 
14 per cent to JD 37.5 million, sharehold- 
ers’ equity fell from JD 8.65 million to JD 
736 million due to the losses which wiped 
24 per cent of the bank's JD 10 million 
capital (AI Aswaq). 
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Main Equity Indicics 










NcwYorir 

DOW JONES 

5400.19 

925 

0.17 

5434.22 

5389.09 

539 . 0.94 

•. NeHvorfc 

SAP sou 

* 63261 

- 1.16 

- 0.18 

637.7 

63261 

633.77 

Londun 

FT-SE 100 

3708.4 

27.1 

0.74 

3708.5 

3681.8 

3661.3 

Tokyo 

NIKKIE 225 

21 . 163.69 

158.06 

0.75 

211642 

208322 

21005.6 

Pari* 

CAC 40 

196223 

21.9 

1.12 

198269 

1965.74 

1960.33 

. Frankfort ’ 

■DAX 

24754)7 

- 7.33 

■ 0.3 

2481.41 

2473^8 

24824 


Encrey 




HESHESm 

Coffee (c/Ibj) 

114.83 

SP- 

- Cocm (S/lpn) 

1392 

SpcU 

Sugar (S/i on) 

360 

Spirt 

Wheal (S/ton) 

201 

Spot 

Soya (c/Ibi) 

23.2 

Spirt 

Tea(il?/lie) 

104 

Spot 

Barley (S/bih) 

3J 

Spot 

Rice (S/ton) 

430 

. Spot 


* JOD Cross Rates 


US Dollar 
CB Slcrlllng 
DE Mark 
Cll Franc 
FR Franc 
JP Yen 
ML Guilder 
IT Lira 


0.705 

0.710 

1.0969 

1.1024 

0.477 

0.4794 

0.5882 

0.5911 

0.1409 

0.1416 

0.66 

0.6633 

0.4249 

0.427 

0.0469 

0.0471 


Source: Central Bank of Jurdnn. 





Sfc DA JAN I 

JEWELLERS 


Gems of the world . All birthstones in 18 & 21 K gold . Unique designs 


Amra Hotel Shop^p. 
6th circle, Amman?-' 



FOR RENT 

- 3 bedrooms apartment in 
Shmeisani, second floor, 
220 sq.m. 

- 3 bedrooms in AI Rabia 
area, third floor, 190 sq.m. 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel: 810605 - 810609 
. Fax: 810520 J 
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20 x 30 cm 
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WORLD WIDE 


' { Interflora Membership ) 
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Salma Inter Flowers 
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Hirkey’s Naim Saleymanoglu on his way to winning his third Olympic gold medal 
(Reuters photo) 

Suleymanoglu wins 
admiration of opponents 


ATLANTA (R) — Even Naim Suley- 
manoglu's opponents say they are privi- 
leged to have competed against him. 

A cold war boycott, ethnic persecution 
and increasingly dogged adversaries could 
not stop the Turk becoming the first 
weightlifter to win three Olympic gold 
medals and staking a claim to be perhaps 
the greatest lifter of them all. 

When his opponents fail to challenge him, 
the tiny featherweight with thighs like tree 
trunks sets his own goals. 

In Seoul in 1988, he smashed every world 
record in the book — not once but twice. 
His total would have won gold in the next 
weight category up. 

At the Barcelona Games four years ago, 
he humiliated his opponents by entering the 
competition at weights they had all foiled 
and flinched at. 

In Atlanta on Monday, be faced an oppo- 
nent. Greece's Valerios Leonides, ready to 
hoist a world record to beat him. 

Suleymanoglu, with one lift between him 
and history, looked destiny square in the 
eye and went one better.Leonides wept. 

The Greek, however. 'was warm in his 
praise for Suleymanogla and did not con- 
sider himself unlucky to have faced the 
Turk so often. 

“I consider myself very lucky to have 
competed against a competitor like him* he 
said. “It's because of him that I’ve lifted the 
weights thaUgaypJV 

It could edSiiy have been the fourth gold 
for Suleymanoglu, blessed with the short 
limbs and barrel-like build that other lifters 
would die for. 

He was boro, as Naim Suleimanov, into 
Bulgaria’s Turkish minority. The commu- 


nist country was more than ready to pro- 
mote his talent but kept him out of the Los 
Angeles Olympics in 1984 by joining a 
Soviet-led boycott. 

Having just set his first world record, at 
only 1 6, he would have been a hot favourite. 

Worse was to come. Bulgaria began to 
clamp down on its ethnic Turks, dosing 
mosques and banning the speaking of 
Turkish. 

When the government gave him a new 
Bulgarian-sounding name — Naum 
Shalamanov — and a faked newspaper 
interview quoted him as saying he was 
proud of it, Suleymanoglu dedded to defect 
to Turkey. 

From the moment he kissed the tarmac 
after stepping off the Turkish prime minis- 
ter’s private jet in 1986, be was not only a 
national hero but also a symbol of the per- 
secution taking place in his homeland. 

Turkey thanked him royally, paying 
Bulgaria SI million to let him lift for 
Turkey at the 1988 Olympics. He returned 
the compliment by giving his new home- 
land its first Olympic gold in 20 years, and 
founding a new weightlifting tradition 
there. 

Since then be has carried the hopes pf 65 , 
million Turks on,i^ 4 ^c»p)dCTS. He-usua^y^, 
takes the burden lightly — lavish mate- 
rial rewards making up for having htemif 
vate life! displayed acrosS pages^o? ure 
Turkish press. 

But occasionally he hints that be may not 
go on to the next Olympics. His opponents 
recall him making the same hint after win- 
ning in Seoul. 


Chaos overshadows sporting 
success in Atlanta 


LONDON (R) — Tales of 
chaos and computer failures 
overshadowed sporting suc- 
cess at the Atlanta Olympics 
on Tuesday as the 
Centennial Games descend- 
ed into what British media 
described as “the cock-up 
Games." 

World records finished a 
distant second place as frus- 
tration boiled over among 
athletes and journalists alike 
over Iate=or lost buses, jam- 
packed subway trains and. 
creaking computer systems. 

“Organisers conned the 
world when they said an 
‘old country town’ could 
cope with the greatest show 
on earth." said the Daily 
Express. 

“Wheel comes off the 
Olympics" said the Daily 
Telegraph, using a picture 
of an angry driver taking a 
sledgehammer to a stranded 
bus to sum up the opening 
week in Atlanta. 

With few high-profile 
British athletes competing 
in early events, newspapers 
regaled readers with the 
frightened woman driver 
taking reporters to a rowing 
venue who burst into tears 
and turned back on realising 
she would have to drive 
along a seven-lane highway. 

The tale of 250 desperate 
rowers hijacking a bus to 
take them to their Lake 


Lanier venue competed in a 
photo-finish with the hour- 
long delay in getting a 
badly-injured Austrian judo 
player to hospital. The first 
vehicle had a flat battery 
and the second could not get 
past security barriers. 

Print and broadcast jour- 
nalists complained of inac- 
curate information on the 
Olympics database and 
glitches in the computer 
system that meant some 
were having to dictate sto- 
ries over the phone or punch 
out results manually. 

“Graffitri in the main 
press centre is a wail of 
frustration — Barcelona, 
we miss you," wrote 
Independent correspondent 
Ken Jones. “Everyone it 
seems has a tale of woe. 
Missing or broken down 
buses and wild navigation.” 

The Telegraph reported 
looking up the biography of 
a French fencer in the 
Atlanta database and notic- 
ing that he was credited 
strangely with having won a 
400 metres running title. 

In another embarrassing 
glitch, the Telegraph report- 
ed hearing on the official 
Olympics information sys- 
tem that a boxing match bad 
been stopped in the fourth 
round. There are only three 
rounds in Olympic boxing. 

“If whingeing was an 


Olympic spot, journalists 
would always win gold, sil- 
ver and bronze. But I think 
there really is cause for 
complaint," said Olympic 
veteran John Jackson, who 
is covering his 19th Games. 

Express reporter James 
Lawton said the 100th 
games had been betrayed by 
one big lie. 

"^Organising chief Billy 
Payne joked about telling 
white lies to the Olympic 
Committee about the mean 
temperature and humidity 
levels of Atlanta, but it is 
clear now that the deceit ran 
deeper. 

“The big lie was that 
Atlanta...was up to the job 
of handling the biggest 
logistical peacetime chal- 
lenge that could feoe any 
city,” Lawton said. 

The Daily Telegraph’s 
Ben Fenton said Atlanta 
was facing the possibility of 
a public relations disaster 
on an epic scale. 

“Four days into what the 
organisers call ‘the greatest 
peacetime event in modern 
history,’ it is taking on the 
appearance of the cock-up 
Games” Fenton wrote. 


Jordan limes, Wednesday, July 24, 1996 
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What they’ve been saying at the Olympics 


ATLANTA (AP) — A selection of quotes 
at the Atlanta Olympics on the third day 
of competition: 

*“l’m getting a tittle older, but I want to 
continue” — Naim Suleymanoglu, 
Turkey’s “pocket hercules,” after becom- 
ing tbe first weightlifter to win three 
straight Olympic golds. 

*“You can’t stop people making allega- 
tions. I am happy with my medal and that 
is what is important” — Ireland's swim- 
ming double gold me dalli st Michelle 
Smith, on rumours that she used perfor- 
mance-enhancing drugs. 

*"I didn’t go out fast enough. I'm 
upset. I’m disappointed I trained four 
years for this. But also, no one can take 
away what I’ve done" — world record 
holder Janet Evans of the United States, 
who foiled to qualify in the 400 freestyle 
won by Smith. 

**T have lost jump. I have lost quick- 
ness. But 1 have gained more confidence" 

— Oscar Schmidt 38, the scoring 
machine of Brazil's basketball team. 

*“It is very risky crying to get to the 
venue. We are much better off this way" 

— Jose Maria de Marco of Spain, 
explaining why he and some other rowers 
moved out of the Olympic village to 
hotels nearer the course on Lake Lanier to 


avoid the Games’ troubled-plagued bus 
service. 

*“We stood in the middle of the road 
and stopped all of tbe buses getting 
through m order to commandeer the first 
bus" — British rower Allison Gill, who 
helped waylay a bus to get to training. 

*“I believe that there is a ‘jinx’ between 
us so that if Jeon won, I felt that I could 
win" — South Korean judoka Cbo Min- 
Sun, after she and compatriot Jeon Mi- 
Young won golds, following their win- 
ning pattern from two world champi- 
onships. 

*“Our Athens, with 4 1/2 milli on peo- 
ple, has problems in it that require a lot of 
work. That's why I want to propose we 
change posts for one year” — Athens, 
Greece, Mayor Dimitris Avramopoulos to 
Athens, Georgia, Mayor Gwen O’Loooey. 

* “There’s only three teams that can beat 
us — Croatia, Lithuania and Yugoslavia. 
The rest of them, no matter how bad we 
play, we’ll beat them” — Charles Barkley 
of the Dream Team U.S. professional bas- 
ketball players. 
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Russian newspapers 
blast U.S. organisers 


Canadian Star Class sailors Ross Mac Donald (skipper) and Eric Jespersen 
(right) lead the Brazilian team of Torben Grael (skipper) and Marcelo Ferreira 
(crew) around the last windward mark in front of approaching thunderstorms on 
their way to winning the first race of the Olympic Star Class competition in the 
waters off Savannah Georgia, July 22. Tbe sail of tbe U.S. team, who finished 
fourth, is visible at left (Reuters photo) 
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Romanian fencer Laura Badea is tossed into the air by coaches and teammates 
July 22 after she won the gold medal in the women’s individual foil competition. 
Badea defeated Valentina Vezzali to take first place-fReutres photo) 


MOSCOW (R) — Russian 
newspapers reverted to 
rhetoric barking back to the 
cold war on Tuesday to 
denounce tbe U.S. 
Organisers of the Olympic 
Games in Atlanta. 

The newspapers com- 
plained of stifling beat, 
unreliable transport, bad _ 
living and work conditions' 
and wbat some regarded as 
jingoism and blatant 
favouritism for American 
competitors. 

“There is no cold war now 
but the obsession (with glo- 
rifying the United States) 
remains," the daily Izvestia 
said. 

Izvestia regretted no apol- 
ogy had been provided for a 
delay in starting Friday’s 
opening ceremony and that 
only the Amercian national 
anthem had been sung. 

It said the U.S. team had 
been taken back to the 
Olympic village straight 
after the opening ceremony 
while competitors from 
other countries had to wait 
hours for buses. 

The daily also quoted a 
Russian Olympic official as 
saying a fire alarm which 
woke Chinese competitors 
at nighr and forced them to 
wait outside for hours, had 


not gone off by chance. 
Three Chinese had per- 
formed unusually badly tbe 
next day. 

“Politics always played a 
leading role at the 
Olympics but, judging from 
the way they have started, 
politics have eclipsed all 
else . at these games," 
Izvestia- Quoted"*: 1 Vladimir- 
Lukin, a former Russian 
ambassador -to - Washington, 
as saying. 

“Can you imagine it if 
Russian tanks and missiles 
had been wheeled out at the 
Moscow Olympics (in 
1980)? But here U.S. Ait 
Force fighter jets flew over 
the stadium and nothing 
happened — the celebration 
just goes on." 

The daily Moskovsky 
Komsomolets also lashed 

OUL 

It said a bus due to tala* 
Russia's handball team to 
practice did not show up oo 
time because it had broken 
down. The organisers refused 
to send another bus and 
forced the team to wait until 
the broken one was repaired. 

“The Americans, without 
any restraint give the 
impression (as always) that 
‘non-native’ sportsmen do 
not exist.” it said. 
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Mel Gibson & Sophie Marceau in 

BRAVEHEART 

winner of 6 Academy 
Awards 

Shows: 12:00, 3:00, 6:00, 9:00 


Adel Imam stars in 
Sleeping in Honey 
(Arabic) 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 

Toy Story 

5:00 pjfr 


Jim Carrey & Jeff Daniels 
Dumb and Dumber 

Sho 25ilS!ii3S'JE!&S!&! 0:30 

CONCORD “2” 

BRAVEHEART 

Shows: 3:45, 6:45, 9:45 


Today presents Zawad Weld Awad 
theatre group in the play entitled 

Five-Star Government 

Starring comedians: 
Mahmoud Saimeh 
& Hussein Tubeishat 
play starts 8:30 p.m 


PRESENTS 

THE SATIRICAL COMEDY 

Arab Human Rights 

at 8:30 p.m. 

For reservation please calf 
625155-640155 
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Former Dallal sets Jordanian record 

Swimming Ghneim swims 200m individual medley today 

By a Jordan Times lete in the Centennial competition while scorin 
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Members of Russia’s gymnastic team from right to left: Alexi Nemov, Alexei 
Voropaev, head of the Russian team Leonid Arkaev, Eugeni Podgorni, Dimitri 
v^iienko, Dimitri Trush and Sergei Charkov celebrate. The Russian team won the 
gold medal today at the Olympic summer Games in Atlanta (Reuters photo) 
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The United States’ Derrick Waldroup (hidden) upends Fahrudin Hodzk from Bosnia 
July 22 during their Olympic Greco-Roman wrestling match. Waldroup won the 90- 
kg weight class 10-0 (Reuters photo) 

Christie loses faith with Olympics 


ATLANTA (AFP.) — 
Reigning champion Linford 
Christie will start the 
defence of his 100m .track 
title this week determined 
to end his career on a high 
— even though he has 
totally lost faith in the 
Olympics. 

Christie, who only deride 
ed to run just before the 
Games, believes the 
Olympic movement has 
sold out He did not take 
part in the opening ceremo- 
ny and has yet to set foot in 
Atlanta after training with 
the British team in Florida. 

But the British team cap- 
tain found himself under 
fire on Monday — for both- 
ering to turn up at all. 

Former national director 
of coaching Frank Dick 
said: “Linford is not going 
to make the final in Adanta. 
The best I can see him 
doing is getting to the semi- 
finals.” 

All this nonsense about 
‘will be. won’t he go?% it 
does the sport no favours 
and it does him no favours. 
It certainly doesn’t do 
Britain’s sprinting young- 
sters-in-waiting any 

favours.” 

Christie said: “Now. there 
is all this talk about paying 
them, which I don’t agree 
with. I still think the 
Olympics should be totally 
prize or money-free. Once 
you win at the Games, the 
sponsorship and everything 
else comes through. They 
brought in the Dream 
Team, they brought in the 
tennis — I think they have 
lost it. 71 

He is not the only one. 

Britain’s 1956 Olympic 


steeplechase gold medallist 
Chris Brasher, who organ- 
ises the London Marathon, 
boycotted the Games , after, 
arguing: “All the freedom 
of the Games has gone now 
(...) 

Grant Hill, himself a 
member of the Dream Team 
and a forward with the 
Detroit Pistons, admitted: 
“I guess the Olympics are 
supposed to be the best in 
amateur sports and we have 
gotten away from that 
ideal.” 

That amateur ethos — 
and modem founder Baron 
Pierre De Coubertin’s 
motto that it was the taking 
part that mattered above all 
else — took what may have 
been a mortal blow here 
when Dream Team player 
ShaquiUe O'Neal 

announced be had signed a 
$123 million with the LA 
Lakers. 

While the world’s big- 
name sporting millionaires 
are not paid directly for 
competing at the Olympics, 
they all know that their 
value to sponsors will rock- 
et if they win gold. 

Most have chosen to stay 
away from Atlanta before 
their events, while the oth- 
ers have booked themselves 
into the city’s top hotels, 
leaving the overcrowded 
athletes’ village and its 
chaotic transport system — 
as well as -the ideal of. a 
world unified by sport — to 
lesser competitors. 

Few track and field stars, 
who rarely appear at any- 
thing other than press con- 
ferences organised by 
spons shoe and clothing 
sponsors, can quite put 


their finger on why the 
Olympics retains an aura at 
all. 

World champion shot put- 
ter John Godina says: “An 
Olympic medal is worth 
much more than one from 
the World Championships. 
It’s probably because it 
only comes once in four 
years. 

Noureddine Morceli, the 
1 500m world champion, is 
less sure. “I have never said 
a career without an 
Olympic title is a failed 
career. It’s a dream to win 
the Olympics, you make 
history — but If you are 
world champion, then no 
one can take that away 
from you. 

I would never say an 
Olympic title is more 
important than a world title. 
I’m more than satisfied.” 

Ethiopian 10,000m world 
champion Haile Gebrese- 
lassie, meanwhile, seems to 
capture both the Olympic 
romance and the reality. 

Gebreselassie, one of the 
highest paid athletes in the 
world, looked delighted to 
take part in the opening cer- 
emony but is enough of a 
realist to understand that 
success here will have its 
commercial spin-offs. 

He said: “One of the first 
things I was taught by my 
manager was that money 
follows on from success.” 


hospitalised 


ATLANTA (AP) — For- 
mer Olympic swimming 
star Dawn Fraser, who car- 
ried the torch and took pan 
in the opening ceremony 
■for the Atlanta Games, was 
hospitalised with chest 
pain Monday. 

Fraser, who won four 
golds and three silvers at 
three Olympics, was in sta- 
ble condition, but would 
stay in the hospital for at 
least two days for tests, 
according to Australian 
team officials. 

Fraser, 58, complained of 
chest pain when she 
awoke, and the Australian 
team sent one of its doctors 
to the hospital to monitor 
her condition. 

The Australian swimmer 
ran some 500 yards 
(metres) with the Olympic 
torch before the Games 
started and then was one of 
10 athletes who were intro- 
duced at Friday’s opening 
ceremony. 

Fraser’s 30-year-okl 
daughter, Dawn Lorraine 
Fraser, was with her at the 
hospital. They were due to 
go on a vacation in the 
Caribbean after the 
Olympics. 

Fraser won gold medals 
in the 100-metre freestyle 
in the 1956, 1960 and 1964 
Olympics. She also was a 
member of the 4-by-100 
freestyle team that won 
gold in 1956. 


Barkley 

makes 

amends 


ATLANTA (AFP) — Charles 
Barkley struck a blow for 
'sportsmanship! ' instead of 
elbowing Angola’s Heriander 
Coimbra in the chest the way 
he did at the 1992 Olympics. 

The “Dream Team DT for- 
ward made amends to the 
Angolan basketball team 
here Monday following an 
87-54 triumph, bugging 
Coimbra as if be were a long- 
time friend and posing for 
pictures with the entire 
squad. 

“Charles Barkley was a 
completely changed man. 
everything different and 
everything friendly with all 
the Angolan players,” 
Angolan coach Vladixniro 
Romero said. 

“He gave the image we 
imagined all the players of 
the United States would have 
for players from the fifth 
world. Maybe he was able to 
correct everything that he did 
four years ago. We hold no 
grudges.” 

Barkley praised Angola's 
improvement from the 116- 
48 whipping inflicted in 
Barcelona in the first 
Olympic appearance by the 
original United States 
“Dream Team.” 

“Everybody was intimidat- 
ed by us. Now they have had 
four years to get better.” 
Barkley said. 



TO LET 

New furnished deluxe apartment in Jabal Amman, 5th 
Circle. 3 bedrooms, living, dining, maid's room with 
bath, central heating. 1st floor with garden, garage and 
terrace. 

Contact Tel: 701140 between 9:00 am. - 6:00 . 


Available for immediate occupation, unfur- 
nished flats in the prestigious location of AI-; 
Rabieh, dose to the 5th Circle, only 5 spacious 
flats overlooking Amman, at reasonable rents. 

For inspection and information contact Tel. 602632, 
8:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon and 4:00 to 7:00 p.m. 


INTERNATIONAL INVESTMENTS 


Own A Vacation House in Florida 

It's also an investment!! 

Minutes away from Walt Disney World 

Pay 1/3 of total price only 

Rest of payment can be paid 
through rental income 

Fully Furnished with a pool 3 3 bed rms, 
Family & Living Rm, 2 Bathrooms 

Pay $50,000 Only 

For serious investors 

Next trip will be on Sept 15 th, 1996 

call us at 686263 or 695866 

Florida International Investments 

Orlando Amman Dubai Zurich 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

JORDAN’S OMAR Dallal 
Tuesday slashed 6.50 sec- 
onds off the Kingdom's 400 
metre freestyle record when 
he finished the event with a 
time of 4.41. 1 2 seconds on 
the fourth day of the 
Atlanta Olympic Games. 

Dallal’s time broke the 
Jordanian record set by one 
of the country’s most pro- 
minent swimmers — Aroer 
AJ Wazani — with a time of 
4.47.62 seconds. 

Although he finished the 
event in last place, the 15- 
year-old Dallal showed a 
noticeable improvement as 
be broke his own record in 
the event by 15.86 seconds. 
His record in the event 
stood at 4.56.98. 

The best time in the event 
was American Tom Dolan’s 
3.48.99 while the best Arab 
record belongs to Egypt’s 
Hishara A1 Masri at 
3.59.U. 

Dallal’s participation was 
the first for a Jordanian ath- 


lete in the Centennial 
Olympics currently under- 
way after Jordan’s Walid A1 
Awazem was disqualified 
Sunday after foiling to 
show up at the weigh-in 
prior to the competitipn. 

The other swimmer, 13- 
year-old Mira Ghneim 
takes part in the 200 metres 
individual medley today 
(Wednesday). 

Ghneim’s record in the 
event stands at 2.50.16. She 
will swim in heat 1 of the 
event at 5:30 p.m. Jordan 
local time. 

The other Jordanian ath- 
letes in athletics and shoot- 
ing start competition Fri- 
day. 

Snippets from Atlanta 

* Minister of Youth 
Mohammad Daoudieh met 
with U.S. Olympic Com- 
mittee chairman, William 
Portrain who expressed his 
happiness at Jordan's par- 
ticipation and voiced hope 
the Kingdom's athletes will 
benefit from high level 


competition while scoring 
acceptable results. 

* The Minister of Youth 
and Jordan Olympic Com- 
mittee Secretary-General 
Dr. Mouaffaq A1 Fawwaz 
held a meeting with the 
bead of the Asian Olympic 
Solidarity Committee, She- 
ikh Ahmad AI Fafad in 
which they discussed the 
state of Arab and Asian 
sports and ways of enhanc- 
ing cooperation to upgrade 
their standard. 

*Mr. Daoudieh and Jor- 
dan delegation head Dr. 
Ismat Al Kurdi bad a meet- 
ing with representatives 
from sportswear manufac- 
turer Reeboke who provid- 
ed the team with some 
sports apparel. 

* Since the circumstances 
of the Kingdom’s disquali- 
fied judo player to Atlanta 
were still unclear, tbe 
Kingdom's delegation said 
they would issue a state- 
ment after meeting with the 
player’s coach today. 
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MkheOe Smith of Ireland plows through die water on her way to winning the 
Women’s 400m freestyle. Smith won her second gold medal of the Centennial 
Olympics (Renters photo) - 

• :r - -j. ... ... . 


Irish pnme minister praises 
Smith’s double gold 


DUBLIN (AFP) — Irish 
Prime Minister John 
Bruton Tuesday praised 
the magnificent golden 
double by Irish swim- 
mer Michelle Smith at 
the Atlanta Olympics. 

On Monday, Smith 
won the 400m freestyle 
following her earner 
victory in the 400m 
medley, Ireland's first 
ever Olympic swim- 
ming medal. 


Bruton said: “To be 
able to concentrate her 
mind and compete so 
brilliantly after the 
euphoria of the weekend 
is indeed the mark of a 
true Olympic champi- 
on.” 

Dublin Lord Mayor 
Brendan Lynch also 
said: ‘The city will give 
Michelle a reception on 
a grand scale. She is 
marvellous, her night- 


and-day commitment to 
swimming is an inspira- 
tion to us all.” 

After the 1992 Games, 
Ireland’s boxing medal- 
lists — Michael Carruth 
(gold) and Wayne 
McCullough (silver) 
were hailed as heroes in 
the streets of Dublin 
when thousands turned 
out to see them. 


... 





THE CENTRAL BANK OF JORDAN 

RE: NEW COINS IN CIRCULATION 

As of the 24th July, 1996, The Central Bank of Jordan will put into circulation new 
coins of the denominations 1 Dinar (One Dinar), 1/2 Dinar ( Half Dinar) and 1/4 
Dinar (Quarter Dinar), in conformity with the Law of the Central Bank of Jordan No. 
23 year 1971 and the Bylaw of the Issuance of Jordanian Currency No. (11) year 
1996. 

The new coins will circulate alongside the existing banknotes and coins from the 
same denominations and all shall simultaneously remain in circulation as legal 
tender:- 

SPECIFICATIONS:- 

Penomlnatton Afloy Diameter Thickness weight Shape Frig* 

One Dinar 5.5% Nickel 32mm 2.1mm 12.4 am Heptagon al plain i 


Half Dinar 
Quarter Dinar 


AOfiX 

Diameter 

Thickness 

Weight 

5-5% Nickel 

32 mm 

2.1mm 

12.4 gm 

24.5% Zink 
70% Clipper 

29mm 

2mm 

9.6 gm 

= = 

26.5mm 

1.87mm 

7.4 gm 



The obverse of the new coins bears a new effigy of His Majesty King 
Hussein encircled by the two phrases “Hussein Bin Talai” , “The King 
of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan” in Arabic. 

The reverse incorporates:- 

* The denomination in figure encircled by Islamic Ornaments. 

* The denomination in writing in Arabic and English. 

* The Hejira and Gregorian dates of issue. 

* The phrase “the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan” in English. 
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Allied diplomats brief 
Turkish parliament on 
force to protect Kurds 


Jordan Times, Wednesday, July 24, 1996 
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ANKARA (AFP) — U.S., 
British and French diplo- 
mats lobbied the Turkish 
parliament Tuesday to 
extend the mandate of a 
U.S.-led and Turkey-based 
force formed to protect 
Kurds in northern Iraq. 

Parliament, dominated by 
Islamists who recently 
came to power and other 
parties generally opposed to 
the force, is scheduled to 
vote late this month. 

U.S. Ambassador Marc 
Grossman, accompanied by 
British and French col- 
leagues, told members of 
parliament’s foreign rela- 
tions committee that contin- 
uation of the U.S-led 
Operation Provide Comfort 
was a must for security in 
northern Iraq, diplomatic 
sources said. 

Parliament met later in a 
closed session to discuss the 
issue. 

Provide Comfort was cre- 
ated in the wake of the 1991 
Gulf war to protect Kurds in 
northern Iraq from attacks 

Egypt 

Islamic 

conference 

backs 

interfaith 

dialogue 

CAIRO (R) — Delegates 
from over 70 countries gather 
in Cairo on Wednesday for a 
conference aimed at promot- 
ing Islam as a religion of tol- 
erance and peace and at 
encouraging interfaith dia- 
logue. 

Jewish representatives and 
delegates from Iraq will be 
notable absentees from the 
dialogue that Egypt hopes to 
promote. 

The gathering, called 
“Islam and the Future of 
Dialogue Between 

Civilisations.” is being organ- 
ised by Egypt's Supreme 
Islamic Affairs Council part 
of the religious endowments 
ministry. 

“We want to send the world 
a message that Islam is a reli- 
gion that adopted dialogue 
from the start that it calls for 
peace, brotherhood, coopera- 
tion, and love among humani- 
ty and that it does not attack 
anyone," Egypt's Religious 
Endowments Minister 
Mahmoud Zakzouk told a 
news conference on Tuesday. 

Mr. Zakzouk said represen- 
tatives from 71 countries had 
accepted invitations. The 
conference, the eighth annual 
meeting of its kind, will end 
on Saturday, the eve of 
Prophet Mohammad's birth- 
day. 

“The image of Islam has 
been distorted in an unprece- 
dented manner, particularly in 
the Western media. We want 
to show the world that you 
must distinguish between 
extremist phenomena in 
Islamic countries, which have 
their equivalent all over the 
woridL.and have nothing ro 
do with religion even if its 
perpetrators hide behind reli- 
gious facades," he said, 

Egypt is fighting a four- 
year-old insurgency by 
Muslim militants aiming to 
topple the government of 
President Hosni Mubarak and 
install a strict Islamic state. 
Nearly 1,000 people have 
been killed in the violence. 

Mr. Mubarak has described 
the militants as mercenaries 
who have distorted the mes- 
sage of Islam. 

“We haven’t invited anyone 
from the Jewish side under 
die current circumstance. I 
think it is clear why. In the 
future it is possible. We are 
not afraid of dialogue with 
any party.. ,** Mr. Zakzouk 
said. 

Many Muslim countries 
were critical of Egypt’s peace 
treaty with Israel in 1979, and 
continue to be wary of the 
Jewish state for its continued 
annexation of East Jerusalem, 
the third holiest site in Islam. 


by troops loyal to Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein. 

The Kurds seized control 
of northern Iraq right after 
the war in a revolt inspired 
by President Saddam's 
defeat against the U.S.-led 
coalition that ejected Iraqi 
forces from Kuwait. 

Under the operation. U.S.. 
British and French aircraft 
have been staging military 
surveillance missions over 
northern Iraq from Inciriik 
and Diyarbakir air bases in 
southern Turkey. The force 
also has a military coordina- 
tion centre in northern Iraq. 
However, Turkey, which 
spearheaded efforts to form 
the force at the time, has 
recently been complaining 
that the operation is func- 
tioning beyond its control 
and is urging changes in the 
force’s command and struc- 
ture. 

The United States says 
Provide Comfort's role is 
vital in deterring President 
Saddam and analysts warn 
that a move by Turkey to 


expel the force could 
irreparably hurt ties 
between Ankara and its 
closest ally in NATO, the 
United States. 

The rise of Turkey’s new 
Islamist Prime Minister 
Necmettin Erbakan to 
power has also made a deal 
between the allies difficult 

Me. Erbakan, who took a 
hard. anti-Western line 
before Turkey's general 
elections last December, 
had said the first thing he 
would do if he came to 
power would be to expel 
Provide Comfort 

But he considerably soft- 
ened his policies after he 
became prime minister on 
June 28 after forging a 
coalition deal with conserv- 
ative former Premier Tansu 
Ciller’s party. 

However, a majority of 
deputies in his pro-lslamic 
Welfare Party are still 
staunchly opposed to 
extending the force's man- 
date. 
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The coffins of 43 dead guerrillas carried by Hizbollah comrades are taken to their final resting place at a Beirut 
graveyard. Tens of thousands of militants and weeping relatives marched in Beirut, South Lebanon and eastern 
Lebanon in three funeral processions Tuesday to bid farewell to more than 100 dead guerrillas returned by Israel 
in exchange for the remains of two Israeli soldiers held by Hizbollah for a decade (Reuters photo) 

Hizbollah holds mass funeral for 
guerrillas returned by Israel 


U.S. House backs broad 
sanctions on Libya, Iran 


WASHINGTON <R) — The 
U.S. House (of 
Representatives) approved 
on Tuesday a sweeping sanc- 
tions bill to punish foreign 
companies that invest in the 
oil and gas fields of Libya 
and Iran. 

On a voice vote, the House 
gave final approval to the 
legislation, which now goes 
to President Bill Clinton. 
The sanctions legislation has 
sparked threats of retaliation 
from U.S. allies in Europe, 
whose oil companies bave 
major stakes in Libya and 
plans to invest in Iran. 

The bill, which does not 
affect existing investments, 
would require the president 
to impose two sanctions out 
of a list of six on firms that 
invest $40 million or more in 
one year in Iran or Libya. 


It would also impose sanc- 
tions on firms that break 
existing United Nations 
embargoes against Libya, 
including a ban on sales of 
oil jefinery equipment 

Its backers in Congress 
designed the bill to put pres- 
sure on European countries, 
Japan and others to discour- 
age investment in Iran and 
Libya, which Washington 
considers sponsors of terror- 
ism. 

The White House has not 
said whether Mr. Clinton 
will sign tbe.-biU, but an offi- 
cial said on -Monday that -the 
administration would have 
preferred a bill without 
investment sanctions against 
Libya. Republican congres- 
sional sources predicted, 
however, that Mr. Clinton 
would sign the bill into law. 


BEIRUT (AFP) — The 
Iranian-backed Hizbollah 
staged mass funerals in 
Beirut and other Lebanese 
cities on Tuesday for anti- 
Israeli guerrillas whose 
bodies were returned by the 
Jewish state at the weekend. 

Hizbollah chief Sheikh 
Hassan NasraJJah presided 
over the funeral ceremonies 
for 49 guerrillas in Beirut, 
attended by tens of thou- 
sands of mourners kept in 
line by large numbers of 
black-clad Hizbollah securi- 
ty men. 

Sheikh Nasrallah read 
Islamic prayers over the 49 
coffins, covered by yellow 
Hizbollah flags and bou- 
quets of flowers, and vowed 
that attacks on Israeli forces 
would continue despite 
Sunday’s unprecedented 
exchange of prisoners and 
bodies. 

“We are going to continue 
our operations and attacks 
until the end of the occupa- 
tion of South Lebanon.” he 


told mourners. 

Sunday's operation was “a 
humanitarian issue which 
has nothing to do with our 
position,” the Hizbollah 
chief added. 

Under the German-medi- 
ated deal, Israel returned to 
Lebanon the bodies of 123 
guerrillas, mostly from 
Hizbollah, and set free 45 
Lebanese prisoners from the 
notorious Khiam Jail in the 
Israeli -occupied “security 
zone”' in South Lebanon. 

In return. Hizbollah 
returned the bodies of two 
Israeli soldiers missing in 
Lebanon for 10 years and 
released 17 members of the 
Israeli-backed South 
Lebanon Army. 

But Sheikh . , Nasrailah 
accused Israel of failing to 
return all the bodies of guer- 
rillas buried in the Jewish 
state. “When we have more 
information on this we will 
ask the German mediator 
(Bemd Schmidbauer) to 
return them to us as he 


Egypt group praises female circumcision ban 


CAIRO t R) — An Egyptian 
human rights group lauded 
on Tuesday Egypt's health 
ministry for banning female 
circumcision. 

“The Egyptian 

Organisation for Human . 
Rights (EOHR) welcomes 
the decision by the ministry 
of health to ban female gen- 
ital mutilation and the prac- 
tical procedures initiated to 
implement this decision," 
the group said in a state- 
ment. 

Women's rights activists 
estimate around 6.000 girls 


a day across the world are 
subjected to female circum- 
cision, also known as geni- 
tal mutilation for the severe 
form it often takes. 

Last week Health 
Minister Ismail Saiam 
decreed female circumci- 
sion or clitoradectomy ille- 
gal and announced plans to 
spend more than 191 mil- 
lion pounds on raising pub- 
lic awareness of women's 
health and renovating 
female health services. 

“EOHR believes the deci- 
sion to ban female genital 


mutilation is a successful 
culmination of various civil 
societal institutions' efforts 
exerted over several years 
to end this deplorable cus- 
tom,” it added. 

Circumcision in Egypt is 
usually performed by a tra- 
ditional midwife or barber 
using unsterilised equip- 
ment to remove part or all 
of the clitoris and other 
parts of the genitalia. Side 
effects include haemor- 
rhage, shock and sexual 
dysfunction. 

EOHR launched a cam- 


paign against female cir- 
cumcision in 1994, saying it 
contravened human rights 
and international conven- 
tions against torture. 

Religious justification for 
the operation is based on a 
poorly authenticated saying 
of the Prophet Mohammad 
appears to favour partial 
removal of the clitoris but 
many people aigue that the 
practice is African rather 
than Islamic. It is little prac- 
tised in the Arabian penin- 
sula. 


Bosnian delegation pays landmark visit to Serbia 


BELGRADE (R) — 

Bosnia sent a trade delega- 
tion to meet former foes in 
the Serbian capital 
Belgrade on Tuesday in the 
first such visit by the 
Muslim-led government 
since the Bosnian conflict 
erupted four years ago. 

Ministers from the 
Muslim-Croat Federation 
and Bosnian businessmen 
landed in Belgrade to pro- 
mote trade with the govern- 
ment which opposed 
Bosnia's drive for indepen- 
dence and sponsored the 
siege of their capital, 
Sarajevo. 

Bosnian Vice-President 
Ejup Ganic led the 15- 
meraber delegation in a trip 
which would have been 
impossible less than a year 
ago. 

“This is a risky step for 
me but a very sure and safe 
step for Bosnia" Mr. Ganic 
told reporters before leav- 
ing Sarajevo. 

“We would like to see 
stability in the region and 
my trip really has to do 
with long-term stability in 
this part of Europe,” 

Diplomats hailed the 
landmark visit as a first 
step towards reconciliation 
made possible by the U.S.- 
brokered Dayton peace 


agreement, which ended 3- 
1/2 years of fighting last 
November. 

Mr. Game's 15-member 
delegation, which flew 
from Sarajevo on a U.S. 
military aircraft, held talks 
with Serbia's Chamber of 
Commerce and leading 
company managers amid 
tight security. 

Mr. Ganic entered the 
presidency building in the 
city centre after mid-day 
for talks with Serbian 
President Slobodan 
Milosevic, the man 
Muslims see as the main 
supporter of their Bosnian 
Serb foes throughout the 
43-month war. 

It was an unlikely meet- 
ing between two men por- 
trayed as villains and war 
criminals by rival media. 

Earlier, Bosnian Foreign 
Minister Jadranko Prlic. a 
Croat, met Yugoslav 
Foreign Minister Milan 
Milutivonic in talks 
described by the state 
Tanjug news agency as 
“open, full of understand- 
ing and mutual respect,” 

The two sides planned to 
discuss restoring telephone, 
trade and air links between 
Sarajevo and Belgrade 
which were cut off soon 
after violence erupted in 


April. 1992. 

The trade mission was 
announced last week by 
U.S. envoy Richard 
Holbrooke after a round of 
shuttle diplomacy primari- 
ly aimed at sidelining 
Bosnian Serb leader 
Radovan Karadzic. 

Mr. Milosevic agreed to 
oust Mr. Karadzic, a hard- 
line nationalist and arch- 
enemy of the Sarajevo gov- 
ernment, in a move which 
helped pave the way for 
Tuesday’s visit. 

Mr. Holbrooke, architect 
of the Dayton accord, 
called the visit an impor- 
tant sign of progress in the 
peace process. 

For the Muslim-led gov- 
ernment. the official visit 
meant the beginning of 
normalising relations with 
Serbia after demanding Mr. 
Milosevic's total isolation 
during the war. 

For Belgrade, it was the 
first step towards recognis- 
ing Bosnia as an indepen- 
dent state. 

Mr. Ganic, a Muslim 
politician known for sup- 
porting tough military 
action against the Serbs 
throughout the war. adopt- 
ed a pragmatic tone when 
he discussed the visit last 
week. 


“You know, we didn't 
choose our neighbours. We 
have to work with our 
neighbours, we have to 
build the bridges.” Mr. 
Ganic told reporters. 

Although the fighting 
never spread to Serbia 
proper, its economy is in 
ruins due to mismanage- 
ment, a costly war and eco- 
nomic sanctions imposed 
on Belgrade for its support 
of the Bosnian Serbs. 

Bosnia has been 
promised international aid 
for post-war reconstruction 
but economists say reviv- 
ing industrial production is 
a long way off in the devas- 
tated country. 

Former Yugoslavia was a 
single economic unit 
before the republics of 
Slovenia. Croatia. Bosnia 
and Macedonia broke 
away. 

Ail economic ties 
between rump Yugoslavia, 
comprising Serbia and 
Montenegro, and the 
Muslim-Croat pan of 
Bosnia were severed when 
Bosnia declared indepen- 
dence in 1992. 

The Bosnian Serb-con- 
trolled half of the war-tom 
country kept a close rela- 
tionship with neighbouring 
Serbia throughout the war. 


pledged.” 

He also criticised the 
Lebanese authorities for 
their absence on the return 
of the bodies of the “mar- 
tyrs.” 

“The remains of the 
Israeli soldiers were 
received by a state without 
people, in Lebanon our dead 
were received by a people 
without a state," be said. 

The coffins, carried by six 
men dressed in black with 
red headbands, were taken 
to a cemetery in Beirut's 
southern suburb and buried 
in a row of small, breeze 
block tombs. 

The crowds following 
behind chanted slogans 
against Israel and the 
United State? and. bolding 
up yellow, red and green 
Hizbollah flags imprinted 
with a picture of machine 
guns. Young Shiites hit 
themselves rythmically on 
the chest as a sign of mourn- 
ing. 

In the eastern town of 


Baal beck, some 20.000 peo- 
ple turned out for the funer- 
als of 12 other fighters. 
Mourners held aloft Iranian 
flags and trampled the 
Israeli flag underfoot 

In the southern port of 
Sidon 47 coffins were 
paraded down the main 
street in a procession head- 
ed by Hizbollah number 
two. Sheikh Naim Qassem. 

Ail the shops were closed 
and women in black gath- 
ered on the main street to 
weep and threw rice and 
rose petals at the funeral 
procession. 

At one point one woman 
broke free from the crowd 
to throw herself, weeping, 
on her son's coffin. “Yussef, 
you are finally going to get 
a grave," she said. 

Out of the 123 bodies 
returned. Hizbollah handed 
over seven to various 
Islamic and Palestinian 
groups and eight ro the 
Lebanese Communist Party. 


20 Somalis killed in fresh fi ghting 

MOGADISHU (AFP) — At least 20 people were killed and 50 
others wounded in a fresh outbreak of fighting on Tuesday 
morning in the Medina district of south Mogadishu, hospital 
sources said here. The fighting was between supporters of war- 
lord General Mohammad Farah Aideed and his arch-rival self- 
styled interim Somali President Ali Mahdi Mohammad. 

Sudan repulses attack from Eritrea 

KHARTOUM tAFP) — Sudan has repulsed an armed attack 
from across the border with Eritrea in a clash leaving several 
dead, the government daily Al Engaz Al Watani reported on 
Tuesday. A military source quoted by the paper said Sudanese 
troops “managed to turn back a treacherous attack launched from 
within Eritrean territories by a company supported by armoured 
vehicles." It did not clarify if the attack, which targetted Sudan’s 
Jebel Abu Gamul post near the border, was by Sudanese opposi- 
tion forces based in Eritrea or by Eritrean troops. The Sudanese 
army “chased away the enemy forces, which retreated back into 
Eritrea, leaving their dead behind." the source said without spec- 
ifying the number killed, or when the attack took place. 

3 get death penalty in Iran for spying 

TEHRAN (AFP) — A revolutionary court on Tuesday sen- 
tenced to death an Iranian Jew who converted to Islam and two 
other businessmen for spying for Israel and the United States 
and fraud, Iranian radio reported. Hedayatollah Zendehdel, 
Abolghasem Majd-Abkahi and Alireza Yazdanshenas were 1 
accused of gathering classified military information during the 1 
I9SO-1988 Iran- Iraq war and passing it to foreign countries. | 
notably Iran's arch foe. the United States. They were also 
accused of setting up a “network of corruption and fictitious 
firms to cheat people and state banks out of their money and 
looting public funds.” the radio said. 

Meningitis scare in Cyprus 

NICOSIA (AFP) — A total of 17 cases of viral meningitis in 
children have been reported in the Cypriot town of Limassol 
causing alarm among health officials, state radio reported 
Tuesday. The radio, quoting medical sources, said 14 children 
under the age of six are currently being treated in hospital in 
Limassol a popular tourist spot on the southeast coast of the 
Mediterranean island. Two babies aged two and three months 
respectively together with a four-year-old child have already 
left hospital within the past two weeks after being treated for 
meningitis, said the radio without giving details of the suspect- 
ed source of the illness. 

Scorpion delays flight in Iran 

TEHRAN (AFP) — A domestic Iranian airliner had to abruptly 
halt a flight after a scorpion bit a passenger in the plane as it was 
preparing for take-off, a newspaper reported Tuesday, The plane 
was taxiing along the runway in the southern city of Kerman for 
a flight to Tehran when the passenger began to “let out loud 
cries” after being stung, Hanishahri daily ‘said. The passenger 
was evacuated from the plane to receive treatment and the scor- 
pion was killed by the crew. 




2 Filipinos 
charged with gold 
scam in Australia 

SYDNEY (R) — Two 
Filipino men, one calling 
himself a sultan and anoth- 
er a prince, were charged in 
an Australian court 
Tuesday with trying to sell 

50.000 tonnes of gold bul- 
lion they did not have. 
Hatij Rodinood Sultan 
Karim, 39, and Datu 
Mohammad Kadhur Ka- 
rim. 48. were charged with 
two counts of fraud in the 
Surfers Paradise Magis- 
trates Court following their 
arrest in the Queensland 
resort town Monday. Police 
told the court they were 
alerted to the scam by a 
gold dealer who was ap- 
proached to buy the bul- 
lion. claimed to be part of a 
mysterious cache of gold 
plundered during World 
War II. The two Filipinos 
were held in custody after 
failing to make bail of 

5.000 Australian dollars 
($3,950) each, police said. 
Analysts believe about 

129.000 tonnes of gold is 
being held around the 
world in various forms, 
with some 36.000 tonnes 
stored in bank vaults. 

Royals’ hair stylist 
has a brush with 
the law 

HONG KONG (AFP) — 
The man who teases the 
tresses of Princess Diana, 
the Duchess of York and 
supermodels such as Nao- 
mi Campbell when they are 
in town, is now having a 
brush with the law. Hong 
Kong’s top hairdresser 
Kimberley Robinson, who 
describes hims elf as a “hair 
artist,” was in court Tues- 
day charged with allowing 
his Filipina maid to work at 
a salon. Hoog Kong’s army 
of Filipino domestic hel- 
pers are normally barred 
from taking other jobs 
here, for fear of upsetting 
the labour market. Mr. 
Robinson, an Australian 
known as Kim, has been 
tending the locks of the 
local and international elite 
here for 20 years. He has 
denied the charge. Mr. 
Robinson, 38, has been 
called on to attend their 
former royal highnesses at 
swanky Hong Kong hotels 
before charity and private 
functions. He has dashed 
home to Australia to pro- 
vide the crowning glory to 
a Vogue fashion shoot of 
super model Linda Evan- 
gelista. Also on the client 
list for Mr. Robinson, who 
charges customers at his Le 
Salon Orient chain 3,000 
Hong Kong dollars ($390) 
for the personal treatment, 
are Naomi Campbell, ac- 
tress Isabella Rosse llini 
and local singing star Anita 
Mui. He is charged with 
allowing his maid Reme- 
dies Naguit to work at one 
of his salons from Novem- 
ber 1992 to July 1995. 

Vatican against 
destruction of 
frozen embryos 

VATICAN CITY (AP) — 
Destruction of frozen em- 
bryos is a “prenatal slaugh- 
ter" that violates Roman 
Catholic principles on the 
beginning of life, the Va- 
tican commentary said 
Monday. A lengthy analy- 
sis in the official Vatican 
newspaper L’Osservatore 
Romano acknowledged the 
“delicate moral problems" 
posed by preserving em- 
bryos. but insisted each 
should have full human 
rights. Roman Catholic tea- 
ching says life begins at 
conception. “Each year, 
tens of thousands of em- 
bryos will be destroyed, 
tens of thousands of inno- 
cent lives will be legally 
cut short,’’ wrote Francis- 
can theologian Rev. Mau- 
rizio Faggioni, who noted ' 
many countries have limits 
on die length of rime a 
frozen embryo is saved. 
"This is a prenatal slaugh- 
ter ... an instrument of per- 
verse logic of violence and 
death,” he wrote. 




Number 628 






success 


it It? s 

■« ■ 

I 1 * 


v - 

.... vfcjswlcr 

y'"- m ( .|- 

* jf’Jf til 

.. 1 

L: “If' - 
i.iinen 

-,„rvih Ai 

‘ s 1 -.. ' "■ 

_ j -1- 

: Sabah 

1 4 ” 

-O . - 

, i * ‘ 


. If;** 

i : 

- :i -2_fi=r- 

tr 1 ' ^ .. n 

NJhjh 

. .. 

-- ■; ‘ tiC** 


,-:Vr 

o: ■■ " 

jlc:c 

■is ■ „ 



■ Gulf 



?;• ' : ' 


. > ■ ••• ■ 

>r j 

iV*- 

: • h.r-c 


-• „• :eien 


. - vt: li'C 


Nrael „ 
'iSiniwIJ hit L-N- 

^inQana 



V‘src*-!> 


.• WcJncv- 


i ‘r liberate • 


VC: on* 

,l : 

.’art 

.r ■ " 

killed 



nr-- “ 


-V • 



h.ir'i.Kt 

si-.'-' - 

■r.: 

34 1 •-• ■ 


S3T 

•: J-.unst 

]>-i m • 

ir. S*-JSh 

sim ' • 



: 4 !7 

*■. I--.'* K 

of 

rjr. 

law 


7 ClVll- 

* A-.-- t: 

' :,:ct in 

Sr. 1 

■ •■•'rust of 

j v r .'i -'j: 

.c-S w» 


Jlsrad court 
•*£■:. -proves prisoner 


'te' JFrilSALtM 

# - i r j. - ! . Minrcmc 
*■*.•*.■ 

::i ultra- 
C:l fc"s*r. ••rcufiivi' 

j* -1 'he tViT* 

‘.irror: prisoners. 

it ci not 
Jet n h\ Prcsi- 
‘‘ - r "coman in pardon 
■^-■ "hrr- unU vet them 
' M urc<4 vaui. 

^4 Arab arrested 
Section with 
^° n bombings 

£'«■ ~~ An Israeli 
w*™ 1 urreMcd in con- 
'‘M mo anti-Israeli 
= in London in 1994. 

Uw '" Urce ' said on 

JG-year-oM 

ihL J = f ' Jl hi* residence 
Si. J tfan d'.\ CCTe 

^^■l.bmhisiden- 
rc ' ea| «J. A court 

f,„^ crcd,h: “ h ' b ' 

^i\[ J. d . J>s - T hc man 

* L - - Mndon July 

irM ncjr the Israeli 
second 
; r?an, '-iiton collect. 


V,-, 1,r krael. w, 





